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On The Cover:  Recently the WKR N-scale layout suffered some electrical damage where a wire on the main buss was 
accidently cut.  How the Electrical Crew did the fix is inside… 
In This Issue: 
   Ideas……Page 8 
    Real Deal……Page 21 
     Oddballs……Page 30 
      WKR Update……Page 35 
       Date Book……Page 43 
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North Western Lines is a quarterly publication, which began in early 1974 as a seven 
page mimeographed issue, totaling 85 copies. Today it is considered one of the premier 
historical publications. Each issue contains current news, feature articles, a photo section, and 
a combination of rosters, technical information, maps, schedules, and modeling information, 
depending on the make-up of that issue. A one-year subscription comes with a membership. 
And members are welcome to submit news items and articles. 
 
 
 

Click here for the CNWHS website:  https://cnwhs.org/wp1/ 
 

For the CNWHS Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/cnwhs 
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   Click here to start reading today: 
    https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 

For the RMC Facebook page, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/modelcraftsman 
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Now you can follow the Western Kansas Division on MeWe as well, just click on the link: 
 

https://mewe.com/p/westernkansasdivisionnmra 
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                                         Click this link for N Scale Supply:   
                                           https://www.nscalesupply.com/ 
 
 
                         For Rocky Mountain Train Supply, click this link: 
                                  https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/ 
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 Follow the activities of the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA on the MCoR website, (thanks Ryan!)  You will find 
the latest information on up-coming conventions, Tips from experts, copies of several Division newsletters, a list of up-
coming events in the Region, plus contact information for the Region and all the Divisions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

The Mid-Continent Region also has a Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 
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Convention Location 
Gaylord Texan 
Resort & Convention Center 
1501 Gaylord Trail 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
Phone:  (817) 778-1000 
 
 

             Click the link for the website:  https://www.2023texasexpress.com/ 
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 For the longest time, the Scenery Crew of the Western Kansas Rails N-scale layout struggled with the 
construction of believable roads.  One day, a trip to Hobby Lobby paid off with the discovery of “Silly Foam”. 
 
 It can be found in the crafts section on metal racks and has a varied assortment of names, Silly Foam, Funky 
Foam, Silly Winks, etc..  (Below)  The foam comes in sheets, some are plain foam while others are self-sticking.   
There are two sizes; 9-inch by 12-inch and 12-inch by 18-inch and two thicknesses; 2-mm and 3-mm.   

There are several basic colors, but we chose to stick with mostly white and some black.  The black sheets are correct for 
brand new asphalt, while the white can be painted with craft paints for any other concrete color. The positive aspects of 
the foam sheets are availability, low price, totally flexible, and takes water-based craft paint well.   
 
 The basic procedure is to use regular paper to map out your streets, remembering intersections have curved 
curbing and are broad enough for tractor trailers to make a turn (we used a correct sized bottle cap to make them 
standardized).  Once you have the roads planned out, cut out the road from the paper and trace the shape onto the foam, 
then use sharp scissors or hobby knife to cut out the road surface.  Use the portion of your original paper template that you 
cut the road shape from and place it in the correct position on the layout surface, then trace the inside lines where the road 
will be. 
 
 The best glue for bonding the foam we found is Aileen’s Tacky Glue which comes out white but dries clear and 
won’t disturb the foam.  You want just a thin film of glue on the surface, so lay a bead of glue and use a scrap piece of 
foam as a scraper and move the glue around until you have a complete yet thin film of glue.  Lay the road foam on the 
glue and lightly press down. 
 

 Another tool from Hobby Lobby is the roller (left).  Hold one end with your 
fingers as the roller will tend to push it away and gently roll the foam until it is 
completely mated with the glue and there are no air bubbles (if there are, stick with a 
pin).  For modern roads, you can go the extra mile and cut the proper width strip of 
foam to lay next to the road surface, cutting out where drains will be.  It would be 
easier to do this after the main road is painted as curbs are usually lighter in color. 
 
 Now to the curbs, we chose to use the thinner 2-mm thickness for the roads and 
parking lots, and then cut thin strips of the 3-mm to use for the curbs as the 1-mm 
difference is correct for N-scale.  You can also use the 3-mm thickness for sidewalks. 

