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The Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society 

is a Colorado non-profit corporation whose 
membership consists of diverse group of 
historians, collectors, railfans, photographers, 
modelers and railroad employees who have 
banded together to share one common interest, 
the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad and 
its predecessors.  

The fellowship created by this common interest 
and the opportunity for networking with members 
and others are the Society’s greatest assets. 
Activities to promote this fellowship are geared 
to serve the wide variety of interests of its 
members on almost every facet of the D&RGW 
as it served as the "Action Road". 

The mission of the Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society is to preserve and disseminate historical 
information about the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad for the benefit of our members and to others by 
locating, gathering, preserving, interpreting tangible items relating to the D&RGW and distributing information, 
documents, publications thus promoting fellowship and education among persons with interests in the railroad. 

Among the RGM&HS publications we publish The Prospector, our professionally produced and 

beautifully illustrated quarterly magazine featuring the finest work of historians and other experts 

on all aspects of Rio Grande Railroad.  We make available individual issues and volume sets of 

the magazine for purchase from our website—from the current issue to back issues of The 

Prospector over the past 20 years back to Volume 1 which was first published in 2002. 

 

                                  Join us today!       Your membership includes: 

• One year  subscription to The Prospector (4 issues), the official quarterly 
magazine of the Society. 

• A subscription to the Society’s e-mail newsletter, the Green Light. 
• Members-only emails with advance notice of Society events, programs, and offers. 
• Special benefits and features in the Members-only section of the Society’s website. 

Click here for the RGM&HS website:  https://rgmhs.org/ 

 

For the Facebook page of the RGM&HS, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/rgmhs.org 
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For a limited time, act today! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to start reading today:  https://kalmbachhobbystore.com/ 
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Spring Creek Model Trains 
Whether you are one of our “show” regulars or a first-time visitor, we gladly invite you to come 

on in and browse around. You can follow us on Facebook by joining our page. We use 

Facebook and our newsletter to let you know when we have new announcements on the web 

site and any changes in our show schedule.  Our newsletter is also used to send new product 

announcements and arrivals. 

 

Kansas Show Schedule 
Missouri Pacific Historical Society – Wichita, KS. – Saturday October 7th 

Great Train Show – Kansas City, KS. – Saturday/Sunday – October 14th & 15h 

Wichita Toy Train Club – Wichita, KS. – Saturday/Sunday – October 28th & 29th 

 

Visit our web site:  https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 

 

Click this link to view our Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains 
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Click the link to start reading today: 

https://nscalerailroadingmagazine.com/ 
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Real Deal 

 

(Above)  BNSF has been busy making upgrades to the Dodge City, Kansas yard.  This 

view is South of the Depot (on the left) looking East. It appears there are now two new 

storage tracks.  On the right is a huge pile of new and used ties. 

 

(Below)  On the East side of the yard, several months ago, they cut in a switch leading to 

the ADM grain mill, and recently there have been cars spotted there. 
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Real Deal 
 

 

 

(Left)  Also on the East end 

of the DC yard, BNSF has 

added new tracks  for the 

expanded Cattle Feed 

producer, which has added a 

significant increase of tank 

car traffic. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Jerry Bruce Photo 

(Above) Siding near Alexander, Ks. EB 100 hoppers, loads heading towards terminal east of Great Bend...He will be met 

by WB empties coming from Rush Center this sunny day of September 8th, 2023, here on The Scott City Sub on K&O 

Line….Jerry Bruce of McPherson, KS. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

(Below) WB K&O locals at McPherson handling propane empties Near Conway Underground Storage Facility...Fuels are 

stored year around there in preparation for Old Man Winters return! Many hundreds of semi tankers haul out of there each 

year, to be distributed to bulk propane facilities around the country...JB 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Jerry Bruce Photo 
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Real Deal 
Note From Clarence Matthews of Lees Summit, Mo. 

Robert  
This afternoon the 10th empty unit tank train will show up in Dodge City headed for the Seaboard Farms 
Biodiesel plant in Hugoton.  107 to 109 cars.  This has become a steady Unit train making the trip about every 
10 days. It runs from Hugoton, KS to Trigo, California.  The ingredients for the biodiesel come from the non-
edible fat generated by the slaughterhouses, both cattle and swine, in the area. 
 
