


On The Cover:

On March 9 and 18" model railroaders from the Midwest descended @doden City, Kansas for the
2024 Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show. This is one scene from the large Free-mo HOedegout.
Details inside...
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Modeling & Historical Society

TheRio Grande Modeling & Historical Societyis a group of enthusiasts who are interested in the history and
modeling of the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad or its prestased\though the Denver & Rio

Grande Western Railroad is now part of the vast Union Pacifieraydts a fascinating story we try to keep

alive through the efforts of the Society to ensure that the meafiding railroad lives on.

The group publishes a magazine calléd Prospectarwhich contains articles,
photos, and drawings of the railroad and its equipment. The group gésuzas
conventions, supports model manufacturers, and produces
data CDs for its members and the public. 95 fm ool i

after the D&RGW employee newsletter is delivered eight
times a year via e-mail. In each issue of@reen Light we
cover Society news and promote our society functions, so
gatherings, annual convention, and photo and data archiving. We also promote
Grande related products like books, calendars, and model railroad anneotecem

We invite you tgoin or renew your membership in the RGM&HS and join other Rio
Grande Enthusiasts from all over the world.

Click here for the RGM&HS website: https://rgmhs.org/

For the RGM&HS Facebook page, click here:https://www.facebook.com/groups/rgmhs.org
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BOOKS DIGITAL DOWNLOADS DVDS & VIDEOS MAGAZINES PRODUCTS MODELING TOOLS FOR KIDS SALE

Get to know the Trains.com family! Explore all the best in modeling, railroading and more

Trams Rallmader Tl:u‘-llns Classic Trains HAILWAYS Vi Ee

Click here to start reading or viewing today: https://www.trains.com/
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2024 MID CONTINENT REGIONAL ANNUAL CONVENTION
Hosted by

Platte Valley Division
June 13-15, 2024

Ramada Midtown Conference Center

2503 5 Locust Street
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801
(308) 385-1330

Send Completed Registration Form & Payment to:
Whit Jlohnson, Registrar

1117 E. 16" Street South

Newton, lowa 50208

steam2856(@gmail.com

Make check payable to:

(MCoR) Mid-Continent Region of NMRA
Information: Whit Johnson, Registrar at email or
telephone, evenings only please, cell (815)342-0301

Ask for MCoR Group Rate,
5147.00, includes breakfast
To register on line:

Ramada Midtown Conference Center Reservations
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FREE-MO

More than Just a Standard
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The objective of th€ree-mo Standardis to provide a platform for prototype modeling in a flexible, modula
environment. Free-mo modules not only provide track to operate reaiistiels, but also emphasize realistic,
-mo was designed to and continues to push
the envelope of modular model railroading to new heights. It goes beyomddhienal closed-loop set-up in
creating a truly universal “free-form” modular design that is dpmra oriented and heavily influenced by
prototype railroading.
The Free-mo Standard is a collection of requirements for buitshialg model railroad modules that can work
together with little effort, even when they have never been assgmalglether before. The beauty of the Free-
mo standard is that it allows builders to replicate any freelanpeototype track plan within your modules
boundaries yet can be combined for maximal interoperability with oteeriio modules.

For the Free-mo standards website, click herehttp://www.free-mo.org/standard/

For the Free-mo Facebook page, click herehttps://www.facebook.com/groups/218290678222679
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Western Kansas
Division, NMRA

31 Followers

Follow the antics of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA on #ir MeWe page:

https://mewe.com/westernkansasdiv/feed
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Dispatcher to OpSiG publication No. 2, you re ...

