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The Head End
by Paul Richardson, MMR

MCoR President
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O n January 30, many of the BOD mem-
bers were in attendance at the mid-
year meeting, but some were unable 

to attend because we had a ton of snow to 
the south of the Kansas City area. More in-
formation regarding the BOD meeting will 
follow in the next edition of the Head End.

I would like to focus this edition on the 
upcoming MCoR Convention. The Eastern 
Iowa Division is hosting the first-ever MCoR 
Convention to be held in eastern Iowa and it 
sounds like the convention team is going all 
out to make sure you have a great conven-
tion experience. The convention will be held 
from June 10–13 at the Clarion Hotel and 
Convention Center in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
This is the 60th anniversary of the MCoR 
and it will be something special so be sure 
to attend.

The convention will feature something for 
everyone including:

• An “ice-breaker” where you can get ac-
quainted and meet new friends. 

• Silent Auction — come by and bid on 
those items you just can’t live without.

• Non-rail activities — Plenty of things to 
see and do for the spouses.

• A printed guide for railfanning so you 

can go train spotting if you wish (be sure to 
stay off railroad property unless you have 
permission).

• Model Contests — come and join the 
fun, bring your models to the contest room.

• NMRA Achievement Program Judging — 
for those working to earn AP certificates.

• Model Displays — Don’t want to enter 
a contest or judging? Bring your models to   
display and show us your projects and share 
your ideas and techniques.

• Drawings for prizes for registered mem-
bers.

• A 2-day Train Show — Tons of products 
on display so you can find that item you 
need for your latest project.

• Layout tours — Visit local model layouts, 
see how others build their layouts

• Prototype and Industrial Tours — See 
how the prototype and industrial sites con-
duct business.

• A 3-hour train ride on the Iowa Inter-
state Railroad — seating is limited, so get 
your tickets right away.

If you wait until after March 31, the reg-
istration is $70 but if you register before 
March 31, you save $20 and that is $20 you 
can spend at the train show or silent auction 
to acquire new items for your railroad.

We are going to have a good time in East-
ern Iowa and I sure hope to see you there.

While you are there, be sure to find me 
and introduce yourself. We have a lot of 
members that I have not had the pleasure 
of meeting.

The Caboose Kibitzer needs your help. We 
need articles for the CK. Please take a few 
minutes and prepare an article and tell us 
how you perform your modeling tasks and 
share your techniques. 

Until next time, keep the wheels out of the 
dirt,

Paul

Conductor’s Call
BY CINTHIA PRIEST, Editor

W  henever I think of Matfield Green, 
Kansas, I immediately picture my-
self surrounded by sunflowers, lush 

green rolling hills, and fast-moving freight 
trains. This area of the Flint Hills holds a 
special place in my heart and in my mem-
ories. I have spent countless hours there, 
chasing Santa Fe hotshots through curves, 
cuts, and grades. The thrill of pacing SD45s 
and SD40–2s along Highway 177 sent my 
heart racing. Recounting those adventures 
makes me long for the bygone days of blue 
and yellow warbonnets.

One of my favorite things to do along this 
stretch of railroad was speed ahead of a 
train to the overpass near El Dorado Lake. 

Engineers, keen to our enthu-
siastic interest in their train, 
would oblige us with a couple 
toots of the air horn and a 
friendly wave “hello” as they 
approached. Here, trains passed directly un-
derneath, blasting us with hot exhaust. This 
hot air, combined with wind gusts caused by 
a 70mph freight train barreling down grade, 
lifted my hair, encircling me in its wake. Only 
at Matfield Green have I truly experienced 
railfanning with all my senses.

While I enjoy writing about all things San-
ta Fe, I think many of you readers will soon 
grow weary of the subject. Caboose Kibitzer 
is in desperate need of articles! Send your 

articles to me at the Kansas City address 
as soon as possible for consideration. I look 
forward to seeing all the great projects you 
completed this winter!				  
		  Cinthia
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The Crossroads of Eastern Iowa
2010 Mid-Continent Region Annual Convention

by the Eastern Iowa Division 2010 Convention Committee

Cedar Rapids

2010
Cedar Rapids

2010

MCoR  60th

Anniversary

Iowa. A few images come to mind: corn-
fields, barns, cornfields, trains, and corn-
fields; though the trains are of the most 

interest to us. A little known fact is that 
by 1915, Iowa was crisscrossed with over 
10,500 miles of track. Not bad for a state of 
only 56,276 square miles. Much of that track 
is gone today of course, but the railroads 
were responsible for transforming the state 
from a frontier land into the nation’s bread-
basket. Among the countless Iowa towns 
and cities that sprang up along the railroad 
is Cedar Rapids, located in the center of the 
eastern half of the state. Today, Cedar Rap-
ids is the crossroads of five rail companies: 
Union Pacific, Canadian Pacific, Iowa North-
ern, Cedar Rapids & Iowa City (CRANDIC), 
and Iowa Interstate. And it is here in Cedar 
Rapids that the 2010 Mid-Continent Region 
Annual Convention will take place, in cele-
bration of the Region’s 60th year. Mark your 
calendars now: the dates are Thursday June 
10th through Sunday June 13th. 

A full slate of clinics will be held Friday 
and Saturday during the convention. Among 
the many topics are: wiring for operation, 
modeling agriculture, era-specific vehicles, 
and scratchbuilding. Model display, contest, 
and NMRA judging will happen on Saturday. 
Bring something to show, even if it’s not fin-
ished! Over 90 tables of area dealers, local 
hobbyists, and other railroad groups will be 
available on Saturday and Sunday. There 
will be early-bird access to the train show 
for convention attendees. 

Above: A Chicago North & Western freight train 
blasts over the crossing on Eastern Iowa Division 
Member, Bob Perkin’s 17x17 HO layout in Cedar Rap-
ids. This nicely detailed railroad was started in 1991 
and Bob continues to make updates to the railroad.

