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( Schedule of Events\

Be sure to mark your calendar

January, 2015

Jan 1 “Happy New Year”

Jan 6 Evening Meeting at the Olivet Baptist Church
3440 West 13 St N, Wichita, KS 67203-4560
(13® Street North & High Street)

Begin gathering ~ oo 6:45pm
NMRA ¢ meeting ~ oo 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Discussion of the Election Process
Program by Rick Seyb

Jan 20 WAMRR ¢ Luncheon Meeting 11:30am
Our Hostess is “Jessica” at Golden Coral
11006 East Kellogg Drive
Wichita, KS 67207-1922

N W = S
February, 2015

Feb 2 “Ground Hog Day”

Feb 3 Evening Meeting at the Olivet Baptist Church
3440 West 132 St N, Wichita, KS 67203-4560
(13® Street North & High Street)
Begin gathering ~ oo 6:4 5pm
NMRA ¢ meeting ~— oo 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Discussion of the Election Process
Program by Rich Seyb

Feb “Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet”
7T&8 Cessna Activity Center ® Wichita, KS

> 2 | P

CHITA TRAIN SHOWE
N SWAP MEET

s3ma Aclivly Cuw'

“iii...'Geocaching”, anyone...?7?"

can you determine the location from

this EXTREME “close up”?
{...solution is on page 13}

Feb 17 WAMRR ¢ Luncheon Meeting 11:30am
Our Hostess is “Jessica” at Golden Coral
11006 East Kellogg Drive
Wichita, KS 67207-1922

Coming Attraction:

Our own Rick Seyb, NMRA member, will be presenting a professional
presentation on “Steel & Rails” (his life and modeling in and around
molten metal) Here are just a couple of images to get your curiosity up.

ip of Month - January 2015

¢ Use the obvious household items in a
NON.-traditional way...Like:

Squirt a small amount of white/yellow
adhesive onto a small piece of

» Waxed Paper and then using

. TOOth[ziCkS to apply small

amounts of adhesive ONLY where you
want it
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e January 3, 2015, the Mid—COntinent Region (MCoR) of
NMRA will be having their Directors meeting in Kansas City. Our
“Director” - Phil Aylward, and our “Supervisor” - Larry Gulick will

be attending the meeting.

¢ June 4-6% 2015, Mid-Continent Region (MCoR) Convention hosted

by South Central Missouri Area ¢ Jefferson City, MO at the Capital Plaza

Hotel for information or to help contact Brad Slone:
bradslone@yahoo.com

Checkout the webpage at:
showmecentral.com

Brad Slone, MMR
Division 09 e South Central Missouri Area

* During the November Golden Coral lunch meeting, there was discussion as to what constituted scratch
built, when using a 3D printer or printed paper, for NMRA judging. If you're an NMRA member, this
discussion from the NMRA Members area addresses this issue.

http://nmra.org/sites/default/files/sr201406scratch.pdf

David Heinsohn
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Wichita NMRA Train Show Clinics
February 7, 2015

will offer valuable training for the modeler!

One of the great features of the annual Wichita NMRA Train Show is the clinics offered by skilled modelers. The clinics

are free and open to any of the attendees coming to the show (space permitting) on Saturday February 7%.

There are four clinics planned for the morning and afternoon! Here is the schedule:

10:30 am - “Weathering with chalks and alcohol” presented by Lionel Smith
e This is a process slightly different than simply rubbing on chalks. It is a very forgiving technique allowing
novices or experts the opportunity to weather like Mother Nature. The chalks and alcohol simulates the dirt
and rain used by nature.
* The clinic will allow several attendees the opportunity to weather some rolling stock.
Clinic length: 1 hour 15 minutes

12:30 pm - “Making Trees for your layout” presented by Pam Todd
e Pam will demonstrate her methods of making realistic trees.
e While there are several methods and materials, Pam’s goal is to make trees that look “real!” You will enjoy
learning her methods.
Clinic length: 1 hour

1:45 pm - “Model Railroad Structures and the 3D Printer” presented by Kent Hurley
* Kent is coming down from Kansas City to introduce techniques to create structure parts with a 3D Printer.
e The 3D printer opens a new era in creating objects that can be incorporated into model making.
Clinic length: 1 hour

3:00 pm - “Painting Figures - Bringing little pieces of plastic to life” presented by Mark Fisher and Steve
* You can purchase unpainted Model Railroad figures and turn them into lifelike people to populate your
modeled scenery.
e This clinic will teach you techniques to paint these figures better than those expensive alternatives.
Clinic length: 1 hour

Trails, Rails, & Tales 3
January/ February 2015




FROM THE DIRECTOR, S DESK

Wishing you a belated Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year yet to come.

