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                                   Convention Location 

                                   Gaylord Texan 

                                   Resort & Convention Center 

                                   1501 Gaylord Trail 

                                  Grapevine, TX 76051 

                                  Phone:  (817) 778-1000 
 

             Click the link for the website:  https://www.2023texasexpress.com/ 
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  The mission of the Rio Grande 

Modeling & Historical Society is to 

preserve and disseminate historical 

information about the Denver & Rio 

Grande Western Railroad for the benefit of 

our members and to others by locating, 

gathering, preserving, interpreting tangible 

items relating to the D&RGW and 

distributing information, documents, 

publications thus promoting fellowship 

and education among persons with 

interests in the railroad. 
 

We invite you to join or renewal 
your membership in the RGM&HS and 
join over 400 other Rio Grande Enthusiasts 
from all over the world. 

 

All Members receive: 

• One year (4 issue) subscription to The Prospector, the official 
magazine of the Society 

• A subscription to the Society's e-mail newsletter, the Green Light. 
• Members-only emails with advance notice of events, programs, 

and offers 
• Special benefits and features in the Members-only section of the 

Society's website 

 

 

Click this link for the RGM&HS website:  https://rgmhs.org/ 

 

For the RGM&HS Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/rgmhs.org 
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Check out the latest videos on the Western Kansas Division YouTube page 

under Robert Simmons 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAYts-734jw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdtSTA-y6I4 

 

 

 

 

 

    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiBY_zdPpJA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5UWW_UI03U 
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Midwest Model Railroad 

In 2011 Midwest Model Railroad started with the idea of making this hobby more 
accessible to everyone.  Since day one we have striven to keep our operating costs to a bare 
minimum and pass on those savings to you, the hobby's best customers.   

As of 2022 we are succeeding in offering some of the best prices anywhere in the hobby. 
Some great side effects of this goal have been the creation of real-time inventory on our website 
and a turnaround time of just one day between purchase and shipping.   

In fall 2020 we moved to a new 9,000sqft location in Independence Missouri that serves 
as both our retail location and our shipping facility.  

Then in summer 2021 we expanded even more acquiring an additional 
6,000sqft, bringing our total to 15,000sqft of model railroad product, slot cars, board games, 
and more. Our central location near Kansas City, MO means orders can get to any corner of the 
United States, usually arriving within just a few days.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for Midwest Model Railroad website:  https://midwestmodelrr.com/ 
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Editor’s Notes 
 

 Did you ever have the feeling that if you didn’t have bad luck, you wouldn’t have any luck at all?  This March has 

been a hell of a month for me and my Family.  Back in the last weekend of February I came down with a very bad case of 

food poisoning.  It was all my fault, as a young man I was trained in food service, and instantly detected the food was not 

cooked, but I ate it anyway.  I guess I convinced myself I was not seeing and tasting what I was.  Later that night I was 

reminded of my stupidity with an extended stay in the bathroom.  I toughed it out for a week, went to my Doctor who 

thought it was the stomach flu, I waited another week and when it didn’t seem to be getting better, went to the Emergency 

Room.  I told them my story, they took a blood test and a CAT scan, and immediately placed me in the ICU for the next 

three days.  I’ll save you the gory details, but I did not have anything solid to eat for over three weeks, and lost about 

sixteen pounds (I don’t recommend this as a weight loss program).  Needless to say I said a lot of prayers, and found out 

later a number of people were doing the same, thank you all and Thank God.  Although I had to cancel displaying my 

layout at the Garden City train Show, I did recover enough to drive over for a few hours, connect with friends, take 

pictures, and shoot some video which is part of this issue. 

 As of this writing, I have turned the corner on recovery an by April should be a lot closer to normal.  Thank you 

all for your prayers. 

 

 Robert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep track of the activities of the Western Kansas Division of our MeWe page: 
 

https://mewe.com/p/westernkansasdivisionnmra 
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Click here to start reading today: 

 

  https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(Page 8) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the Convention website:  https://2023mcorconvention.com/ 
 

 

(Page 9) 



Ideas 
   Make N-scale    

   rolling stock   

   perform and look   

   better 
 

     (Left)  Having visited the 

Garden City Train Show in 

March, the WKR Purchasing 

Department acquired a few new 

additions to the fleet. 

 

      The latest rolling stock from 

the manufacturers are good 

performers right out-of-the-box, 

and are quite detailed, however 

the Car Department of the WKR 

has set some higher standards as 

cars uncoupling or derailing 

during operating sessions totally 

sucks the fun out of the session. 