 
 Once everything is down and allowed to dry, use the craft paint of your choice to determine if you are modeling 
new or older concrete. 
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 (Above)  Once scene from the WKR layout.  In this view we can see a four lane highway, plus a Wal-Mart 
parking lot.  There are curbs on either side of the road and near the entrance the sidewalks are along the curb while in the 
upper-left they are in the middle of the divider.  The concrete colors used were a light grey to simulate relatively new 
concrete, while you could also use a tan shade for older concrete.  Chart tape was used for the yellow and white lane 
markings and weathering was accomplished with chalks sealed with Dullcoat. 
 

If you are modeling much 
older, beaten roads it would be easy to 
make cracks and potholes in the foam.   
 

(Right)  Another possibility is 
a “patch”, where crews use a wet saw 
to cut a rectangle hole, then fill with 
new concrete.  (Right) We had a 
damaged section of a parking lot, so 
we cut out the damaged portion, filled-
in underneath for support. 
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(Above)  The “new” concrete patch in place. 
 
We used the removed section of damaged concrete to trace on some new foam, cut it out, and did a test fit to 

make sure it fit the hole.  To make the process easier, the patch was painted a light grey color before installation, and once 
dried a bit of glue was applied and the patch mounted in place.  (Note: the larger crack is the seam between two modules). 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click this link for the Operations Special Interest group Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG 
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Katy Railroad Historical Society 
 

The Katy Railroad Historical Society, a non-profit organization, was formed in Parsons, Kansas, on October 1, 
1977, with a nucleus of 43 charter members. The purpose of the society is to bring together in close association those 
persons who have a common interest in the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, known to many as the Katy.  

To increase the enjoyment of their interest through appropriate activities. These include group trips to points on 
the railroad, photographic excursions, photo, slide, and video shows, meetings, discussions, and other undertakings of a 
fundamentally social nature. The encouragement of members to contribute to the collection, compilation, and publication 
of interesting data pertaining to the Katy, including preservation of such information for future reference. The increase of 
knowledge of and fostering of goodwill towards the M-K-T Railroad among members and the public. The promotion of 
good fellowship among the members through ethical social functions found to be beneficial, educational, and morally 
wholesome to those interested in the Katy Railroad. 

2023 KRHS CONVENTION 

April 20 – April 23, 2023 
Palestine, Texas 
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For the KRHS website, click here:  https://katyrailroad.org/ 

 
Click here for the KRHS Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/katyrailroad 
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The purpose of NRail is to promote N Scale model railroading in all forms, all standards 

wherever N Scale is present.  NRail has been the voice of N Scale model railroading for over 45 
years.  Starting as NTRAK, it created the first national modular standard, provided the vehicle 
for N Scale to grow to the second most popular scale in North America, was the birthplace of T-
TRAK and today is the home of N Scale model railroading.  We welcome all N scalers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click this link for the NRail website:  https://nrail.org/ 
 

For the NRail Facebook page, click this link:  www.facebook.com/NRail.org 
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Click the link to start reading today:  nscalerailroadingmagazine.com/download 
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Check out the Proses catalog here:  https://proses.com/shop/ 
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Click here for the Convention website:  https://2023mcorconvention.com/ 
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Founded in 1984, UPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and sharing 
the history of the Union Pacific Railroad. As of the beginning of 2016, the Society has about 1,900 members. 
Historians, railfans, employees, and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and in-
depth material concerning historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union 
Pacific and predecessor companies. Railroad employees, managers, and retirees are welcome. 
 

Publications: The UPHS publishes The Streamliner, a professionally 
produced and beautifully illustrated quarterly journal featuring the finest work of 
historians and other experts on all aspects of Union Pacific Railroad operations, 
traffic, management, equipment, and facilities. 

In addition to our journal, the UPHS publishes books relating Union Pacific’s rich 
history of traffic, operations, motive power, and rolling stock. Our most recent 
book is Jeff Asay’s Union Pacific Northwest, tracing the history of UP in Oregon, 
Washington, and Northern Idaho. We also have published a history of the early 
streamliner era 1934-1941 as well as a comprehensive series of prototype photo 
books of UP steam power. 

We invite you to join the Union Pacific Historical Society. 
 