Ready to Roll!
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r"' All model railroaders, whether expert
. . or beginner, will find a wealth of usetul
. FR()\LDF.‘“GN' TP IMPI J ¥ beg e
WY publication, A Compexomm o MooeL
Ranroap Oreranons — From Dessen To
IupEMeNTATION. A complete guide to all
things operations, our latest offering
covers every aspect of prototype
operations and how to apply them to
your model railroad—from design
and staffing to yards and paperwork,
dispatching and car forwarding—
in 310 fuli-color pages. Written by
ten of your fellow modelers and
contains more than 350 photos, 120
illustrations, and countless tips,
pointers, suggestions, and prototype

ud
.

information to heip guide you on
e, Ty ' T your journey. A must for any modeler
2% N OFFICIAL” ™ o & - Ay
3 Lf  OPSIG PUBLICATION w";“"my" mm.
' / ,// lsm)
Canada/Mexico ($21)
Overseas ($28)
To Order: Please mail a check or money order, payable to

OpSIG, with number of copies and your mailing add

35 wed 33 DeSer riemItony SIHNG.
pease ot eve 3wy
number, and e-mail to:
Steve Benezra
2737 Thistle Trai Send 0 OPERSIGGoocom Provide o masieg adhess d
Hillsborough, NC 27278-9302  telephone number in the subject box.
Opsig.editor@gmail.com

' ' ' how to join
The OpSIG is a 501 (cB3 non-profit corporation. For information on

the OpSIG, please visit www.opsig.org.
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On March 8, we were able to catch a westbound BNSF freight waiting foeva c
change with the locomotives next to the Dodge City Depot. BNSF 743Buam August of
2008 as &5E ES44DC

On the same train we captured Ferromex 40BMB SD70ACebuilt in December of
2011.
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Click here to start reading today:
https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/
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You can find out what'’s going on in th&id-Continent Region by visiting the MCoR website. Find the latest info on
Region conventions, Region and Division newsletters, contact infamniati Region and Division officers and more.

http://mcor-nmra.org/

Click this link for the MCoR Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077
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Katy Railroad Historical Society

TheKaty Railroad Historical Society, a nonprofit organization, was formed on October 1, 1977. The purpose
of the society is to bring together in close association those pevbonsave a common interest in the
Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, known to many as the Katy, tease the knowledge of and fostering of
goodwill towards the M-K-T Railroad among members and the public ipdugromotion of good fellowship
among the members through ethical social functions.
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Click here for the KRHS website: https://katyrailroad.orqg/
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Click here for RMTS website: https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/

Click here for NSS: https://www.nscalesupply.com/
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Click here for the C&NWHS websitehttps://cnwhs.org/wpl/

For the C&NWHS Facebook page, click this linkttps://www.facebook.com/cnwhs
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Click here for the latest MRH issue: https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/

Click here for the “Make It Run Like A Dream special:
https://store.mrhmag.com/store/pl147/ebook/run-like-a-dreamreolling-stock.html

(Page 21)



| #

11



Click here for the SCMT website: https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/

For the SCMT Facebook page, click this link: https://www.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains
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Advantages

High efficiency at high speed.
Far fewer moving parts, hence potentially greasgalpility.
Conventional piston steam locomotives give a vaysinusoidal torque, making wheel slip much maeely

when starting.
The side rods and valve gear of conventional steaomotives create horizontal forces that canndube

balanced without substantially increasing the galtiorces on the track, known as hammer blow.

Disadvantages

High efficiency is ordinarily obtainednly at high speed and high-power output (though sowedh and UK
locomotives were designed and built to operate wafitlefficiency equal to or better than that ofgnseéngines
under customary operating conditions including-@atl). Gas turbine locomotives had similar protdem

together with a range of other difficulties.
Peak efficiency can be reached only if the turl@rleausts into a near vacuum, generated by a sudackenser.

These devices are heavy and cumbersome.
Turbines can rotate in only one direction. A reedigbine must also be fitted for a direct-driveash turbine

locomotive to be able to move backwards.
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Follow thetivities of the Western Kansas Division on
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAY1ts-734|w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcSOAENZOww

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4cFTg4yn4k

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bl2uCenkoMM
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Click here to start reading today: https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/
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The purpose dilRail is to promote N Scale model railroading in all forms, talhdards wherever N Scale is
present. NRail has been the voice of N Scale model railroéalimyer 45 years. Starting as NTRAK, it
created the first national modular standard, provided the vehidk $male to grow to the second most popular

scale in North America, was the birthplace of T-TRAK and todaie home of N Scale model railroading. We
welcome all N scalers.