To make it onto the WKR property, new additions must have three things: first, they must come with or be upgraded to 

Micro-Trains trucks and couplers, second, whether body mounted or not, the coupler box must be painted the car body 

color, and third, all wheels must be or upgraded to ESM (Eastern Seaboard Models) metal wheels.  A fourth requirement 

if available is to increase the car weight (some cars are sealed from the factory).  In the picture above, the white ADM car 

is from Atlas, and the other three are from Athearn. 

 

 (Right)  All four of the new cars 

had removeable roofs, so it is a simple 

matter to add additional weight to the cars. 

In this case, the cars were already well 

weighted from the factory, but the Car 

Department used some small fishing 

weights in the bottom (to keep the center of 

gravity as low as possible) and used Tacky Glue to keep them in place.  While the glue is drying, they moved on to the 

next upgrade. 

 

 

      (Left)  All of the factory trucks were removed, and replaced with new Micro-

Trains trucks/couplers.  Step one required the coupler boxes to be painted body 

color.  The Department has acquired a good selection of water-based craft paints 

which allows simple colors like black or white to go right on.  Sometimes the craft 

paints will perfectly match the body color right from the bottle, and other times we  

mix a custom color such as the blue and red colors shown. 
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Ideas 
Make N-scale rolling stock perform and look better 

 

      (Left)  A closer view of the modified trucks.  We use 

cooking skewers to hold the truck in place while painting.  The 

coupler boxes are painted body color.  The “bottom” wheel sets 

are added to keep the ends of the trucks off the mat, then the 

coupler and truck side frames are painted “Rust” color.  The 

“top” wheel sets are added and we decided on Micro-Mark 

“Railroad Tie Brown” as a good match for the dark rust color 

of wheels, so the front and back of each wheel is painted as 

well as the axles.  We paint the wheels in the truck as it allows 

us to spin the wheel during painting to get complete coverage. 

Now they are ready to install. 

 

 

 (Above)  Eliminating the “black” coupler pocket and painting the truck and wheels makes a big difference. 
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Ideas 
Make N-scale rolling stock perform and look better 

 

 (Above)  Two custom-blended colors. 

 

 (Below)  Even plain white makes a difference. 
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The most enjoyable aspect 

of Model Railroading is 

doing the wiring… 

       Said no one ever… 
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The Friends of the Burlington 

Northern Railroad (FOBNR) historical 

society was  chartered to gather, preserve, 

and share information about the history and 

the current operations of the Burlington 

Northern Railroad.  

The group began with about 140 

members absorbed from the Burlington 

Northern Historical Society; an un-

incorporated interim organization interested 

in studying the history of the Burlington 

Northern Railroad.  

              In 1996, following the merger between Burlington Northern and Santa Fe, the group voted to follow the 

Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the present. Then in 2018 we added coverage of the 

Montana Rail Link. 

 

The Group’s quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice 

of the organization that shares news about the group’s activities, BN 

historical data, and current operations of the railroad. It is a 24-page all-

color publication and will grow even larger as the society grows and 

more members contribute more information. 

The society also has an annual convention at some location on the 
BNSF system with programs, tours, displays, a banquet with a keynote 
speaker, and a business meeting. 

Membership in the Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad 

• Membership is for one full year. 
• Multiple year memberships are permitted and even encouraged! 
• All members get 4 issues of The BN Expediter, our quarterly magazine. 
• Regular and youth members can buy our annual BN calendar for $2 off the regular price. 
• Sustaining members get our annual BN calendar free and are acknowledged by name in every issue of 

The BN Expediter. 

Click here for the FOBNR website:  https://fobnr.org/ 

 

For the FOBNR Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/fobnr 
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The purpose of NRail is to promote N Scale model railroading in all forms, all 

standards wherever N Scale is present.  NRail has been the voice of N Scale model 

railroading for over 45 years.   

Starting as NTRAK, it created the first national modular standard, provided 

the vehicle for N Scale to grow to the second most popular scale in North America, 

was the birthplace of T-TRAK and today is the home of N Scale model 

railroading.  We welcome all N scalers. 
 

BECOME A MEMBER - JOIN US NOW! 

Membership in NRail includes: 

o One year of the Newsletter (6 issues). 
o Monthly ZoomTRAK live broadcasts. 
o Support of the National N Scale layouts at major shows. 
o Access to the Members Only section of NRail.org (including over 270 issues of the Newsletter). 
o Discount on merchandise in the NRail store. 