Click here for the UPHS website:  https://uphs.org/ 
 

For the UPHS Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/510647068947263 
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Click here for the Micro-Mark website: 
  https://www.micromark.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAo-yfBhD_ARIsANr56g62AG7D1unMP7fef-T0shzq2HDqO7r9_s-
Cb2TexCBOjrFcAUJZWH8aAkkLEALw_wcB 
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Check out the Western Kansas Division YouTube channel for the latest 
videos of model trains, layout tours, WKR updates, tips, and more… 
 
 
 
 
The latest videos… 
 

 
 
      Throwback Sunday:  After discovering a few 
locomotives in storage that had not been run in over 20-years, 
they were cleaned up, lubed, and given a run-by… 
 
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmk2fxULshM 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Electrical Repair:   During the recent McPherson Train Show 
the WKR N-scale layout suffered an electrical failure.  Now 
that the repair was made, we did a test to check out the repair. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13UbJudpjY8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here for the Western Kansas Division YouTube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAYts-734jw 
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      (Below)  On a snowy day in early February in Dodge City, 
Kansas, BNSF 3777 was in the yard the point unit for a 
westbound freight.   
 
       The precocious seven-year-old started life in March of 
2016 as BNSF 3777 a GE ET44C4�7<,	�
�
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      (Right)  BNSF 5181 was trailing 
the 3777 in the consist.  The much 
older sibling was constructed in 
November of 2003 as a GE C44-9W. 
 
      The GE C44-9W is a 4,400 hp  
diesel-electric locomotive built by 
GE Transportation Systems of Erie, 
Pennsylvania.   Keeping in tradition 
with GE's locomotive series 
nicknames beginning with the "Dash 
7" the C44-9W was dubbed the Dash 
9 upon its debut in 1993. 
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 (Above)  The BNSF track gang are doing some welding on the track. 
 
 (Below)  BNSF 1438 is paired with a EMD SD40-2 and they are backing up in the process of making up a train. 
The current 1438 began life as Burlington Northern 9261 in January of 1991 as a EMD SD60M.  Still in black, green, & 
white colors, it became BNSF 9261, then BNSF 8161, then BNSF 1438 and later receiving the BNSF colors. 
 

The EMD SD60 is a 3,800 horsepower, six-axle diesel-electric locomotive built by EMD.  Intended for heavy-
duty drag freight or medium-speed freight service, it was introduced in 1984, and production ran until 1995. The SD60 is 
essentially identical to the SD50 externally, but has a different prime mover, the new 16-cylinder EMD 710G3A, and a 
computer-controlled electrical system.   The SD60M features a "North American safety cab" design and has a full-width 
short hood.  
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Visit the website today: 
          https://midwestmodelrr.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAo-yfBhD_ARIsANr56g5onjg2HoGwU3h1z_U7MdmHu9-
csfvnaN0f_qy82K47cgdQed4Fb80aAiV8EALw_wcB 
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Trackside Model Railroading is a publisher for model train enthusiasts who want to 
enjoy layout tours in depth. The digital magazine is advertisement-free and covers two layouts 
each month. We feature layouts of all the fine scales with lots of full-page photos, articles about 
the railroads, and short videos.  
 

Our DVD and Blu-ray movies feature much more video of 
the layouts and often include interviews, operations, and creative 
backstories and railroad history. 
 
 
 
 

Click here to start reading or watching today:  https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/ 
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 Our mission is to preserve and promote the heritage  of the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad and its affiliates. This includes the Texa s & Pacific, Chicago & Eastern 
Illinois, Kansas Oklahoma & Gulf, Alton & Southern and many other roads that 

were part of the MP family.  

Please consider becoming a member and help us keep this history alive.   

 
All memberships include a year's worth (normally four quarterly 

issues) of "The Eagle" magazine and the following year's calendar. 
Members will also receive discounted pricing on selected Missouri 
Pacific books, back issues of The Eagle, previous year's calendars, and 
other selected items in the Company Store. 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here for the MPHS website:  http://www.mopac.org/ 
 

For the MPHS Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/MoPacHistorical 
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Want to "test drive" the NMRA for a little while? 

Sign up for our 9-month Rail Pass trial membership for only $19.95! This Includes 9 months of the Digital 
NMRA Magazine. 

The Rail Pass offer is good in the U.S. only and is for new members and those who have not been NMRA 
members for two years or more. Individuals can join at the Rail Pass rate only once. Rail Pass members can 
attend conventions and participate in contests but cannot hold office or vote in NMRA events. Membership will 
renew at the regular membership rate. 

 

Click for the NMRA  website:  https://www.nmra.org/ 
 

Click here for the Mid-Continent Region website:  http://mcor-nmra.org/ 
 

Click here for the Western Kansas Division Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://www.nscalemagazine.com/ 
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Click here for the Western Kansas Division Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
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(Above)  A EMD DDA40X under construction at LaGrange. 
 