Below: The Monticello HO Club located 30 minutes 
from Cedar Rapids in Monticello, Iowa, offers a large 
freelanced area for running multiple trains with plenty 
of space to photograph trains at various locations on 
the layout.

During the four days of the convention 
there will be opportunities to tour 15 private 
home and club layouts. These N, HO, and 
G Scale railroads will offer something of in-
terest for everyone who attends. A helpful 

layout tour booklet, included with the reg-
istration materials, contains maps with di-
rections, along with times and days that the 
layouts will be open during the convention. 
Transportation for the layout tours will be 
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Mid-Continent Regional Convention / The Crossroads of Eastern Iowa 2010 

Registration Form 
(Please send this registration form in with your payment) 

Advance Registration (until March 31st, 2010) is $50.00 for the convention 
Registration (after March 31st, 2010) is $70.00 for the convention 

You can sign up for an NMRA Rail Pass if you are not currently an NMRA member * 

Activity/Item Quantity x Price = Total $ 
Advance Convention Registration (until March 31st, 
2010) * 

 $50.00 per person  

Convention Registration (after March 31st, 2010) *  $70.00 per person  
* Add a Rail Pass if you are not currently an NMRA 
member 

 $9.95 per person  

Friday, June 11th, Prototype Tours: 
CRANDIC Railroad Shops and PMX Industries 

 $30.00 per person  

Friday, June 11th, Box Lunch between Prototype 
Tours and Train Excursion 

 $10.00 per person  

Friday, June 11th, Iowa Interstate Train Ride 
Excursion  (Limited seating) Note: the train is not ADA 
compliant / handicap accessible. 

 $40.00 per person  

Banquet Dinner (Saturday, June 12th)  $30.00 per person  
Train Show Vendor Tables  $25.00 per table  
HO Convention Car: ready-to-roll CRANDIC gondola 
with scrap load, by Athearn 

 $25.00 per car  

2010 Convention Polo Shirt, please circle size(s):  $30.00    S   M   L    XL   XXL   XXXL  
2010 Convention Patch  $5.00 each  
2010 60th Anniversary Pin 1 Included with registration Included 
2010 Convention Pen 1 Included with registration Included 
Layout Tour Maps and Directions 1 Included with registration Included 
Two-Day Train Show Admission 1 Included with registration Included 
Railfanning Guide for the Surrounding Area 1 Included with registration Included 
Non-Rail Activities 1 Included with registration Included 
 Total $ Enclosed:  

Checks / Money Orders only (no credit cards or cash, please) 
 
Name:        Email:               
 
Address:        Phone:               
 
City:         State:     Zip:   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
 
Additional Attendee Names:                  
 
                      
 
                      
 
 
 Make Check or Money Order Payable to:	
   2010 MCoR Regional Convention 
   Mail form and payment to:  Tony Bowen, MMR  
       588 6th Ave  
       Coggon, IA 52218-9618 
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the responsibility of convention attendees, 
and we encourage you to arrange carpools. 
Some layouts will be open multiple days of 
the convention, while others will be open for 
limited times, so you’ll want to look carefully 
and plan ahead for the layouts you want to 
see.

The Cedar Rapids & Iowa City (CRANDIC) 
Railway shops and PMX Industries in the 
Cedar Rapids area are the featured indus-
trial tours. And the Iowa Interstate Railroad 
will provide a three-hour train ride on two of 
their business cars, with an optional photo 
run by. Seating is limited, so register now! 
Note: the train is not handicap accessible. 
A railfanning guide will be included in your 
registration packet.

An awards banquet will be held Saturday 
evening, with featured speaker Cody Grivno 
of Model Railroader Magazine.

And, for those looking for non-rail activi-
ties, your registration packet will include a 
guide to many area sights, including: the 
Amana Colonies, Duffy’s Collectible Cars, 
the Czech Village, Grant Wood studio, The 
Antique Car Museum of Iowa, Indian Creek 
Nature Center, the Cedar Rapids Museum of 
Art, and the National Motorcycle Museum.

The 2010 Mid-Continent Regional Conven-
tion offers something for almost everyone, 
and we hope you’ll be able to join us at the 
Crossroads of Eastern Iowa. For more infor-
mation, point your web browser to eid.mcor-
nmra.org, or write to Tony Bowen, MMR, 588 
6th Ave, Coggon, IA 52218-9618.

Insets: Inside and outside view of the spacious con-
vention headquarters of the Kirkwood Community Col-
lege Center for Continuing Education in Cedar Rapids. 
This state-of-the-art facility will host two days of clin-
ics, model judging, contest, and display as well as a 
100-table train show with early-bird exclusive access 
for convention attendees.
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Above: Dick Isard will open up his backyard for the 
2010 Regional Convention Attendees to see his South-
land Express G Scale Railroad in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  
You will want to take your time on this layout not only 
to see the trains but the beautifully landscape plants 
and water features around the railroad.
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Matfield Green, Kansas, Area historical Survey
by cinthia Priest, Turkey Creek Division
all photos from Kansas State Historical Society collection

Beginning in 1922, Santa Fe constructed 
the El Dorado Cutoff between Ellinor and 
El Dorado, Kansas. The Cutoff chopped 

13.85 miles in distance and reduced the rul-
ing grade from 0.6 percent to 0.4 percent. 
The cost of the 49-mile line, in 1920 figures, 
was $4,000,000. The new line, now known 
as the mainline between Emporia and El Do-
rado, helped relieve the bottleneck of traffic 
at Emporia that originally was routed north 
and west to Florence, Kansas. 

The original layout of this area included 
two routes from Emporia east. The first, a 
double-track mainline, transported mostly 
freight through Ottawa Junction. The sec-
ond, a single-track line, carried mostly pas-
sengers by way of Topeka, Kansas. Both 
lines converged at Emporia, forming the bot-
tleneck as both freight and passengers had 
to move over the single route for 45 miles 
to Florence. At Florence, traffic diverged 
west to Newton or south to Augusta. From 
Augusta, traffic either went west to Welling-
ton or south to Arkansas City. From Newton, 
the rails continued west to La Junta, Colo-
rado, and farther west to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. From Wellington, the line continued 
southwest with such destinations as Am-
arillo, Texas, and Belen, New Mexico. From 
Arkansas City, lines continued south toward 
the Gulf of Mexico (The Gulf Lines).