Click here for the NRail website:  https://nrail.org/ 

 

For the NRail Facebook page, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/NRail.org 
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Click the link to start reading today:  nscalerailroadingmagazine.com/download 
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Hello, we're David & Debby 

I am David Zucker who, along with my wife Debby, started our 
hobby store business in 2000. It has been a lifelong dream to own 
my own model railroad hobby store. We have grown from a 5’ x 10’ x 6’ trailer to a store and a web-site. We 
still love doing the week-end “train shows” and we travel throughout the Midwest. 

Come see us at the Rocky Mountain Train Show at the National Western Complex in Denver, 

Colorado, Saturday April 1st and Sunday April 2nd. 

New Exclusive Product… 

Arrowhead Models HO Scale Committee Design Hopper 

Denver & Rio Grande 

We partnered with Arrowhead Models on a HO scale 
Committee Design Hopper in a 10-1960 Denver & Rio Grande 
paint scheme.  We added on six road numbers to the twelve that 
Arrowhead Models is doing.    

Click here for the Spring Creek website:  https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 
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Follow the activities of the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA on the MCoR website, (thanks Ryan!)  You will find 

the latest information on up-coming conventions, Tips from experts, copies of several Division newsletters, a list of up-

coming events in the Region, plus contact information for the Region and all the Divisions. 

 

 

Click here for the Mid-Continent Region website:  http://mcor-nmra.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mid-Continent Region also has a Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 

 

 
 

 

(Page 19) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(Page 20) 



Katy Railroad Historical Society 
 

The Katy Railroad Historical Society, a non-profit organization, was formed in Parsons, Kansas, on October 1, 

1977, with a nucleus of 43 charter members. The purpose of the society is to bring together in close association those 

persons who have a common interest in the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, known to many as the Katy.  

To increase the enjoyment of their interest through appropriate activities. These include group trips to points on 

the railroad, photographic excursions, photo, slide, and video shows, meetings, discussions, and other undertakings of a 

fundamentally social nature. The encouragement of members to contribute to the collection, compilation, and publication 

of interesting data pertaining to the Katy, including preservation of such information for future reference. The increase of 

knowledge of and fostering of goodwill towards the M-K-T Railroad among members and the public. The promotion of 

good fellowship among the members through ethical social functions found to be beneficial, educational, and morally 

wholesome to those interested in the Katy Railroad. 

2023 KRHS CONVENTION 

April 20 – April 23, 2023 
Palestine, Texas 

KRHS Headquarters will be the Comfort Suites, 301 Willow Creek Parkway, Palestine, Texas 75801, (903) 723-

0718. Special room rates are available by calling the hotel direct at the number provided and asking for the KRHS 

convention rate. The cutoff date for our special rate is March 19, 2023.   

 

For the KRHS website, click here:  https://katyrailroad.org/ 

Click here for the KRHS Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/katyrailroad 
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The ALCO RS-27 (specification DL-640) is a 

diesel-electric locomotive built by ALCO 

between December 1959 and October 1962. Only 

27 examples were manufactured. With ALCO's 

introduction of the Century Series line, the C-424  

replaced the RS-27 in the builder's catalog. 

Today, the Minnesota Commercial Railway has 

the only two RS-27s left in existence, both 

operational. 
 

 

 

 
(Page 22) 



 

Trackside Model Railroading is a publisher for model train enthusiasts who want to 

enjoy layout tours in depth. The digital magazine is advertisement-free and covers two layouts 

each month. We feature layouts of all the fine scales with lots of full-page photos, articles about 

the railroads, and short videos.  

           Our DVD and Blu-ray movies feature much more video of the layouts and often include 

interviews, operations, and creative backstories and railroad history. 
 

 

What’s in the magazine this month? 

Come check out Barry and Janice Dupler’s steam era railroad, the South Park Branch, in HO 

scale. It’s a freelanced branch line of the Denver & Rio Grande Western and is based in the late 

1930s. You’ll love watching the trains at work serving the Colorado towns and the impressive 

scenery of the San Juan Mountains. The Duplers model both logging and mining on the pike. 
 

We also include a project showing you how to build basic 

benchwork this month and a feature on water tanks as a part of 

operations. 
         

 

 

Click here to start reading today:  https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/ 

 

 
(Page 23) 



 

The principal purpose of the Operations Special 

Interest Group (OPSIG) is to discuss, develop and disseminate 

ways of operating model railroads to realistically emulate 

practices of the prototype.  

This includes sharing information on various methods of 

generating and controlling traffic to heighten the feeling that 

our models are an active and integral part of the national rail 

transportation network, serving shippers and consignees 

throughout the nation.  