Seaboard Farms bought the defunct Abengoa Ethanol plant in Hugoton and converted it to a biodiesel plant. 
 
More traffic for the CVR sub..  Clarence Matthews 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WICHITA, Kan. (KWCH) - Wichita’s Great Plains Transportation Museum (GPTM) is kicking off a 
fundraising effort to perform a full cosmetic restoration of historic Santa Fe Railway diesel-electric locomotive 
No. 93.  

Built by the Electro-Motive Division (EMD) of General Motors Corporation at La Grange, Ill., in late 1967, 93 
was donated to the museum by BNSF Railway in June 1999. The 93 pulled Santa Fe passenger trains between 
Chicago and California or Texas and freight trains for Santa Fe and successor BNSF Railway throughout those 
railroad systems, rolling up millions of miles. 

“Actor and Santa Fe Railway enthusiast Michael Gross, best known for playing Steven Keaton on Family Ties 
and Burt Gummer in the Tremors movie franchise, will be the face and voice of our efforts to restore 93 to its 
former glory,” GPTM president John Deck said.  

GPTM’s locomotive 93 fundraising goal is $193,000, which will cover mechanical work required to move the 
locomotive round trip from Wichita to Kansas City, transportation costs, restoration work and visitor access 
staircases for display once the locomotive returns to Wichita.  
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Click this link for the NMRA website:  https://www.nmra.org/ 
 

 

Click this link for the Facebook page of the NMRA:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/46322574676 
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The purpose of NRail is to promote N Scale model railroading in all forms, all standards 

wherever N Scale is present.  NRail has been the voice of N Scale model railroading for over 45 

years.  Starting as NTRAK, it created the first national modular standard, provided the vehicle 

for N Scale to grow to the second most popular scale in North America, was the birthplace of T-

TRAK and today is the home of N Scale model railroading.  We welcome all N scalers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the N-Rail website:  https://nrail.org/ 

 

Click this link for the N-Rail Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/NRail.org 
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Click this link to start reading today:  https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
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Katy Railroad Historical Society 
The Katy Railroad Historical Society was formed in Parsons, Kansas, on October 1, 1977, with a nucleus of 43 charter 

members. The purpose of the society is to bring together in close association those persons who have a common interest in 

the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, known to many as the Katy.   To increase the enjoyment of their interest through 

appropriate activities, including group trips to points on the railroad, photographic excursions, photo, slide, and video 

shows, meetings, discussions, and other undertakings of a fundamentally social nature. The encouragement of members to 

contribute to the collection, compilation and publication of interesting data pertaining to the Katy, including preservation 

of such information for future reference. The increase of knowledge of and fostering of goodwill towards the M-K-T 

Railroad among members and the public. The promotion of good fellowship among the members through ethical social 

functions that are beneficial, educational, and morally wholesome to those interested in the Katy Railroad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the KRHS website:  https://katyrailroad.org/# 

 

For the Facebook page of the KRHS, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/katyrailroad 
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Follow the activities of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA on their Facebook page: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also follow the Western Kansas Division on MeWe: 

https://mewe.com/p/westernkansasdivisionnmra 
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Baldwin Centipede 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia… 

The Baldwin DR-12-8-1500/2 (nicknamed the Centipede) was the Baldwin Locomotive Works' first serious 

attempt at a production road diesel locomotive. The Baldwin type designation was 'DR-12-8-1500/2,' meaning 

Diesel Road locomotive, with 12 axles (8 of which were driven), and two engines of 1,500 horsepower each. 

The trucks were configured in a 2-D+D-2 wheel arrangement. The nickname came from the numerous axles set 

in a nearly unbroken line, much like the legs of a centipede. 
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Built between December 1945 and July 1948, the "Babyface" design reflected Baldwin steam and electric 
locomotive practice. The carbody rode on two massive articulated cast steel half-frames cast by General Steel 
Castings, linked at the middle with a hinged joint. Unpowered four-wheel trucks at each end guided the 
locomotive through curves for stability at speed. Internal wiring was passed through metal conduits exactly like 
those used on a steam locomotive, which proved troublesome in practice.  