From Wikipedia:  The EMD DDA40X is a 6,600 hp  D-D locomotive, built by EMD from 1969 to 1971 
exclusively for the Union Pacific Railroad.   It is the most powerful diesel-electric locomotive model ever built on a single 
frame, having two 16-645E3A diesel prime movers. 

UP's DDA40X locomotives were the ultimate culmination of the company's experiments with extremely powerful 
locomotives that began with its gas turbine-electric locomotives and DD35s.  In 1969, Union Pacific was retiring the last 
of their gas turbine-electric locomotives.   Beginning in 1963, Union Pacific had ordered EMD DD35s and DD35As to 
replace the turbines, and the DDA40X was a further development from this design. 

The first DDA40X, UP 6900, was delivered in April 1969, in time to participate in the celebrations of the 
centennial anniversary of the completion of the first transcontinental railroad driving the "Gold Spike Limited".  *���	�	��
	����
������������������
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����	� � Forty-six more were built between June 1969 and September 1971, numbered from 6901 to 6946. 

The "X" in the model number stood for experimental, as DDA40X Centennials were testbeds for technology that 
would go into future EMD products. UP frequently used these locomotives to haul heavy freights. Each unit successfully 
ran about two million miles before they were retired from revenue service in 1985. 
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Despite their excellent performance and relatively good efficiency, these units were costly to maintain, 

which ultimately prompted Union Pacific to begin placing them into storage in the early 1980s. But in early 
1984, as rail traffic rebounded, Union Pacific brought 25 units out of storage and rebuilt them to return to 
service.   All locomotives were finally retired by 1986.  

 
Eleven DDA40X units are preserved by various museums, while another unit survives as a source of 

spare parts for other locomotives. UP 6936, the last operating unit, was owned by Union Pacific and was used 
in excursion service until 2016. In 2022, this locomotive was donated by Union Pacific to the Railroading 
Heritage of Midwest America, which plans to return the locomotive to operation. 
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If you are looking to add to your fleet of DRGW or 
ATSF HO Scale Ballast Cars from Bowser MFG  
make sure to check out the exclusive numbers for 
each only available at Spring Creek Model Trains!�

 
 

Click here for the Spring Creek website: 
https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/product-category/spring-creek-exclusives/in-stock-exclusives-spring-creek-
exclusives/?fbclid=IwAR3VjFNQOgVDNE5U25VT6hSynIN2WHZkXWcEZaWXHbPfFjX5MHc7NKpIwBc 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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The Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society (RGM&HS) founded in 2001 is a Colorado non-profit corporation 
whose membership consists of diverse group of historians, collectors, railfans, photographers, modelers and railroad 
employees who have banded together to share one common interest, the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad, and its 
predecessors. The mission of the Society is to preserve and disseminate historical information about the Denver & Rio 
Grande Western Railroad for the benefit of our members and to others by locating, gathering, preserving, interpreting 
tangible items relating to the D&RGW and distributing information, documents, publications thus promoting fellowship 
and education among persons with interests in the railroad. 

The RGM&HS publishes The Prospector, our professionally produced and beautifully illustrated 
quarterly magazine featuring the finest work of historians and other experts on all aspects of Rio 
Grande Railroad.  We make available individual issues and volume sets of the magazine for 
purchase from our website—from the current issue to back issues of The Prospector over the past 
20 years back to Volume 1 which was first published in 2002. 

We invite you to join  the RGM&HS.     

                                      All Members receive: 

·  One year (4 issue) subscription to The Prospector, the official magazine of the Society 
·  A subscription to the Society's e-mail newsletter, the Green Light. 
·  Members-only emails with advance notice of events, programs, and offers 
·  Special benefits and features in the Members-only section of the Society's website 
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     (Left)  The Western Kansas Rails N-scale layout is 
back home after the McPherson Show in January. 
 
 
      One difference between constructing a fixed, home- 
based layout and a sectional, traveling layout is damage.  
Of course, home layouts can be damaged, but traveling 
layouts have many more opportunities for bad things to 
happen.   
 
       Almost a year ago during tear-down after a show, 
one of the main buss cables got caught between the 
locking struts on the banquet table folding legs.  When 

closed on a wire bundle, they act like scissors, and one wire was cut through on the inner line.  We ignored the damage for 
a while as power is fed from both directions so the line continued to run, that is until the McPherson Show, where another 
fault occurred on another section making the line inoperable for a while until the new fault was corrected.   
 