We also discuss and 

communicate information about the methods and procedures used by 

the real railroads and realistically adapting them to the model world. 
 

We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, 

which in addition to containing articles and information on railroad 

operations (both prototype and model), contains listings of operating 

layouts, sessions, and events that members are invited to attend.  
 

    Click here for the OPSIG website:  https://www.opsig.org/ 
 

 

 

 

Click here for the OPSIG Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG 
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Garden City Train Show 
 

      The 2023 Boot Hill Model 

Railroad Club’s Train Show in 

Garden City, Kansas was held 

the weekend of March 11th and 

12th. 

 

      Although I was still feeling 

weak after my ordeal, I managed 

to make the trip over to Garden 

City and take a few pictures of 

the event. 

 

      (Right)  Donnie Becker of 

Salina brought his N-scale layout 

for display at the show.  

Formerly an oval, the layout is 

now displayed in a linear format 

with return loops on each end. 

 

 

      (Below) the visually impressive “Canyon Scene.” 
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Garden City Train Show 
Donnie Becker, Cont. 

 

      (Above) The twin “Farm Scene” modules. 

 

      (Left)  The “River Rafting” pair of modules, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

           

                                                           

         Click the link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCE_m6spasE 
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Garden City Train Show 

      (Above)  A internal view of the sawmill on the On30 layout displayed by Mark Fisher of Ingalls, Kansas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      (Right)  The top view of 

Mark’s layout gives a look into 

the lives of loggers of eras past 

when steam was making inroads 

into the traditional animal 

power. 
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Garden City Train Show 
 

 

      Hector Coss of Lewis, Kansas displayed his N-

scale, N-Trak layout.  (Right)  Hector scratch-built the 

container ship for the intermodal scene.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

    (Below)  An eye-catching module features high cliffs and lake front views. 
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Garden City Train Show 

 

      (Above)  Hector used a 

corner module to accurately 

model his home, including 

the house, shop building, 

farm equipment, and a 

scratch-built center-pivot 

irrigation system. 

 

      (Right)  Jerry Bruce of 

McPherson, Kansas keeps an 

eye on things as the train 

makes its way around the city 

scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the link for the video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiBY_zdPpJA 
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Garden City Train Show 

 

      (Above)  Sylvester Rodriquez of Garden City was showing off his magnificent N-scale layout which models a coal 

flood loader operation.  This layout is packed with details everywhere you look. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Click this link for the video: 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WP9rDkYn-H0 
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Garden City Train Show 

 

      (Above)  Most attendees of the show would agree, the most detailed layout of the show was displayed by Steve 

Weidner of Sublette, Kansas.  This is a On30 layout that features a complete, functional underground mine train visible 

through windows in the bottom of the layout, a working mine elevator (pictured dumping ore into the hopper) scratch-

built locomotives and rolling stock, a scratch-built railroad station, plus several scenes including moving chickens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Page 31) 



Garden City Train Show 
Steve Weidner, Cont.…. 

 

      (Above)  A view of the top. 

                                                                     (Below)  The moving chickens. 
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Garden City Train Show 
 

 During the McPherson show in January, I discovered my DLSR camera settings had accidently been changed, so I 

needed to do a factory reset after the show.  I reset the options and thought it was ready for Garden City, but I had set the 

quality to “raw” which was said to be the best setting.  However, after returning from Garden City, my photo processing 

program did not recognize these “raw” images, so I lost  quite a few photos.  Fortunately, I also shot quite a bit of videos, 

so I will list them here… 

 

 

 

 

Click this link for a video of the Pike’s Peak  N’Gineers T-

Track layout.:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjZdOyJBN58 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Click this link for a video of the HO-scale layout 

“Adamsville” displayed by Jim Adams of Lakin, Kansas: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-XQlVUMnUs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Click this link for a video of the magnificent Free-Mo 

HO-scale layout displayed by the Southern Kansas Free-Mo 

group: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdtSTA-y6I4 
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 Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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The Union Pacific Historical Society!  
Founded in 1984, UPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and sharing 

the history of the Union Pacific Railroad. As of the beginning of 2016, the Society has about 1,900 members. 

Historians, railfans, employees, and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and in-

depth material concerning historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union 

Pacific and predecessor companies. Railroad employees, managers, and retirees are welcome. 

 

The UPHS publishes The Streamliner, a professionally produced and beautifully 

illustrated quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historians and other experts on 

all aspects of Union Pacific Railroad operations, traffic, management, equipment, and 

facilities. 
 