The prototype 2-unit set was built in 1945 and toured American railroads. Orders followed from the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, the Seaboard Air Line Railroad, and the National Railways of Mexico (NdeM). The two 
demonstrators (originally ordered by Union Pacific Railroad as #998 and #999) were never sold and were 
eventually scrapped. The "Centipedes" were essentially obsolete during production, unable to compete with the 
more advanced locomotive design and technology offered by EMD. Reliability was an ongoing problem, and as 
they were built one at a time (like steam locomotives) each one was a bit different in the placement of wiring 
and equipment, which complicated even routine maintenance. The PRR units were eventually derated and 
relegated to helper service. Most PRR and SAL units were scrapped by the early 1960s, while NdeM units 
lasted slightly longer and were in service until the late 1960s. No Centipedes have been preserved.  

The models manufactured for Ferrocarriles Nacionales de México (NdeM) were sent back to Baldwin shops to 
receive the MU receptacles to work in a trailing position with other locomotives. Those Mexican Centipedes 
end their days as Helper Service in División San Luis, for the "Carneros" hill.  
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Click this link for the Midwest Model Railroad website: 
https://midwestmodelrr.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwpc-oBhCGARIsAH6ote88ZuvBeFtwk8vxvkqs6lO0_ufo0ZAeXoZUmbDScgVFpOjbHfF6j3QaArTNEALw_wcB 
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Click this link to start reading today: 

 

https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) is to discuss, 

develop and disseminate ways of operating model railroads to realistically emulate 

practices of the prototype. This includes sharing information on various methods of 

generating and controlling traffic to heighten the feeling that our models are an active and 

integral part of the national rail transportation network, serving shippers and consignees 

throughout the nation. We also discuss and communicate information about the methods 

and procedures used by the real railroads and ways of most practically and realistically 

adapting them to the model world. So, if you like to operate the railroad you've created, 

this is a place to learn more and find others with similar interests. 

 

 

We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which in addition to containing articles 

and information on railroad operations (both prototype and model), contains listings of operating 

layouts, sessions, and events that members are invited to attend. Back issues are available. In 

addition, the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for publicizing regional operating events 

and meetings, where layouts are open for guest operations.  

 

   Click this link for the OPSIG website:  https://www.opsig.org/ 
 

 

 

 

We also have a Facebook page and send out the Second Section email newsletter on a regular 

basis.  
 

 

 

Click this link for the OpSig Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG 
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Frisco.org - St. Louis-San Francisco Railway 

 
Welcome to Frisco.org!  
 
The St. Louis–San Francisco Railway (affectionately known as the “Frisco”) was a St. Louis-

based railroad that operated in nine Midwest and southern states from 1876 to 1980.  The railroad stretched 
from Kansas City to Pensacola and St. Louis to Oklahoma City and Dallas, having some of the most iconic 
motive power, logos, and slogans in the history of railroading. The Frisco was also renowned for excellent 
passenger service led by some of the best-looking steam locomotives ever built and celebrated for fast freight 
hauling behind steam locomotives of its own design as well as diesels in the later era.  
 
Born as a branch of the great Pacific Railroad project of the mid-19th Century, the Frisco became a separate 
entity that helped to feed the population of a growing nation, helped build its factories and ship those factories’ 
products, helped win two World Wars, and helped to carry Americans East and West, North and South in style 
and comfort. In the 104 years of its separate existence, it became a major corporation that provided the best 
service possible to its customers while treating its employees like a big family, never losing the homey touch 
enshrined in its Ozarks-inspired Coonskin logo.  
 
Fiscal responsibility, pragmatic management, and a touch of whimsy combined to make the Frisco a road 
beloved by all its fans, the Frisco People, those who did business with the road and those who worked for the 
road, or at least wished they had.  
 
 

Click this link to find the Frisco.Org website:  http://frisco.org/shipit/index.php 
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Everything you ever wanted to know about the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA can be found here: 

http://mcor-nmra.org/ 
 

 

Click this link for the Mid-Continent Region Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 
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WKR Layout Update 
    (Left)  On Section 

10, the Robinson Oil 

scene, the Scenery 

Crew started with the 

oil tank farm.  