Construction of an additional line next to 
the existing lines was initially considered. 
Instead of having a double-track mainline 
between Emporia via Ottawa Junction, it 
would have been a triple-track. The line to 
Topeka would then be a double-track main-
line. However, upon considering construct-
ing what would be the hypotenuse of the 
triangle from Emporia to Florence to El Do-
rado, the savings in track mileage became 
significant. Another important consideration 
in the construction of the cutoff versus add-
ing trackage alongside existing lines was in 
El Dorado itself. Santa Fe passed through 
El Dorado’s business district having numer-
ous city streets crossing the main. In addi-
tion, Missouri Pacific Railroad crossed over 
the main as well. With the cutoff, a belt line 
track that bypassed El Dorado to the east 
could easily be extended from the cutoff. 
The Missouri Pacific interlocking could be 
avoided by the construction of an overhead 
crossing. Thus, the railroad could improve 
freight handling times while largely eliminat-

ing the objectionable grade crossing condi-
tions in the business district.

Rail construction was not new to this 
area. Forty years prior, in 1886, Santa Fe 
had begun construction on a line from El-
linor through Gladstone to Bazar.  The nine-
mile project was subsequently abandoned. 
The three miles from Ellinor to Gladstone 
was pulled since there was a connection 
between Strong City and Gladstone. The 
line from Strong City to Bazar, through Glad-
stone, however, was operated as a minor 
branch up until the new cutoff was con-
structed. In 1902, Kansas City, Mexico & 
Orient acquired a right-of-way between Em-
poria and Ellinor and proceeded to grade a 
line nearly the entire distance to El Dorado. 
A large portion of that grading and bridge 
substructure was completed. Unfortunately, 
tracks were never laid. Twenty years later, 
in 1922, when Santa Fe’s management de-
cided to build the El Dorado Cutoff, great 
effort was made to acquire the Orient’s 
right-of-way to no avail. The Santa Fe cut-
off was constructed alongside the Orient’s 
right-of-way except in those portions of the 
line where it was necessary to diverge to 
obtain a 0.4 percent grade rather than the 
0.6 percent line adopted by the Orient. The 
El Dorado Cutoff was finally going to provide 
rail service to Matfield Green, Cassoday, 

and Chelsea, towns that were laid out and 
settled in anticipation of the original 1886 
line construction.

The new line followed the drainage of the 
Cottonwood River and its tributary, Mercer 
Creek, to a summit approximately one mile 
north of Cassoday. From the summit, the 
line descended along the general direction 
of the Walnut River’s drainage (and its tribu-
tary, Durachon Creek) until it connected 
to the existing line at El Dorado. Very little 
grading (except at stream crossings) was re-
quired for the line from Ellinor to Bazar since 
it was laid in a flat river bottom. From Bazar 
westward, the rail was laid in a side hill lo-
cation. Here, grade work involved a succes-
sion of short cuts and fills, with the heavier 
work required at Matfield Green between 
mileposts 18 and 23. The heaviest grading 
was the crossing of Crocker Creek (milepost 
16) requiring a fill of 150,000 cubic yards.

The summit cut at milepost 24 was 7,800 
feet long and had a maximum depth of 28 
feet and contained 120,000 cubic yards. The 
remaining distance to El Dorado was laid in 
both valley and ridge locations in the moder-
ately rolling country known as the Flint Hills. 
This portion of the cutoff required relatively 
light grading until the last two miles of line 
at El Dorado. Here, the line went around the 

Near Matfield Green
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east edge of town crossing flats bordering 
both sides of the Walnut River. This is also 
where Santa Fe decided to construct an el-
evated crossing over the Missouri Pacific. 
This belt line spanned four overpasses for 
city streets as well as two crossings of the 
Walnut River. Steel girder spans supported 
on concrete piers and abutments were used 
for the overpasses. Additional creosoted 
timber ballasted approach trestles were 
used for the river bridges and the overhead 
Missouri Pacific crossing.

Due to the heavy excavation work and 
all the heavy equipment that would be re-
quired to complete it, Santa Fe elected to 
begin this project at El Dorado. This was 
due to the fact that hauling the equipment 
over the highway would not be practical and 
the heaviest work was at the north end of 
the cutoff near Matfield Green. The railroad 
wanted to move in the heavy equipment by 
rail and thus worked northward from El Do-
rado. At El Dorado, the south end of the belt 
line involved a 440,000 cubic yard fill and 
so the north end of the loop was the starting 
point for the new line beginning in August 
1922. By June 1923, construction of the 
line had progressed northward to milepost 
25, the south end of the summit cut.

The northern end of the project had var-
ied grade handling due to the different 
landscapes encountered. The four miles 
from Ellinor to Gladstone required only light 
work, including embankments from two to 
five feet high. At the crossings of Peyton 
Creek and the Cottonwood River, however, 
the grade line was raised to ensure that the 
bridge’s superstructure would clear high 
water. Between Gladstone and Bazar, the 
existing branchline was incorporated into 
the cutoff. Work here consisted primarily of 
rehabilitating the old line, including widen-
ing the roadbed and replacing the track with 
heavier rail. Grading of this section involved 
only 4,000 to 5,000 cubic yards per mile. 
South of Bazar, side hill work used 2½ yard 
shovels with 4-yard narrow gauge cars and 
short hauls. A fair balance of excavation and 
embankment was used in the grading with 
the exception of the 150,000-cubic yard fill 
over Crocker Creek valley. The base of this 
fill, 90,000 cubic yards, was made from side 
borrow with teams, while the filling of the 
remaining 60,000 cubic yards was deferred 
until the track was laid from the summit cut. 
The fill was to be made with material from 
the summit cut with a train haul of approxi-
mately eight miles.
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Foreman’s house and Bunk House at Cassoday
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When work was completed northward 
from El Dorado to the summit cut, a shoo-fly 
was constructed around the cut connecting 
to the new roadbed laid from the north. The 
summit cut was taken out in three lifts from 
seven to 11 feet. Two well drills cut four-inch 
diameter holes placed eight feet center to 
center in both directions in the summit’s 