We invite you to join the Union Pacific Historical Society! Join with Union Pacific 

enthusiasts from all over the world by submitting your one-year membership application. 
 

•  Regular membership  Both Youth and Regular memberships entitle one to receive four 

issues of our highly acclaimed quarterly magazine, The Streamliner, as well as discounts on selected products in 

the Company Store. 
 

Click here for the UPHS website:  https://uphs.org/ 

 

For the UPHS Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069786331658 
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Click here for the NMRA website:  https://www.nmra.org/ 
 

Want to "test drive" the NMRA for a little while? 

Sign up for our 9-month Rail Pass trial membership for only 
$19.95! This Includes 9 months of the Digital NMRA Magazine. 

The Rail Pass offer is good in the U.S. only and is for new 

members and those who have not been NMRA members for two 
years or more. Individuals can join at the Rail Pass rate only 

once. Rail Pass members can attend conventions and participate 
in contests but cannot hold office or vote in NMRA events. 
Membership will renew at the regular membership rate. 

 

 

Click here for the NMRA Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/46322574676 
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WKR Update 
 

      (Above)  The appearance of Missouri Pacific 5010, an EMD SD50 in N-scale from Atlas. 

 

 Recently The Purchasing Department of the WKR acquired a pair of pre-owned Atlas SD50 units to add some 

motive power to the DC only fleet.  Both performed as new right out of the box and both already had Micro-Trains 

couplers.  All they needed was a bit of touch-up as they will eventually be folded into the MPLX lease fleet. 

 

      (Above)  A in-progress shot after the body shell was removed.  At this point the couplers were painted “rust” color, 

and the grills were all “blacked for depth” before clean-up. 

 

 The method used by the Car Department to black the grills is to make a wash of black craft paint.  We 

use a dish with a small dab of paint and a small bit of water.  We then use the paint brush to quickly mix a bit at 

a time using more paint or more water to get the correct consistency.  The wash is then applied to the grill areas 

then the body shell is set aside to dry.  Once the wash has dried, a regular eraser on the end of a pencil is used 

(the pencil acts as a holder and is easier to control) to rub off the wash from the outer grills and any mistakes.  

This makes the painted grill ribs reappear and leaves the wash in the crevice’s creating the illusion of depth.  On 

this model the wash was applied to all the side grills, upper radiator/dynamic brake fans and exhaust port.  After 

using the eraser, you will need to use a dry paint brush to remove all eraser crumbs. 
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WKR 
Update 

 

 

      (Right)  The previous owner 

had replaced the couplers with 

new Micro-Trains couplers but 

did not paint them. Here we can 

see the couplers have been 

painted rust, but now matching 

craft paint was used to paint the 

black coupler boxes Harbor Mist 

Grey. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      (Right)  This view 

shows the grills after 

cleaning with the eraser, 

the couplers painted, and 

now the final touch, the 

boarding hand rails 

Are painted “safety white.” 
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WKR Update 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

    (Left)  All the 

same items were 

applied to the front 

end. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      (Below)  A side-by-side comparison of a stock model and the WKR version.  Both are now completed and part of the 

fleet. 
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For the N Scale Supply website, (N / Z scales) click here:  https://www.nscalesupply.com/ 

 

For the Rocky Mountain Train Supply website, (HO / O / G scales) click here:  https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/ 
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Follow the activities of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA from our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
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Mark the dates: 
June 3rd and 4th, 2023 for the 

Center Of the Nation Model Railroad Expo 

In the Pride of Kansas Building on the Kansas State 
Fairgrounds 

Hutchinson, Kansas 
9:00AM to 5:00PM Saturday 
10:00AM to 3:00PM Sunday 

For details: kansascentralmodelrr@gmail.com 
 

http://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://www.nscalemagazine.com/ 
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Date Book 
April 2023 

 

1st & 2nd  Rocky Mountain Train Show                                   Denver, CO. 

Sat & Sun  rockymountaintrainshow.com/ 

 

 

15th & 16th  29
th

 Annual Train Show                             North Platte, NE. 

Sat & Sun D & N Event Center 

 

 

15th  Arkansas City Train Show            Arkansas City, KS. 

Saturday http://www.wichitatoytrainmuseum.org/ 

 

 

22nd & 23rd  Spring Creek Model Trains FreeMo Event Center                   Deshler, NE. 

Sat & Sun  Thayer County Event Center - springcreekmodeltrains.com/show-schedule/ 
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Click here for the video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Tjz6XvhJJ0 
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