We have had a good year for the Chisholm Trail Division. We have added new members; we are meeting, and

I thank you all for you hard work.

On January 3, 2015, the Mid—COntinent Region (MCoR) of NMRA will be having their Directors Pl vard

Director
Chisholm Trail Division

meeting in Kansas City. Larry and I will be at the meeting. We will have good report to give upon our return. i

Looking forward to a other great year.

FROM THE S UPERINTENDENT S DESK

As I write this Christmas is (still) before us, and when you read this Christmas will be a memory. This gives us
a chance to to review some of our old memories. A lot of us that are close to my age, have memories of the toy
catalogs that Sears, Roebuck & Co. , ]J.C. Penny, and Montgomery Ward sent out. They must have been deliv-
ered sometime in October, and usually by Christmas they were well warn out because of the constant looking,
drawing circles around the items that [ wanted, and leaving the catalog out where your parents would see it.
The most memorable Christmas for me was 1954. I was eleven at the time and [ don’t remember what I

cafeteria and must have spent all her earnings on the biggest American Flyer train set they made. To the day she

Phil Aylward

Thank You Director
Chisholm Trail Division

Larry Gulick
Superintendent

wanted and asked for, but as a complete surprise to me my mother had taken a job as the cook at the school i rin

of NMRA

passed away, she would never tell me where in the house that set was hidden. I'm sure that I was not the only
child that spent every free minute, while I was home alone, looking for my gifts. The American Flyer set had the K-4 Pacific

G".BERT #ﬂff/&ﬂ#;/—rc’/' TRAINS

[Actual cover of the 1954 Catalog]

engine with smoke, five or six of the red passenger cars. The
baggage car was capable of throwing out a small mail bag and
and snatching another mail bag off a post and placing it inside
the car. There was enough track to go clear around the walls
of a nine by twelve foot bedroom. It wasn’t long before I had
made buildings and mountains out of cardboard, at the time
I don’t think I had ever heard the word scale, but the entire
empire looked good to a eleven year old railroad tycoon!

We have all seen the classic movie that is shown for twenty
four hours solid around Christmas day. It starts out with lots
of children plastered up against the department store windows
and two Lionel sets running in opposite directions. One set
appears to be a replica of the Union Pacific City of Salina, and
the other set is a steam engine with quite a few freight cars.
Never mind that some of the freight cars are way to new to
be running on a 1930s layout. I have always thought that the
story would have much better if Ralphie came down the stairs
in his pink bunny pajamas to find a train set up around the
Christmas tree.

At least he wouldn’t have to worry about shooting his eye

!
out: Larry Gulick
Superintendent
A belated Merry Christmas to all. Chisholm Trail Division

Trails, Rails, & Tales 4
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BENTON TRAIN SHOW - Noveme:r 1, 2014

NMRA e Chisholm Trail Division Table near rhe fmnt door of the show.
Left to right ® Phil Aylward, Director; Larry Gulick, Superintendent; & Terry Ross.

NMRA e Chisholm Trail Division Table near the front door of the show.
Left to right ® Larry Gulick, Superintendent; & Randy Stucky, Clerk.

< Photography by Pamela Todd >

W.cmmn PET RULEUM CO.

BUTANE PROPANE
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Excellent weathering

< Photography by Pamela Todd >

“...happiness, is running trains.”

Trails, Rails, & Tales
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Notice the broken glass in the windosw
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< NMRA HouLibAy CELEBRATION - Decemeer 2, 2014 >

Oh yes, we also had an official “Business Meeting, too

and that was just the “Punch-Line” (what was the joke?)

Trails, Rails, & Tales 8
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Bill helping Brady, while the Dancy’s Supervise...

Trails, Rails, & Tales
January/ February 2015




ya just gotta, love Lloyd Hurst's Christmas spirit

Trails, Rails, & Tales 10
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OkLAHOMA TRAIN SHOW

[ think that it was a good show, there were lots of vendors
and the layouts must have all showed up as there was no
empty space. There seemed to be a nice crowd. Three ven-
dors carried On30 stock, one had 1/2 off, so I broke down
and bought a long caboose with a side door - claimed Larry

Gulick.