rock. More than two hundred pounds of 
special dynamite was placed in each of 
the holes. A 90-ton steam shovel equipped 
with a five-yard dipper was used to load the 
blown rock in to 20-yard standard gauge 
cars. Sixty-ton locomotives were used to 
haul the material away from the site. It was 
more economical to waste a substantial 

amount of the material from the cuts and 
build the embankments mostly from borrow 
on the grading work between Cassoday and 
El Dorado. This area mostly involved a suc-
cession of long shallow cuts and fills. The 
shale and limestone cuts south of Cassoday 
utilized a dragline excavator to waste the ex-
cess material on either side of the cuts. Con-

Crocker Creek Bridge

Crocker Creek Bridge
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versely, the belt line’s 440,000 cubic yard 
embankment at El Dorado was constructed 
entirely with team work from side borrow.

The El Dorado Cutoff, following mostly riv-
ers and streams, had a considerable amount 
of water crossings. Steel girder spans on 
concrete abutments and piers were used 
in addition to a number of concrete culverts 
and arch spans when the line required a 
crossover. At locations where the waterway 
requirements would have necessitated a 
relatively small culvert, a creosoted pile and 
frame trestle was utilized. 

The standards for this new mainline pro-
vided a 20-foot roadbed on embankment 
with 28-foot widths for cuts in earth and 
24-foot widths for cuts in solid rock. Jointed 

90-pound rail was laid in 39-foot lengths. 
Each mile had 1,860 rail anchors and 
3,250 creosoted hardwood ties (most likely 
from Wellington). In fact, this construction 
also served as a test bed for 30,000 vari-
ously treated ties. Rock ballast was used for 
track laid on rock surfaces while a tempo-
rary surface of rock screenings was used on 
all earth roadbeds. The cutoff allowed for 
trains to pass on 5,000-foot sidings locat-
ed at approximately six-mile intervals. The 
grade at the passing sidings, and for 2,000 
feet beyond each end of the siding, had 
grades reduced to maximum of 0.25 per-
cent. Thirty-seven curves were built on the 
line with a maximum degree of curvature of 
three degrees. 

Totals for the project included 890,000 
cubic yards of excavation. Steam shovels 
handled 400,000 cubic yards of this excava-
tion. Embankment work involved more than 
two million cubic yards of material. Bridge-
work comprised of 1,385 linear feet of steel 
bridges, 60 feet of open deck trestles, and 
2,646 feet of ballasted deck trestles that 
together utilized 15,100 cubic yards of plain 
concrete and 6,500 cubic yards of rein-
forced concrete. 

Since this construction was carried out 
during the steam era, water stations were 
required facilities along the line. Two water 
stations were built, one at Bazar and the 
other at Cassoday. Bazar’s water was ob-
tained using a 30-inch diameter well sunk to 
a depth of seven feet below the normal level 
of sub-surface drainage of the Cottonwood 
River. The hard mineral deposits of this wa-
ter required the installation of a treatment 
facility. Water at Cassoday was attained by 
the construction of an earth dam with a con-

Crocker Creek Bridge, July 31, 1923

El Dorado overpass

Looking south from O.D. Tower (Missouri Pacific in background)
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crete corewall across a ravine. The result 
was an impounding reservoir with a 350 
million gallon capacity.

The El Dorado Cutoff was a huge suc-
cess. Today, this area continues to be a 
high-speed mainline out of Emporia. Chel-
sea would eventually be sunk under the El 
Dorado lake project and the mainline would 
have a slightly altered route.

As part of the Flood Control Act of 1965, 
the U.S. Corps of Engineers constructed 
a dam and lake in Butler County, Kansas. 
Known as the EI Dorado Lake Project, the lo-
cation chosen was an area of rolling terrain 
made up of croplands, prairies, woodlands, 
and marshes. The reservoir was built at river 
mile 100.2 on the Walnut River, approximate-
ly two miles northeast of El Dorado, Kansas, 
near where the Walnut River spills into the 
Arkansas River. Construction of the project 
began in October 1973 with completion for 
full flood operation in June 1981. Construc-
tion of the federal reservoir necessitated 
the relocation of a nine-mile stretch of the 
Middle Division’s mainline (between a point 

east of Chelsea and El Dorado), a portion 
of Kansas Highway K-177 and a three-mile 
stretch of the Kansas Turnpike. Sherwood 
Construction Company of Wichita, Kansas, 
was awarded the $4 million contract for the 
project. That company was responsible for 
grading, construction of a 300-foot bridge 
over the Walnut River, and various other 

drainage structures around the relocated 
track. R.W. Booker and Associates were in 
charge of the preliminary engineering and 
design work. In addition, the St. Louis, Mis-
souri, firm oversaw construction supervi-
sion for the railroad relocation phase of the 
project. All trackwork and signaling was han-
dled by Santa Fe’s MOW crews. 

O.D. Tower El Dorado, Kansas, February 26, 1924
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Division Six   of the 
NCR- North Central Region    of the  
NMRA- National Model Railroad Association presents- 
 

NORTH CENTRAL EXPRESS 2010 
 

THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY - SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 21-22-23-24, 2010 
LIVONIA, MICHIGAN, USA 

 

WELCOME to the NCR Model Railroad Convention, NORTH CENTRAL EXPRESS 2010! 

The convention is being hosted by DIVISION SIX, located in the western Detroit metro area. We 

are planning a great weekend of model and prototype railroading, just for YOU!  