  

    A containment pit 

was constructed, then a 

false floor was added so 

the tank farm can be 

removed for transport. 

 

     The floor was 

weathered, and the 

basic tank shapes were 

added, and that’s where 

we moved on. 

 

    Lately, we decided 

the scene was too plain, 

and needed some detail 

upgrades. 

 

      (Right)  One of the first steps was to scan the industrial pages of 

Shapeways (http://www.shapeways.com).  We found a pair of  3-D 

printed horizontal tanks with pipes and access ladders.  It was easy to 

paint the set white, then add detail paints to the handrails and the 

pipes.  This was a good option to fill the “hole” in the middle of the 

tank farm. 

 

 

 

 

     (Left)  For simple colors, such as 

white or black, we prefer Krylon paints. 

For the tanks, we used flat white.  The Krylon paints cover well and does not eat plastic. 

 

 

 

    (Right)  The main reason we like Krylon paints.  

Is the spray nozzle.  Model spray paints put out a  

fan of small droplets, while the Krylon nozzle  

emits a fine mist of paint for better control. 
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WKR Layout Update 
 

    (Right)  After planning 

out the pipe runs on paper, 

holes were drilled in the top 

of the tanks and brass rod 

was shaped, piece by piece. 

 

    Sheet styrene was cut into 

thin strips, then cut into 

individual pipe anchors.  

Smaller pieces were glued to 

the sides of the tanks, while 

the others were glued to the 

floor. 

 

    Note, the original 

horizontal tank was moved 

to provide room for the new 

tanks. 

 

 

 

 

     (left)  Once the pipes were all shaped, they were individually painted with Model 

Master “Aluminum” paint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       (Right)  Starting to work on the right-side piping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    (Left)  The right-side piping painted and installed. 
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WKR Layout Update 
 

 

    (Left)  The piping on the left side is installed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    (Right)  After posting some photos on Facebook, a kind person noticed a couple of 

errors, one of which is no vents on the top of the tanks.  This was easily remedied  

with the use of two sizes of styrene tubing we had on hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

    (left)  We have added a filling hose on the end of the horizontal tank, and a 

collection bin (red top) to contain materials in the event of a spill. 

 

 

 

 

 

    (Right)  After painting the tank set white, then detail painting the piping and 

handrails, the new horizontal tank set is also installed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    (Left)  An overhead view of the completed tank 

farm insert.  We have added the final details, the cross-

over stairs and the control panel. 
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WKR Layout Update 
 

 

 

 

    (Left)  The upgraded tank farm installed in the containment pit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    (Right)  Phase 1 of the scene upgrade is now 

complete.  This is the Operator’s view from inside 

the layout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    (Left)  The completed scene from the 

Spectator’s view from outside the layout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    The Scenery Crew is already hard at work on 

Phase 2 of the upgrade, and the photos and 

details will appear in next month’s issue… 
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Founded in 1984, the UPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the 

history of the Union Pacific Railroad. As of the beginning of 2016, the Society has about 1,900 members. 

Historians, railfans, employees, and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and in-

depth material concerning historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union 

Pacific and predecessor companies. Railroad employees, managers, and retirees are welcome. 
 

 

Publications: The UPHS publishes The Streamliner, a professionally produced and 

beautifully illustrated quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historians and other 

experts on all aspects of Union Pacific Railroad operations, traffic, management, 

equipment, and facilities. 

 

In addition to our journal, the UPHS publishes books relating Union Pacific’s rich 

history of traffic, operations, motive power, and rolling stock. Our most recent book is 

Jeff Asay’s Union Pacific Northwest, tracing the history of UP in Oregon, Washington, 

and Northern Idaho. We also have published a history of the early streamliner era 1934-

1941 as well as a comprehensive series of prototype photo books of UP steam power. 

 

 

�  Regular membership  Both Youth and Regular memberships entitle one to receive four issues of our highly acclaimed 

quarterly magazine, The Streamliner, as well as discounts on selected products in the Company Store. 