(OKCQ) - Decemser 6-7, 2014

: - g . *.
Larry Gulick reported that Terry Ross, Pam Todd, Rob Neises, Lionel
Smith, Bill Savage, Justin Veik, and there were other people also, but
I never could get them together for a group picture.

Trails, Rails, & Tales
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website to the artist...www.jordanart.com
and his eMail address is sales@jordanart.com

his phone (423) 490-8453

Trails, Rails, & Tales 12
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Here is the solution to the puzzle on page 1 * well...did you figure it out, or did you “cheat”???

I< “WorsT Vs. BEst”” TRAIN ITEM As GIFT - Decemeer 16, 2014 >

“It’s been on my “Wish List” way too long”

...and it all began with my Son's first Christmas... Trails. Rails. & Tales {/
January/ February 2015 13




...and here’s your history lesson

(for this issue)
written and photographed by Jim Marlett

hey are called Greer patent spikes for the patent hold-

er, Howard Greer, or sometimes Jeffery spikes for E.T.

Jeffery, who had nothing to do with the spikes as far
as I can tell. Jeffery was the president of the D&RG and the
receiver of the Rio Grande Southern during their 1893 bank-
ruptcy. He was apparently much disliked by the RGS folks.
They also didn’t like the Greer patent spikes, so the supposed-
ly started calling them by Jeffery’s name.

[ understand that the way they were manufactured was they
were rolled out on a plate (for lack of a better word) of steel so
the plate had the profile of the spike down the whole length.
Then the plate was sheered to produce the spike. The dou-
ble-headed design was supposed to have made them easier to
remove with a special pry bar. I have also read that the spike
itself was tempered and the head annealed so it was less like-
ly to break when hammered. I've never seen any proof

J \

(Ko Model,) 2 Bheste—Bheet |,

H. GREEE.
BFIEE. :
Ko, 387,066, Patented July 31, 1888.
Y &
; !:,%

INVENTOR,

pecceaty. | j‘.’f‘-"’,-..'an";j)—u',.—
_ ryLersge N. Ol -

W:N%l{

& 0

D S ——

T S R T T P
N\ 4

This is the actual patent dated July 31, 1888

Here is the shadow box my wife made me for Christmas one year - my favorite railroad
related Christmas gift.

of that. I have a pdf of what I believe is the patent for the
spike (see left). Greer patented many spike designs and one
of the ones I have includes the profile I find on the RGS.
Anyhow, the patent says the double head is to make them
easier to remove so that is probably the real reason for it.

The spikes were used when the Rio Grande Southern
reLayed its original 30 lb. rail with 57 Ib. rail between Vance
Junction and Rico. I don’t believe they were used system
wide, but I suspect the railroaders used whatever they had
at hand, when they needed a spike anywhere on the line, so
[ wouldn’t be surprised to see one anywhere on the RGS.
The railroaders hated them because they tended to bend.
[ also suspect they broke rather easily since I have found
gobs of heads without “bodies” and shafts without heads.

Other railroads used some as well. The D&RGW used
some on the Lake City Branch. The Colorado & Southern
used them on the Boreas Pass line. The Silverton Northern
used some, and they have supposedly been found on the
wye at Gladstone on the Silverton Gladstone and Norther-
ly. A few have been found on the standard gauge Colorado
Midland, but the most interesting use to me as a Kansan

was on the Kansas City, 1 4
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Memphis Railroad, which I know virtu-
ally nothing about. I understand it even-
tually became associated with or part of
the Frisco.

More than you ever wanted to know.

Apparently the “special tool” for removal
was not patented by Greer. His plan was
to use regular spike removal pry bars, but
brace them along the rail base parallel to
the rail rather than bracing against the
tie, which could be less than than a firm
platform. Of course, being made the way
they were, you couldn’t pull them out in
the conventional manner since there was
b . - . » - nothing to grab hold of on the sides of

A - - . * the spike. It seems that the Rio Grande
Southern folks got tired of the pry bar slipping off the rail base and just welded up a tool that had prongs on the side like

an “F” so they could pull them out with the bar going the traditional way.