 
       (Right)  Section three, the one with the 
cut wire is laid on it’s back on a table for 
easy access. 
 
       The Electrical Crew already knew 
where the cut wire was, so it was just a 
matter of assembling the replacement parts 
and tools on the table top. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
        (left)  This is the main buss line that was caught in 
the leg locking struts, cutting a single wire before being 
stopped.  
 
         Decades ago, the Electrical Crew decided to 
abandon the Cinch Jones connectors which required a 
pair of connectors for each line in favor of the Molex 
connectors from Radio Shack.  The entire electrical buss 
went through one pair of connectors making set-up and 
tear-down quicker.   
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        (Left)  The first task in the repair 
is to remove the original male 
connector from the shell.  Here are 
two new connectors and notice the 
two “wings” sticking out from the 
body.  These snap out when inserted 
into the shell, locking it in place. 
 
        To remove the connector, the 
“wings” must be retracted, so a trip to 
the hardware store procured a piece of 
5/32-inch diameter brass tubing. 

 
 (Right)  The top piece of tubing is the original piece and below is the 
short piece used for the operation.  The end was narrowed just a bit to fit into the 
hole in the connector. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
       (Left)  Here is the original connector after being 
removed from the connector. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

(Right)  The next step in the process was to pull-apart the speaker wire we used back 
a couple of inches to get to clean wire.  A short piece of the same type of wire was located 
and split apart.  Since we are repairing the white stripe wire, we used the same for the repair. 
For this type of repair, the Crew prefers the “Western Union” splice which is then soldered 
together for a strong bond that is barely larger in diameter than the wire itself. 
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 (Right)  Once the solder joint has cooled the Crew installed heat 
shrink tubing to protect the joint. 
 
 
 
 

 
      (Left)  The new male connector soldered 
to the wire. 
 
      One of the hard parts is to calculate just 
how much replacement wire to use now that 
the splice is completed, too much and you 

have a bulky loop of wire hanging out which can cause problems, and on the other hand, too short…and you start all over 
again. 
 
 
 
 (Right)  The Crew got it just about right as once the new male 
connector was inserted permanently into the shell, there was no bulging wire 
to cause problems.  The connector is now ready for service again. 
 
 
 
 (Below)  Repairs always get tested, here three sections are assembled 
with the power cart connected to one end.  A locomotive was run back and 
forth on the affected line, and the repair was a success. 
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Keep up-to-date on the activities of the Western Kansas Division on their Facebook page: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click here to start reading today:  https://www.trains.com/ 
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The Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society is an independent non-profit 

corporation devoted to preserving, studying, and sharing information about the former Santa Fe 
Railway; from its rich history and fascinating operations, to its distinctive equipment and facilities. 
 

 
The Society and its predecessors have been publishing information 

about the Santa Fe since 1969. The Society offers exceptional publications 
on the history and modeling of the Santa Fe. From its flagship quarterly 
magazine, The Warbonnet, to its comprehensive books on history, motive 
power, rolling stock and modeling, the Society is the definitive and 
authoritative source on all things Santa Fe. 
 

Membership Benefits 

Regular members receive the Society’s quarterly magazine, The 
Warbonnet, the quarterly newsletter, Running Extra, and receive a 20% 
discount on most Society publications and offerings.  They also receive 
access to the Members’ Only area of the website, which contains 
hundreds of documents about the Santa Fe. 

Click here for the SFRHMS website:  https://sfrhms.org/ 
 

For the SFRHMS Facebook page, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/SFRHMS 
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4th & 5th  21st Annual Train Show & Swap Meet       Lawrence, KS. 
Sat & Sun  http://lawrencemodelrailroadclub.org/ 
 
11th & 12th  Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show               Garden City, KS. 
Sat & Sun Finney Co. Exhibition Building 
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1st & 2nd  Rocky Mountain Train Show                                   Denver, CO. 
Sat & Sun  rockymountaintrainshow.com/ 
 
15th & 16th  29th Annual Train Show                             North Platte, NE. 
Sat & Sun D & N Event Center 
 
15th  Arkansas City Train Show            Arkansas City, KS. 
Saturday http://www.wichitatoytrainmuseum.org/ 
 
22nd & 23rd  Spring Creek Model Trains FreeMo Event Center                   Deshler, NE. 
Sat & Sun  Thayer County Event Center - springcreekmodeltrains.com/show-schedule/ 
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On the back cover: 
 A snowy day in February found a westbound grain train idling in the Dodge City Yard. 
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