 

 

Click this link for the UPHS website:  https://uphs.org/ 

 

For the Facebook page of the UPHS, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069786331658 

 

 
(Page 28) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click this link to start reading today:  https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/ 
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     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlsHGaGuSxM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YX1gjaPAl2A 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=br8VPkwuz9A 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the link to check out the Western Kansas Division YouTube page: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAYts-734jw 
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The purposes of the SFRH&M Society are: to promote, stimulate, foster and encourage by all legal manner and 

means the gathering, cataloging, preserving and making available to the general public for viewing, education 

and research, actual documents, equipment, photographs of equipment or structures, and any other data 

available concerning the history and heritage of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company, 

Incorporated and such predecessor, partnership, subsidiary, or successor organizations of that Company as 

history may disclose. 
 

The Society and its predecessors have been publishing information about the Santa Fe since 

1969. The Society offers exceptional publications on the history and modeling of the Santa Fe. 

From its flagship quarterly magazine, The Warbonnet, to its comprehensive books on history, 

motive power, rolling stock and modeling, the Society is the definitive and authoritative source on 

all things Santa Fe. 

 

 

 

 

Santa Fe Passenger Train Compendium compiled by Michael W. Flick and John R. Signor. 

While this compendium is by no means a complete or comprehensive review of all Santa Fe 

passenger trains, it does place within one cover the broad scope of Santa Fe passenger train 

articles published by the SFRH&MS and predecessors in a convenient and accessible single 

volume.  576 pages, hard cover with dust jacket, 543 black and white photos and 283 color 

images, 16 maps. 

 

Click here for the SFRHMS website:  https://sfrhms.org/ 

 

For the Facebook page of the SFRHMS, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/SFRHMS 
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Click this link to Rocky Mountain Train Supply:  https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Same great people… 

Same great selection… 

Same place:  https://www.nscalesupply.com/ 
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The Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad (FOBNR) historical society was chartered to gather, preserve, and 

share information about the history and the current operations of the Burlington Northern Railroad. The group began with 

about 140 members absorbed from the Burlington Northern Historical Society an organization interested in studying the 

history of the Burlington Northern Railroad. In 1996, following the merger between Burlington Northern and Santa Fe, 

the group voted to follow the Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the present. Then in 

2018 we added coverage of the Montana Rail Link. 

 

 

The Group’s quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of the organization that shares 

news about the group’s activities, BN historical data, and current operations of the railroad. It is 

currently a 30+ page all-color publication and will grow even larger as the Society grows and 

more members contribute more information. 

 

                               Join Us Today! 
 

 

Click here to visit the FOBNR website:  https://fobnr.org/ 

 

For the FOBNR Facebook page, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/fobnr 
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Date Book 
 

October 2023 
 

14th  Central Missouri Chapter TCA Ozark Division Swap Meet       Columbia, MO. 

Sat.  Columbia Senior Activity Center 
 

 

14th & 15th  Great Train Show                  Kansas City, KS. 

Sat & Sun https://www.trainshow.com/ 
 

 

28th – 29th  Wichita toy Train Club Train Show                        Wichita, KS. 

Sat – Sun  http://www.wichitatoytrainmuseum.org/ 
 

 

 

November 2023 
 

4th & 5th  Oklahoma City Train Show                    Oklahoma City, OK. 

Sat & Sun https://oklahomarailwaymuseum.org/okc-train-show/ 

 

 

25th & 26th Rocky Mountain Train Show           Loveland, CO. 

Sat & Sun https://rockymountaintrainshow.com/Default.aspx 
 

 

 

January 2024 
  McPherson Train Show                             McPherson, KS 
 

 

 

February 2024 
 

3rd & 4th  Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet            Wichita, KS. 

Sat & Sun https://www.nmrachisholmtraildivision.org/best-train-show.html  
 

 

 
(Page 38) 



 
 

(Page 39) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to start reading today:  https://www.nscalemagazine.com/ 
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(Above)   This is a Google Earth view of the East end of the BNSF yard in Dodge City, KS.  In past issues we noted the 

two new switches that were placed at the East end, just past Underpass Road.  On the top (North) the siding leads to the 

ADM grain mill facility.  On the bottom (South) the siding divides into two storage tracks for tank cars. 
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