  EVENT HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE- 
 * Operation sessions available Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
 * FREE bag of model railroad “stuff” first 200 registered 
 * Extra Best in Show and Participants Choice Contest Awards        
 * All-you-can-eat Pancake Breakfast on Sunday morning  
 * Keynote speaker, Art Fahie of Bar Mills Products on Sunday morning 
* Special event HO & N scale billboards on sale  * 15+ Workshops on 

Friday and Saturday  
* 20+ model layouts to visit     * Prototype tours available on Friday      
* Door Prizes awarded Friday and Saturday   * NMRA Model and Photo contests 
* Silent Auction Fund-Raisers!    * Limited special event shirts on sale  
* Special DAY PASS entry available!     * Online Registration available, see website! 
* Event site- Livonia Marriott, Laurel Park Mall  * EVERYONE welcome to attend!  
 

For more information or questions answered, contact - Barry Hensel 734-397-5182 (5pm-10pm) email- 

barry76Lt@wowway.com, OR Glenn Joppich  734-464-6004 (5pm-10pm) email- steambigot@yahoo.com  

 and visit our web pages at-    www.div6-ncr-nmra.com 

    

Come Join The Fun at the 

               For more information
WWW.HAGRS.COM or 913-406-3400

     

Adults $10.00/day   $18.00/2 day pass
Kids 16 and under   FREE

               

Saturday June 26, 2010  9 am - 5 pm
Sunday June 27, 2010     9 am - 4 pm

     Railroad Collectibles and Artifacts,  
                Train Ride for the Kids, 
            Fun for the Whole Family

Overland Park Int’l Trade Ctr
115th and Metcalf
Overland Park, Ks 66211
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The Switching List
Fourth quarter 2009 by Gary Hemmingway

T he Switching List contains all known 
Mid-Continent Region, NMRA, train 
shows and Division meetings. It 

also lists all known club shows and 
swap meets in the Mid-Continent Re-
gion (IA, IL, MO, AR, NE, KS, and OK). 
To list your event, send it to: garyonho@
cox.net, or Gary Hemmingway, 3201 SW 
Stone Ave., Topeka, KS 66614. To sub-
scribe, or unsubscribe, to The Switching 
List send an email to the above link. 
Look for us on the MCoR web site: www.
mcor-nmra.org.
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DIVISION MEETINGS
KANSAS CENTRAL DIVISION Meetings 
1pm. Full schedule: MCoR website or email: 
garyonho@cox.net. Next meeting February 
13. Tom Katafiasz host: 2105 Northwood 
Ln, Salina, KS: Turn off I70 south on Ohio St, 
turn Left (east) on Iron St, go to top of hill, 
turn Right (South) on Marymount Road go 
past the stop light, turn left (East) on North-
wood (first street past stop light) Tom’s 
house is on the corner (first one on your left 
(north) once you turn onto Northwood.

GATEWAY DIV. (ST. LOUIS, MO) meets 3rd 
Monday each month, 7pm. Odd numbered 
months: Trinity Lutheran Church, 14088 
Clayton Rd at Woods Mill Rd (Hwy 141), 
Ballwin, MO; Even numbered months: VFW 
Hall, O’Fallon, IL http://www.gatewaynmra.
org/division.htm.

TURKEY CREEK DIV. (KANSAS CITY, MO 
& KS) monthly meetings 4th Tuesday, 7pm. 
Johnson County Offices, NE Branch, 6000 
Lamar, Shawnee Mission, KS (DMV Building 
on SW corner of Lamar and Martway).

WESTERN HERITAGE DIVISION (OMAHA, 
NE/COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA) meets second 
Saturday (except June and December) at 
noon. Sump Memorial Library, corner of 
Washington and 2nd St. in Papillion (across 
from Runza). Visit www.whdnmra.org for 
more info and a map.

KATE SHELLEY DIVISION now meets the 
4th Thursday at the Ames Public Library, 
515 Douglas Ave., Ames, Iowa. 7-8:45pm, in 
the upstairs meeting rooms. All welcome 

INDIAN NATIONS DIVISION meets at the 
New Hardesty Library at 8316 E. 93rd. 

St. (Just east of Memorial) in Tulsa, OK. 
9:30–12:30pm. Various presentations from 
clinics, to slide shows. Member layout tour 
after the meetings. Info: Dave Salamon at 
drs_rr@yahoo.com.

PLATTE VALLEY DIV. (HASTINGS, GRAND 
ISLAND, KEARNEY, NE) meets 2nd Tuesday 
of each month at 7pm. in members homes 
on a rotating basis. Info: John O’Neill, MMR, 
Div. Dir., 308-384-5011 or jponeill@compu-
terconcepts.com. 

WESTERN KANSAS DIVISION (GARDEN 
CITY, KS) Meets every Mon. evening from 
7-9pm. at 4091/2 N. Main St. (second floor 
above “Stage” department store) 7 layouts 
on display (2-HO, 5-N) Operating sessions 
available Info: Robert Simmons, Division Di-
rector (620) 521-3591 or ras@odsgc.net.

TRAIN SHOWS & MEETS
MAR 27, THE JOPLIN MUSEUM COMPLEX 
MODEL RR SHOW AND SWAP MEET 7th 
and Schifferdecker Streets in Schifferdecker 
Park between the golf course and swimming 
pool; 9-3; several operating train layouts, 
over 65 tables; admission: $3, adults; 12 
and under admitted free w/pd adult. All pro-
ceeds at the door go to benefit the Joplin 

Museum Complex. Swap tables are $15 
each. Info: Rick Gardner, (417) 673-4888; 
e-mail: rickgardner@sofnet.com; or visit: 
www.tristatemodelrailroaders.com

APR 11, SPRINGFIELD TRAIN FAIR, Illinois 
State Fairgrounds Orr Bldg., Springfield, IL, 
10–4, Admission $4 kids 10 and under free! 
Contact Tracy Bailey - springfieldmodelrail-
roadclub@yahoo.com

ABOVE: Blue Island, Illinois, played host to myriad 
Rock Island freight cars representing various eras. 
The last year that the Rock showed a profit was 
1964; the starving railroad endured to 1980 when 
this image was captured.