For the NRail website, click here: https://nrail.org/

For the Facebook page of NRail, click herehttps://www.facebook.com/NRail.org
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Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024

The 2024 version of the annual
Boot Hill Model Railroad Club
Train Showwas held in Garden City,
Kansas on the®™and 18 of March.

Due to last minute circumstances
The WKR N-scale layout was not
able to display at the show, however
we did get some good photos and
videos to share.

(Left) The largest layout by far
was the Free-mo layout in HO-scale.
Three Free-mo clubs, plus many
individuals brought modules that were
assembled into a large layout.

The Free-mo standards not only
allow for large layouts, but also
operations-based running, plus an
astounding amount of detail.
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Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024

Free-mo...
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Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024

Hector Coss of Lewis, Kansas displayed his N-Trak Hdsed
scale layout.

The layout can handle long trains, and the
scenery is enhanced each year.

(Below) One of the corner modules features an N-sgalesentation of his home and hay operation, including a
center pivot irrigation system.
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Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024

Hector Coss...
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Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024

(Above) ThePikes Peak T-TRAKersmade the trip from Colorado Springs, Colorado to Garden City, Kéalsast
a five-hour drive) to display their T-Trak modues.
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Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024

(Above) Sylvester Rodriquez of Garden City, Kansas digplaigehighly-detailed N-scale layout depicting a coal
flood loader scene.
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Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024
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(Left) Jim Adams of
Lakin, Kansas showed off his
eye-catching and highly-
detailed HO-scale layout. This
is his home layout that he also
takes to train shows. He started
out with the “U”-shaped
sections on the upper left, then
added two more sections.



Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024
Jim Adams...

(Page 37)



3 4 2#, # -5 6

& 6 #  >82)22D

8)



Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show 2024

Pikes Peak: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88zycf5ZcSE

Hector Cosdhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVEV7hMIzmQ

Sylvester Rodriquez: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elayOXALMUs

Free-mo Part lhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTJhtiDCdSI

Free-mo Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ul3C6RHvOgY

Mark Fisher:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bl2uCenkoMM

Jim Adams: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4cFTqg4yn4k
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Click here for the Free-moN website: http://free-mon.net/
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TheMissouri Pacific
Historical Societyis a non-
profit organization, founded
in 1980 with roots that go
back to 1974. We preserve
and promote the history of
the Missouri Pacific Railroad
and its affiliates, which
spanned the south and west
of the United States dating
back to the 1850s.

Click this link for the
MPHS website:
https://mopac.orqg/

For the MPHS Facebook page, click herehttps://www.facebook.com/qroups/1778975332416533
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Midwest Model Railroad has two goals: make high-quality model trains easier to acapitenake our niche hobby

more accessible to everyone. Operating since 2011, we've bedn dbl@ist that by keeping our operating costs low and
passing on our savings to you. You will be hard pressed to find a maidetlhop more organized and affordable than
us—which is especially significant considering the variety of model $tgpplies available and how quickly costs add up.
With a passion for model trains, we want to welcome newceitnaour hobby by making the first steps easy and
enjoyable for all.

Click here for the MMR website: https://midwestmodelrr.com/

Click this link for the MMR Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/MidwestmodelRailroad
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Welcome to theUnion Pacific Historical Society!

Founded in 1984, UPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedz@esé¢rving and sharing the history of the
Union Pacific Railroad. The Society has about 1,900 members. idigprailfans, employees, and modelers have found
the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and in-deptiah@tecerning historical operations, traffic, motive
power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union Pacific and ptedsor companies. Railroad employees, managers, and
retirees are welcome. he UPHS publisheShe Streamliner a professionally produced and beautifully

illustrated quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historamg other

experts on all aspects of Union Pacific Railroad operationfcinafanagement,

equipment, and facilities.