T, Ir—————

Bx, ith
sHLl plax/$ =
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Lionel Smith, Sr. built this station from scraps during the fall
of 1945. His dream come true. Finally a son old enough to give

an electric train for Christmas.

Hi from Trains ‘N Toys ar Garden Railway

1ZIMOS. Thanks for letting me introduce myself at your No-

vember meeting. Wanted to give you a little update on where
the store is at this point. Picture shows the beginnings.

Have started bringing in N an HO items as well as non-scale
like calendars. Adding items as someone comes in looking for
them. Open to suggestions from you all. Have a couple of calen-
dar versions, one from Trains and one from Model Railroader.
Speaking of Model Railroader, it is now in the store for your fun
time reading. There is flex track and cork roadbed. Didn’t know
that Atlas is so hard to find. Even when I ordered joiners, rule
was only one card (6 packs).

Am learning about power in smaller scales. HO with DCC
takes more amps than I thought, although I really had no idea.
If anyone is looking for a starting supply, there are three con-
sighment ones in. There is a power supply company that you
might not be familiar with - Bridgewerks™ (however, they call
them power controllers). They are the ones that I get for G-scale
folks because they are straight volts and amps, not volt-amps.
They have a nice little one that is 3 amps with variable momen-
tum control. Runs about the same as the high end MRC.

Been working with G-scale for about 30 years, but the smaller scales are a new adventure. Have actually had a couple
of orders and am willing to work with you all in any way that helps you and brings me greater understanding about the

smaller sizes. Claudia Rollstin
Gm?;?;;‘;’g“j}(}ogm“ Trails, Rails, & Tales 1 6
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LETTERS FROM THE ““RoAD”’

“RoapDp Tripr”

with Dan Hagenbuch

This is Dan, and while I was in Hutchinson,
KS T noticed these airplane fuselages were still
aboard their assigned train cars, not in their
“river bath” yet (LoL).

Make a guess were this train is located...
HINT: It’s in Kansas

SANTAFE

1050 =

Next, my “train chasing” took me to Oswego, Kansas, where I encoun-

tered this “Well-Weathered” MKT caboose

“..Let it snow;
Let it snow;
Let it snow!!!”

(Atchison, KS)

What kind of

dancer was this
guy?

Good looking
old building in
Fredonia, KS.

[t has inspired
Dan to model it for his train layout. (He liked the win-
dows, brick, and stone features). Go ahead, take your time

and study the variations/details. Trails, Rails, & Tales 17
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“N”" ScALE LAYOUT - By BoB GUENTHNER

Here are some photos of the N scale
layout I recently built on a bedroom
door that we had replaced. One side
is loosely based on the area around
Durango and Silverton and the other
is an old Western town in New Mex-
ico.

Bob Guenthner

Trails, Rails, & Tales 18
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"N" ScALE LAYOUT - By CHuck DucNoLLE

Trestle on the stub to Kaitlyn Korners leading to “Badgers Arse”

New York Central Railroad

CHuck
PROMISES MORE INSTALLMENTS
ARE
ComMING SoON

—ongae
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< “Tip OF THE MoNTH: FEBRUARY"’ >

Here we have some uses of containers that we find around the house. The first is a Parmesan cheese con-
tainer. If you look closely this container resembles the Woodland Scenics shaker canister that sells for
around five dollars. To me, the big difference is that the cheese container sells for around three dollars
and you get to use the cheese! (First Picture)

-

This is a picture of the lid, one side has three small-
er openings. (Second Picture)

F i
i
iy ! wr 807 (2279)

" ‘I(‘

The other side has a large opening. (Third Picture)

Trails, Rails, & Tales 20
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If you decide that you need smaller openings
you can drill holes in the lid, to whatever size you
want. (Fourth Picture)

Here are some examples of the different containers
with different lids and labels for their contents.
(Sixth Picture)

Some of the scenery products are more course so
[ have used jars with a larger opening. (Seventh Picture)

A different style of con-
tainer is used for dirt,
sand, and different siz-
es and colors of rocks.

(Eighth and Ninth Pic-

ture)

The cost of raising your cholesterol and carb intake was not con-

sidered in this project! Trails, Rails, & Tales |
January/ February 2015 4




< A DAYTRIP TO PARADISE (BY LIONEL SMITH) >

SPRING CREEK Moo Tl

or most folks in the Wichita area, a trip to South Central Nebraska

might sound like a trip to nowhere. To a model railroader, a daytrip

to Deshler, Nebraska is a trip to “paradise!” Spring Creek Model
Trains is located just a short distance over the Kansas-Nebraska border di-
rectly north of Concordia, Kansas. Traveling north on US 81, just south
of Hebron, Nebraska, you will want to turn west on US 136. Then it is
just a few miles to Deshler.