 
SPECIALIZING IN EUROPEAN TRAINS 
MÄRKLIN/TRIX/LGB/ROCO/FLEISCHMANN 

EVERY DAY DISCOUNTS ON  
WALTHERS CATALOG ITEMS: 20%-35%  
HOURS: WED-SAT: 10.00AM-4.00PM 

OR BY APPOINTMENT 
785-766-0467 

WWW.TOTOTRAINS.COM 
INFO@TOTOTRAINS.COM 

1031 VERMONT STREET, SUITE A 
LAWRENCE, KS 66044 
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Region Club Roster

This roster was created for the benefit of members of the Mid-Continent Region. It identifies those clubs that are presently ac-
tive in MCoR. Any group that wishes to be included in the listing should send the Editor the club’s name, contact address and scale 
interest. Listings in this section are free of charge.

Rev. 2-10-10

APR 17, THE OZARKS MODEL RAILROAD 
ASSOCIATION TRAIN SHOW 9–3, Spring-
field Catholic High School, 2540 S. East-
gate, Springfield, MO. Swap tables, model 
contest, clinics, and layout tours. Admis-
sion: Adults 13 & up $5; Children 12 & un-
der FREE w/Adult. Info: Co-Chairmen – Dale 
Irvine Email: bowlanmrr@mchsi.com or Ted 
Beresky: tlberesky@hotmail.com, 417-459-
6042. Vendor info: Gary Mills 417-725-
1433. 

APR 24-25, WESTERN HERITAGE DIVI-
SION TRAIN SHOW, Burke High School (just 
off Dodge St) Omaha, NE $6 admission with 
$1 off for food donation. Children 12 and 
under free. Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4 Info: Barbara 
Lundquist, Clerk & Show Committee Chair-
man: blundquist1@cox.net

APR 24-25, 16TH ANNUAL TRAIN SHOW, 
NEBRASKA WEST-CENTRAL DIVISION: 
D&N Event Center, 501 East Walker Rd, 
North Platte, NE, Sat: 9–5, Sun: 10–4 p.m., 
Admission $3 adults, Children under 12 $1, 
Children under 5 free w/adult. Vendor tables 
$10 each till April 1, then $15. Union Pacific 
tours extra fare item on Saturday only. Info: 
Gene Tacey P.O. Box 485, Sutherland, NE 
69165, 308-386-2489, taceys@gpcom.net

*MAY 2, 9, 16, 23,TOM STOLTE MISSOURI 
PACIFIC OPEN HOUSE, 1-3 PM EACH SUN-
DAY; 26550 227th St., McLouth, KS 66054 
913-727-6649, Tom is the owner of Odd Ball 
Decals. Refreshements available.

JUN 10-13, THE CROSSROADS OF IOWA 
MIDCONTINENT REGION CONVENTION CE-
DAR RAPIDS 2010, HOSTED BY EASTERN 
IOWA DIVISION, MCoR, NMRA, Clarion Ho-
tel & Convention Center, 525 33rd Avenue 
SW, Cedar Rapids, IA and Official Conven-
tion Site Kirkwood Community College Cent-
er for Continuing Education 7725 Kirkwood 
Blvd. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, Info: eid.mcor-
nmr.org.

AUG 7, 25TH TURKEY CREEK DIV. TRAIN 
SHOW & MEET, Lenexa Community Center, 
13420 Oak Dr., (Pflumm & Santa Fe) Lenexa, 
KS, Adm: $4 advance, $5 at door for NMRA, 
$6 at door non-NMRA, Tables $20 vendor 
setup 8/6 5–9pm; fees and admission pay-
able to Turkey Creek Show, mail to Bob Jef-
feris,  6000 W. Richards Dr., Shawnee, KS 
66216-1721; Contests, clinics, door prizes; 
Layout tours 3:30–9 pm; Info: Louis Seibel, 
l-seibel@comcast.net

Big Bend Railroad Club
8833 Big Bend Blvd
Webster Groves, MO 63119
(O)

Capital City Model Railroaders
PO Box 243
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(HO)

Central AR Model RR Club
P.O. Box 1825
Conway, AR 72033-1825
Daniel Gladstone 501-269-3030
www.artrains.org
(all)

Claremore & Southern
3049 Clover Creek Dr
Claremore, OK 74017
(HO)

Columbia Model Railroaders
410 Camelot Dr
Collinsville, IL 62234
(HO)

Eastern Jackson County Mainliners
Model Railroad Club
Outlet Mall, Odessa, Mo
www.easternjacksoncountymainlines.com

Greater Omaha Society of Model Engineers
Post Office Box 67
Council Bluffs, IA  51502
402-895-0296 or 402-491-3692
GOSOME@TheHistoricalSociety.org

Green Valley Baptist Model RR
11993 County Rd 162
Savannah, MO 64485
Nancy Adams 816-262-0304
nadaams@bi-vetmedica.com

Kansas Area N-Trak
2046 S Elizabeth #1306
Wichita, KS 67213
(N)

Kansas Central Model  
Railroad Club
530 E Third St
Hutchinson, KS 67501
(HO)

Kansas City Garden RR Society
David Roberts
24595 Hedge
Paola, KS 66071
GScalefun@hotmail.com
913-406-3400

Kansas City O-Scale Modulars
10334 Ash
Overland Park, KS 66207
(O)

Kansas City Soc. of Model Engineers 
John Teeple, President
9539 Perry Ln.
Overland Park, KS 66212
913-492-4142
jsteep@aol.com

Manhattan Area Rail Joiners
1223 Pierre St
Manhattan, KS 66502-4331 
Contact: Don Clagett
dclagett@ksu.eda
785-587-9075