In addition to our journal, thgPHS publishes books relating Union Pacific’s rich
history of traffic, operations, motive power, and rolling stock. @ast recent
book is Jeff Asay’dJnion Pacific Northwest tracing the history of UP in Oregon,
Washington, and Northern Idaho. We also have published a history oflthe ea
streamliner era 1934-1941 as well as a comprehensive series ofpeqtbbto
books of UP steam power.

Company Store: The on-line UPHS Company Store sells our books about Union
Pacific as well as UP-subject-matter books published by othack issues ofhe
Streamlineraudio CDs of UP steam trains in the 1950s, DVDs of UP steam
locomotive drawings, HO-scale models of UP rolling stock, and convegtidn
membership pins. Annual memberships also may be purchased in tipargom
Store. While the Store is open to all, members receive discourdgelected

products.

- Regular membershipBoth Youth and Regular memberships entitle one to receivedswes of our highly acclaimed

guarterly magazinel he Streamlineras well as discounts on selected products in the Company Store

Click here for the UPHS website: https://uphs.org/

For the Facebook page of the UPHS, click herenttps://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069786331658
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*** There is NO North Platte Train Show this year ***

6" Spring Train Show (Tulsa Area) Kellyville, OK.
Saturday  Heartland Toy Train Association — Ricky Custer (405) 612-0690
Creek County Fairgrounds

13" & 14" Festival of Trains Oklahoma City, QK
Sat & Sun https://www.festoftrains.com/

20" 9" Annual Arkansas City Train Show Arkansas City, KS.
Saturday http://www.wichitatoytrainmuseum.org/

27" & 28" Herrington Railroad Days Herrington, KS.
Sat & Sun https://heringtonhistory.org/heringtonrailroaddays/

15t& 2" Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo Hutchinson, KS.
Sat & Sun http://lwww.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show. htmi

13h Heartland Toy Train Show Stillwater, OK
Saturday https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/

215t— 27" Lionel Operating Train Society Annual Convention Lawrence, KS.
Sun — Sat https://lots-trains.org/
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Click here for the NMRA website: https://www.nmra.org/

For the Facebook page of the NMRA, click herehttps://www.facebook.com/groups/46322574676
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The principal purpose of th@perations Special Interest Group
(OPSIQG) is to discuss, develop and disseminate ways of operaiateg m
railroads to realistically emulate practices of the prototypes ificludes
sharing information on various methods of generating and controlling
traffic to heighten the feeling that our models are an activerdegral
part of the national rail transportation network, serving shippers and
consignees throughout the nation. We also discuss and communicate
information about the methods and procedures used by the real railroads
and ways of most practically and realistically adapting thetheenodel
world. So, if you like to operate the railroad you've created, tlaiplace
to learn more and find others with similar interests.

We publish a quarterly
magazine The Dispatcher's Officewhich in addition to containing
articles and information on railroad operations (both prototype and
model), contains listings of operating layouts, sessions, and events
that members are invited to attend. Back issues are available.
addition, the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for
publicizing regional operating events and meetings, where layouts
are open for guest operations.

My Railroads and Railroad Directory Feature

In the past, the membership application included space to let people
enter their personal railroad information, as well as clutoea
information. For more detail and to simplify the membership
application, personal and club railroads are now managed under a
new My Railroadsfeature. To help describe your railroad, there are a
lot more fields available to describe your railroad and your
operations scheme. You can also add photos of your railroad, as well
as links to your social media and websites.

After you've added your railroad, it will appear in Railroad Directory which is restricted to members of the
OpSIG.

Membership: As part of your yearly membership, you'll receive four quartesiyes ofThe Dispatcher's

Office our operations-focused publicatidrhe Dispatcher's Offices available as either a digital download or a
mailed printed copy. As a print subscriber, you'll also get atodhkg digital copy. In addition, all members
have complete access to 30+ years of our digital back catalog at tioredaiharge.

Click here for the OPSIG website: https://www.opsig.orqg/

For the Facebook page of the OPSIG, click this link
https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG
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On the Back Cover:
A departing look at the Annual Boot Hill Model Railroad Club fir&how for 2024. This view is part of the
colorful Jim Adams HO-scale layout, a crowd favorite.
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