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On the cover:

Part Il of the coverage of Rocky Ops (North) 2019 in Denver, Colorado on the weekend of May 3™ to the 5 looks
at the Saturday session on Denny Krausman’s HO-scale AT&SF Colorado Division layout. The view above looks down just
one aisle of Denny’s layout.
all this and more inside...



Western Kansas Division You Tube Page
The activities of the Division are on my original YouTube page, located here:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAYits-
734jw?view as=subscriber

(Right) A scene from Todd Skaggs’ HO-scale home layout

The Mid-Continent Region Facebook Page

Created in August of 2017, the Mid-Continent Region now has its own Facebook page. It’s open to all members to post
everything model train related. You are encouraged to post any activities such as train shows, clinics, and upgrades to
your home or club layouts. This is your page, so feel free to use it, just take this link to your page:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077/?ref=group header

A view of the “Wichita & Ark Valley Railroad” HO-scale layout built by the Augusta Model Railroad Club in Augusta, Kansas
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Rocky Ops 2019

Part Il

The second session of Rocky Ops (North) 2019 was held on Saturday, May 4" at Denny Krausman’s HO-scale
AT&SF Colorado Division layout, a point-to-point with 200-feet of main line and 50-feet of branch line. Denny describes
his layout as a prototypical design based on the Santa Fe’s line through Southeastern Colorado in 1948. The Operating
District is from Dodge City, Kansas to La Junta, Colorado on the first district with the modeled portion being from
Medway siding in Kansas to Granada, CO. The Second District is modeled from Holly, CO to Kornman.

(Above) My entire view of the layout during the session as | was assigned the be a Hostler in the main yard and it ended
up being a lot of fun.

(left) the Dispatcher’s Desk

(Right) The Crew Call Board
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ZRocty Ops 2019

Part Il

(Above) at the foot of the stairs, turning right heads into the main portion of the layout

]
f (Left) Some of the operating crew

(Right) the ALCO PA’s in charge of the passenger train
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Rocky Ops 2019

Part Il
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Rocky Ops 2019

Part Il
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octy Opo 2019

Part Il




»

(Above and Left) The Operating Crew for this session.

Dennis operates the layout as close to the Santa Fe timetable of 1948 as
possible which includes seven passenger trains in each direction daily, the First District
has two scheduled locals with one or two extras while the Second District originated
and terminates at Holly, CO.

A fun time was had by all participants and we are truly grateful to Dennis and all the
layout owners for opening-up their homes and layouts for us. Hosting an event such as
this requires a lot of preparation work from repairing bad order cars to tuning engines
and not the least is cleaning all the track while making sure all the signals, switches, and
throttles are all working. Again, a big Thank You to all the layout owners.
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ATCOMPENDIUM OTE S ALY

P
pIEA ‘ LG y All model railroaders, whether expert
or beginner, will find a wealth of useful
- FROM DF.SIGN_ 10 IMPI EMENTAT o information in the OpSIG's second
L= if ‘ ” i ™ publication, A Compenpium oF MoeL

;‘ < TLIELEE. Syl UL 4‘ Rairoan Openarions — From Desien To
T LSO e W, ' ImpLEMENTATION. A complete guide to all
things operations, our latest offering
covers every aspect of prototype
operations and how to apply them to
your model railroad—from design
and staffing to yards and paperwork,
from communications and signals to
dispatching and car forwarding—in
310 full-color pages. Written by
ten of your fellow modelers and
professionals, The CompenDiuM
contains more than 350 photos, 120
illustrations, and countless tips,
pointers, suggestions, and prototype
information to help guide you on

§ I your journey. A must for any modeler

s - A

/- AN OFFICIAL P Lo

interested in prototype operations,
/. OPSIG PUB[ICATlON , add it to your library today!
AL

: Shipping: U.S. ($8)
A4 ﬁ%m i For all other shipping
YT R rates, see below
QU o shipping rates outside the US contact
To Order: Please mail a check or money order, payable to Steve mm at opsig.editor@gmail.com. We
OpSIG, with number of copies and your mailing address, phone strongly recommend consolidated book orders
number, and e-mail to: g iy L
Steve Benezra please add $1 to the cost of the book and send
2737 Thistle Trail © OPERSIGGyshoo.com. All PayPel arders
Hillsborough, NC 27278-9302 o dpblisar ol foeg
Opsig.editor@gmail.com

ow to join
The OpSIG is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation. For information on h j

the OpSIG, please visit www.opsig.org.
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The Real Dedl

Todd Skaggs — Dodge City, KS. —HO & N Scales

Recently Todd took a trip to Colorado and shared his pictures, Todd writes “Here are a few more pics of the old Santa Fe
bridge just south of Larkspur. Unfortunately | didn't get there in time so the pics of the front-end power were taken from
a head-on vantage point.”

Todd Skaggs Photo

Todd Skaggs Photo‘ . Todd Skaggs Photo
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The Real Dedl

e o o
Todd Skaggs Photo

(Right)

On a hot Summer day
in June, | caught the
BNSF Local Pair tied-
down at the Depot in
Garden City.

The 1629 is a little
worse for the wear
but as they say, “it’s
not the years, it’s the
mileage”.

This would make
a very interesting
modeling project.

=
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Improve your °

modeling with

a few sheets of
paper.

That's exactly what happens when you
participate in the National Model Railroad
Association’s Achievement Program. One Merit
Award here, another there, and pretty soon
you're on your way to becoming a Master
Model Railroader. All the while learning and
having a ton of fun.

The Achievement Program is modelers
helping modelers become better modelers
and get the most out of
their hobby. And it's yet
another benefit of NMRA
membership.

]
]
Visit www.nmra.org. E——
Then improve your We make it even more fun.

skills. And your hobby. www.nmra.org
423-892-2846
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Since the Rocky Mountain Train Show back in March, all
work on the WKR layout has been suspended, mostly because
a lot of my tools have been packed-up and moved.

My Wife, Kathy, and | are constructing our new home in
Dodge City, KS. along with a metal building. The metal
building is nearly complete with some finish work to be
completed. (Left) The front portion is the garage for the
ambulance, another vehicle and shop area.

(Below) The remaining portion will be the new home of the WKR layout with bathroom and utility room
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30th _ 3rd
Tue — Sat

25th
Sunday

28t & 29t
Sat & Sun

Da&le BSGK

July, 2019

Toy Train Operating Society National Convention Wichita, KS.
Drury Plaza Hotel https://www.railserve.com/jump/train_shows.cgi?ID=219

August, 2019

Mid-America Train & Toy Show Kansas City, MO.
https://www.railserve.com/jump/train shows.cgi?1D=210

September, 2019

25 Annual Wichita Toy Train Show Wichita, KS.
Cessna Activity Center https://www.railserve.com/jump/train _shows.cgi?|D=327

*** Click on the blue links to go to the Club’s show page ***
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On the back cover:

One last look at the exceptional HO-scale modeling of Dennis Krausman on his AT & SF Colorado Division layout,
just one stop on the program during Rocky Ops (North) 2019.

The Main Line

Publisher & Editor: Robert A. Simmons
The newsletter of the Western Kansas Division is published monthly for no charge by Robert A. Simmons, Division Superintendent / Director
Copyright 2019, by Robert A. Simmons, all rights reserved
If you have a change of e-mail address, or no longer wish to receive the newsletter, please contact Robert Simmons
Trainman55@hotmail.com or 2710 N. Shamus St. — Garden City, KS. 67846 or (620) 521-3591
Please send all inquiries, ideas, or submissions to: trainman55@hotmail.com