Mississippi Valley N Scalers
20 Apostle Ct
Fenton, MO 63026
http://mvns.railfan.net
mvns@railfan.net
(N)

Missouri Northern Railroad Society Inc.
PO Box 12591
North Kansas City, MO 64116
(HO)

Modular HO Narrow Gauge Society
914 Summer Leaf Ct
Saint Peters, MO 63376
(HO)

Mo-Kan RailJoiners
1069 N Logan
Olathe, KS 66061
913-393-3495
l-seibel@comcast.net
(all)

Nishna Valley Railroad Society
1303 Eighth St
Harlan, IA 51537
(HO)

Northeast Kansas Garden Railway 
Society (NEKAN-GRS)
1308 SW Caldon
Topeka, KS 66611-2412

Northwest Kansas Model Railroad Club
603 S Smokyhill
Oakley, KS 67748-2321

Ozark Model Railroad 
Association
424 W Commercial
Springfield, MO 65803
(all)

Parsons Model Railroad Engineers
Cherryvale Depot
Cherryvale, KS 68335
(HO)

Southern Illinois Train Club
PO Box 1633
Mrion, IL 62959-7833
(HO, N, G)

Southwest Independent  
Modular Railroaders
3107 W Capitol
Little Rock, AR 72209
(HO) 

The Sugar Creek Model Railroad & 
Historical Society Inc.
PO Box 5452
Bella Vista, AR 72714
(all N modules for shows)

Tri-City Model Railroad  
Association
607 S Shore Dr
Hastings, NE 68901
(HO, N)

Warren County Modular Railroaders 
HO Scale, Transition era. RI &CB&Q
Iowa’s only 100% NMRA club
John Averill 515-961-3018
14910- 92nd Lane
Indianola, IA 50125
WCMR1@cs.com

Wichita Model Railroad Club
PO Box 48082
Wichita, KS 67201
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Model Railroaders Never Forget… 
Part II: The Payback 
BY Patrick G. Lana, MMR 	E dited by Allen Merta

T his is a true story. The names have not 
been changed to protect the guilty. My 
name is Patrick Lana. I am a model rail-

roader. 

Part I was about “The Creston Railroad 
Tie Incident” (see 4th Quarter, 2009 CK). 
In 1977, Allen Merta instigated a practical 
joke on Ted Hauser and me in Creston, Iowa, 
when he arranged for the police to pick us up 
as we were carrying two railroad ties to my 
house. It was a good joke but I was unable 
to return the favor because Allen, Ted, and I 
went our separate ways by the end of 1978. 
We lost track of each other even though we 
tried to stay in touch. All our careers and 
families were growing, so other priorities 
became more important. Allen moved to 
Bismarck, North Dakota, then Des Moines, 
Iowa, and finally Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Ted 
moved to Southern Illinois, then to north-

western Kansas. I moved to Des Moines, 
Iowa, then Kansas City, Missouri, and finally 
Denver, Colorado. I have lost track of Ted 
now but Allen and I became reacquainted at 
a 2003 NMRA Mid-Continent Region meet 
in Olathe, Kansas.

When in Creston, I had not realized that 
Allen was so interested in model railroad-
ing. In Olathe, I learned Allen was working 
on his Master Model Railroader and trying 
to set up an Eastern Iowa Division. Always 
an instigator, I knew he could pull off both 
of his goals. He asked me some questions 
about the Achievement Program and MMR 
because I had already earned my MMR. I 
tried to give him a few suggestions. When 
I visited my mother in Cedar Rapids in the 
following years, Allen would occasionally 
take me around to see railroad sites and 
model railroads. I was happy to see all the 

leadership he was providing in the region 
and that he was working toward his MMR, 
albeit slowly. 

To my chagrin, Allen also told everyone, 
everyone we encountered about the Cres-
ton railroad tie incident. By the time 2009 
rolled around, I suspect most of our mutual 
friends and many other model railroaders I 
didn’t know knew the story. Yes, it was fun-
ny but I also wanted to pay him back. But 
how?

The opportunity presented itself in June 
2009. I had e-mailed a number of MCoR 
friends who were attending the Wichita, 
Kansas, convention to encourage Allen to 
complete his MMR. I wrote, “We are good 
friends and I will never be able to repay him 
for the jokes he pulled on me. But I would 
like to try. I’d like to orchestrate a lot of har-
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assment (er, peer pressure) on Allen as he 
pursues his MMR.” I was pleased to hear 
that he won 1st place in Wichita’s off-line 
structures contest with his “W. M. Vaughn 
Painting,” a two-story false front building or 
what Marty Vaughn called the “Porno Paint 
Shop.” When I e-mailed Allen to ask about 
how in the world he won with a porno paint 
shop, his reply was full of brimstone and fire, 
defending the structure, the judges, and 
everything else. Ah-ha! I had hit a nerve. Al-
len also said he was trying to finish his MMR 
by August 1. I vowed to keep the pressure 
on. 

I e-mailed some MCor friends asking if 
they would help me pressure Allen a little 
more and explained my plot. Almost every-
one came back and said, “You are evil or ter-
rible… count me in!”

So on June 24, 2009, Phase 1 of Opera-
tion Pressure-Treated began. MCoR AP chair 
Marty Vaughn e-mailed Allen:

“How likely are you to get everything done 
[on your MMR] by [August 1]? The reason 
I ask is that I have gotten a inquiry from a 
past Region secretary with some concerns, 
questions and issues… [On your AP and 
MMR]. Right now I am trying head this off, 
but if it gets pushed then I may have to open 
an actual inquiry (which I’m not thrilled 
about but may not have any choice in the 
matter). Assuming you can get your MMR 
finished by August 1 and I am able to keep 
the lid on this for a while then it becomes a 
mute point if we present them with a com-
pleted action.”

Allen responded the next day with a 
90-minute telephone call to Marty! Marty 
did a masterful job at getting Allen focused 
on completing his MMR by August 1 rather 
than letting out too much information on 
the inquiry. In Marty’s words, “…boy did that 
pressurize him! We discussed his August 1 
MMR completion date and Allen was reluc-
tant at first but by the end was thinking of 
ways he might complete it by then.” 