You have seen Deb and Dave Zucker over and over again at area train
shows. They roll in the racks of new inventory, offering high quality new
model railroad products at great prices. But go-
ing to their location in Deshler will change your
entire perception of Spring Creek Model Trains.
They have developed their company into a ma-
jor outlet for most of the major manufactures.

R ————

They have a very organized inventory system so
they can process phone orders quickly. As Deb
said, “There is so much more to our inventory
than we can transport to the area train shows!”
She was right, with rows and rows of items or-
ganized so you find that locomotive, car, struc-
ture, or accessory in a flash.

You will have to make that trip to Deshler on a
weekday, because they are closed on weekends.
No, they are not at home watching football
games. Most likely they have driven hundreds

of miles to a train show somewhere on the Great Plains. Where
do they get all of that energy?

So why is Spring Creek Model Trains in Deshler! Deb’s dad
was the last agent for the Rock Island Railroad in Deshler?
Dave’s family moved to Deshler when Dave was a kid. Dave’s
dad purchased a chicken hatchery in Deshler. They were two
kids from Deshler who have lived there since childhood. To-
day, they are two wonderful people, with their great staff, work-

Trails, Rails, & Tales 2
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Yes,

we saw her
at the
Benton Show

PIZZA ¢
BURGERS

i LIQUOR £
| STEAKS
/SEAFOODE
— ICE CREAH‘

ing very hard so we can enjoy the hobby of model railroading
out here in Middle America.

Travel time: Wichita, Kansas to Deshler, Nebraska - Ap-
prox. 2 hours & 45 min.

Store hours: Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm. Closed week-
ends.

[

Food: Plan to have lunch at the Rock Island Crossing ﬂ'!f,’y"f'l
Restaurant in Deshler.

L

Trails, Rails, & Tales 3
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"\\TRAIN RIDES
v§ f.

L

e Colorado Railroad Museum ¢ Golden, CO

Optional train rides every Saturday. Catch a ride behind one of the Museum’s steam or diesel locomotives in pas-
senger cars from different eras in Colorado railroad history or on the uniquely Colorado Galloping Goose.

e \ Rides operate 10:00am to 4:00pm.
. )/

g |

j\f

2015 Dates:

January 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31, 2015
February 7, 14, 21, 28, 2015

e Colorado Rails & Cocktails (adult series)”

An Evening of Colorado History

We are offering this new series of adult lectures that will take you back to the time when railroads shaped the American
West. So come relax, enjoy a beverage, and learn more about Colorado Railroad’s and the affect they have had on our his-
tory. We also offer a 20% discount on in-store purchases made during each event.

2015 Series:

* February 6 — “Life of a Railroad Station Agent Telegrapher”

* April, 17 ~ “Hell on Wheels: Wicked Towns Along the Union Pacific Railroad”

* June 12 ~ “I've Been Working on the Railroad: The Life & Times of a Gandy Dancer”
* August 28 ~ “Zephyrettes & Courier Nurses”

* October 9 ~ “Railroad Stories: Otto Mears”

* November 13 — “Railroading in the Rockies”

Tickets include a beverage of your choice: beer, wine or soda and snacks. Doors open at 6:00pm for early enjoyment of
attractions.

Admission for events: $12 for members and $15 for non-members. Advanced Tickets Required, 21 and older only.

Advance ticket purchase is recommended and will be available shortly. Please call 1 (303) 279-4591 or visit our Online De-
pot General Store to order tickets.

http://coloradorailroadmuseum.org/trainrides-home/ride-the-rails/

Educational shows are packed with things for kids to do! Examples of kid-friendly activities at past shows have included:

. Toy train play area

. Model railroad layouts they can operate
. Workshops on model railroading

. Lots of layouts featuring different scales

In our next issue:
Chuck Ingrim shares the first images of his home layout;
Rick Seyb shares more of “Steel and Rails”
Chuck Dugnolle visits the Arizona Railroad Museum in Chandler, AZ
“Tips of the Month” and much, MUCH more...
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