Knowing that Allen was very intense and 
tenacious, we had a contact (Tony Bowen, 
MMR) that was close to Allen who reported 
on June 26, “Oh, Allen was a little ticked. 
He said several times he is going to keep 
working on his MMR but would like to know 
who the person is who is having this prob-
lem.” Tony also reported that Allen had con-
tacted Whit Johnson to find out who had 

been an MCoR secretary. Luckily, Whit was 
out of town and promised to get back to Al-
len. In the meantime, Marty made contact 
with Whit and told him to wait in reporting 
to Allen until he had contacted Marty. We 
also learned that Allen had contacted Peter 
Jaynes to research how the NMRA handled 
inquiries and what Allen’s recourse was to 
“protect his good name.” 

Marty and I conferred and decided to de-
escalate the situation a little. On June 28, 
Marty emailed Allen, “As to the inquiry issue, 
I think I might have that resolved or eased 
up a bit at least… I am looking at my own 
loop hole (you’ve taught me well grasshop-
per!). It would still be best if you could finish 
by August so we can get this taken care of… 
just in case my loop hole collapses, but for 
now don’t worry about it.”

On June 29, Marty received an e-mail 
from Allen on the subject that looked like 
Allen was worried about keeping his repu-
tation intact, focusing too much on the in-
quiry and not enough on the Achievement 
Program. Allen’s e-mail ended with, “Being 
in the dark is torture!”

So, on June 29, Marty and I, concerned 
that Allen might have a heart attack or 
stroke over this, decided to end-game. That 
evening I wrote an e-mail to Allen entitled, 
“Got Ya!” It read:

“Allen, 

So “being in the dark is torture!” Do you 
feel pressure-treated like the Creston rail-
road ties? 

You see, I am the person that asked Marty 
to do an imaginary inquiry as to why is it tak-
ing so long to get your MMR? After Marty e-
mailed you, we just let your imagination run 
wild! There was/is no inquiry in progress. 
With the help of Marty and others, I got par-
tial revenge for the railroad tie incident in 
Creston! 8<))

We are not done yet pressuring you, so 
keep working on those AP certificates. 

Good Luck, 				     	
Pat and friends

On June 30, Marty and I received the fol-
lowing e-mail from Allen. 

“Okay! Okay! You guys got me! I give up! 

That was a good one, I admit it! A really 
good one! I never would have guessed it 
was a conspiracy woven by you! 

I was downstairs putting the steps on my 
bay window caboose when Rita came down 
and said an email arrived that I needed to 
read right away. She wouldn’t say who it was 
from or what it was about, just that I had to 
read it because it was important. 

You guys are dirty rotten scoundrels! Of 
course, I deserved it! Oh man! You really, 
really got me on this! I can’t tell you what 
stress this was causing me! Geez! It was tre-
mendous! Here, I was thinking I might not 
ever get my MMR. That I was going to have 
to do twice as much, twice as good as any-
one else to get this done. 

You did a very good job, especially involv-
ing as many people as you did without hav-
ing somebody blow it.

Nice one! You got me big time! BIG TIME! 

Allen

P.S. - Maybe we should team up to do this 
sort of thing? ... Nah! I think I just learned a 
BIG lesson!

Well, after 32 years I feel some vindication 
for the Creston railroad tie incident. Howev-
er, as I write this, Allen still needs to finish 
his MMR. Perhaps we need to implement 
phase 2 of Operation Pressure-Treated. 

I am really looking forward to attending 
the 2010 MCoR Regional Convention in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and I hope to see a lot 
of my MCoR friends in what is my boyhood 
home stomping ground. Knowing some of 
the members of the Eastern Iowa Division 
and many of the numerous railroad and 
modeling opportunities in Cedar Rapids, 
the convention will certainly be a success. I 
hope you can attend and at least say “Hi.” 

Knowing Allen, he will get his MMR, and 
I hope to be one of the first to congratulate 
him. I hope you get a chance to congratu-
late him, too, as reaching MMR is a wonder-
ful, rewarding milestone. Now, who else in 
MCoR is working on their MMR that we can 
pressure? Marty and I work great as a team 
and I am sure you don’t want us pressure-
treating you... Complete that AP certificate 
and get that MMR! 
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Advertising Rates
MCoR invites you to consider the Caboose Kibitzer for your advertis-

ing needs. This magazine serves over 900 National Model Railroad 
Association members within a seven-state area: Iowa, Nebraska, 
Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Arkansas, and Oklahoma.

Single issue Commercial ad rate is 35% of the yearly rate. Want 
ads are free to current MCoR members. They are subject to avail-
able space and acceptance at the discretion of the Editor, and are 
limited to 25 words or less.

Ads need not be identical throughout the year. Prices listed above 
are for camera ready copy. Design and typesetting services are 
available on request, at extra cost. 

All inquiries and payments should be sent to the Advertising Man-
ager: Louis Seibel, 1069 N Logan, Olathe, KS 66061. Make checks 
payable to the Mid-Continent Region.

DEALER FOR

Decoder Installations, DCC wiring & consulting
Bill Weaver

7A Clover Ln.
Holiday Island, AR 72631

479 253-9325 whipwill@cox.net

North Coast Engineering DCC 		  20% Disc
Soundtraxx Decoders			   20% Disc
DCC Specialties - Auto Reverser & Cir. Breaker & Hare	 20% Disc 
NorthWest Short Line Parts & Tools		  15% Disc
Circuitron & Tortoise Switch Machines		  20% Disc

Dealer Directory
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Reserve your space today!

contact Louis Seibel at

l-seibel@comcast.net
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Stephen M. Priest Superintendant
Cinthia A. Priest CFO

Pike 
Registry

Reserve your space today!

contact Louis Seibel at

l-seibel@comcast.net
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