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Model Railroad mrhmag.com

Hobbyist magazine

HAVING FUN WITH TRAINS

MARCE.2016 | EREE ALSO: TaBLE oF ConTENTS | MRH

- Ditch wiring in the “dungeon” March 2026
- Is the Ryobi foam cutter any good? . . o :

- Before doing your dream track plan ﬂ %ﬂggf;s Musings: Building MRH magazine

- Ken’s layout rebuild continues ‘

= MRH Website this month: Proper flesh tones, and more ...

=

ALL SCALES

MODEL RAILROAD HOBBYIST ... and more inside!

| Let's talk ops: Before doing your dream track plan
JOE FUGATE

Robert Schllecher .

Kithashestayorickiteedimill

m Electrical Impulses: No more wiring in the dungeon
ps 8 JOE FUGATE
ALL SCALES
| m Kitbashing a Walthers Feed Mill
' - sl ROBERT SCHLEICHER
— — St 8
: - Is the Ryobi foam cutter any good?
— JEFF PALMER

B Savvy Modeler online: Better paved roads and sidewalks

b Lo Compiled by the MRH STAFF

| ALL SCALES

What’s Neat: Layout reconstruction part 4, ...
KEN PATTERSON

| March 2026 news and events
RSl RICHARD BALE and JEFF SHULTZ

... over 200 pages of FREE model railroading
how-to information every issue!
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ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
TRAIN SUPPLY

COLORADO - 1997

FEATURES

=1 Straight and Curved
=1 Many lengths, widths, and radius to choose from
=" Wood-only or Complete kits with track and wiring

ROCKY MOUNTAIN TRAIN SUPPLY STOCKS 1000'S OF
NEW PRODUCTS IN Z-N-HO-G SCALES.
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UPHS 2026 Convention

Cheyenne, Wyoming
August 2026
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HELP WANTED!

NRail is looking for people to help us with our Partner program
and we need a new Club liaison. Both jobs require about an hour a
week, and are a gateway to becoming an NRail advisor.
Interested? Send a note: info@nrail.org and tell us which position
in which you are interested. Have questions? No problem, just
send us an email at the same address, info@nrail.org and we'll get
back to you as quickly as we can. Yes, both jobs are open right
NOW.

Membership in NRail includes:

One year of the Newsletter (6 issues).
Monthly ZoomTRAK live broadcasts.
Support of the National N Scale layouts at major shows.

Access to the Members Only section of NRail.org (including over
270 issues of the Newsletter).
Discount on merchandise in the NRail store.

EC26 N-Scale Meet

Start  Monday, July 20, 2026
End  Friday, July 24,2026
Location  Elk City, Ok
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Announcements Welcome to the Mid-Continent Region of the National Model Upcoming Events

Railroad Association

Thanks.to ALl i A 501@©3 non-profit corporation, MCoR includes the southern half of s 2926 R;glon
for making the March/ Convention will be July

April 2026 issue of the state of lowa, portiqns of I.Ilinois, and the entire sta?es of 23-25! See the
?ralls Rails. & Tales Arkansas, Oklahqma, Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. Since 1990. Convéntlons e
e MCoR’s leadership has fostered a strong program of developing local e
S divisions with the purpose of bringing the potential for NMRA activity detglls ahd e

and involvement to a community near you. From only two divisions in [SgsiEtiog o]

Thanks tofRobert. 1990 located in metropolitan areas, MCoR now has well over a dozen
Simmons for ma@ng thg ST A e C T I ouave_an event you
6) 1)$ " /' %$ "0 #1 %$ ' - "
/| % -$" #'% | # )

The 2026 Mid-Continent Region convention will bedhat the Collinsville Convention Center in Cadlirille,

IL from July 23-25. This year’s convention igotnt convention with theRPM Meet! One registration gets
you into ALL the RPM events and the MCoR eventsuding our Contest and Saturday Night Banquet! €her
will be lots of vendors at the Collinsville Convimt Center ready to sell you all the part items goeilooking
for! There will be clinics and contests. Findtak details on the MCoR website.

CABOOSE
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(Above) BNSF 7776 is a GES44DCthat was built in 2005, rests in the yard with some graffiti.

(Below) BNSF 5249 is a GE is@44-9W that was new in 2002.

(Page 9)
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The MPHS publishes a quarterly magazine called Eagle

All members receive a copy of this magazine as g@fatteir membership
dues. New members will receive a copy of the curissue as soon as
their dues have been received.

The Eagléas a full-color magazine printed on high-qualitygavy paper.
Copies of this magazine can be purchased througBoompany Store.

A comprehensive index of The Eagle issues is avdila.
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Cincinnati Division 7 of theMCR still has Limited Edition, Accurail, 2200 Series E@-Bay Covered
Hoppers in an N&W repaint/patch scheme available.

They are available in three road numbers. Pricmy@dering information can be found on Divisios Web
page herehttps://division7mid-centralregionnmra.godaddysides/.....

N&W HC-46 ACF 2-Bay Covered Hopper
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Pricing is $25 per car, or a 3-car set at $70. @hg(via USPS Priority) is $10.40 for one car &1@.40 for
two or more cars. Ohio residents, please add 72886 sax on the total price of the kits and the
shipping/handling fee. Customers outside the U3d#agecontact usfor shipping arrangements and charges.

To order, please seryour email and phoneinformation along with @heck or money orderin US dollars,
payable to Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA, to:

Cincinnati Division 7 Car Projects
c/o Paul Maciulewicz

9151 Congress Court

West Chester, Ohio 45069






Gunderson Rail Servicedeveloped high-capacity cryogenic reefer cars@nlt980s in collaboration with
Cryo-Trans to address failures in traditional reftigeration with the firsCRYX car (No. 1200) built in 1987.
These cars used for cooling and transporting frggeds but were mostly converted to mechanicaeaysty
2003 due to rising costs.

Origins (Mid-1980s): Cryo-Trans sought to address the unreliable, agieghanical reefer fleet,
partnering with Gunderson to develop cars usinggewnic,carbon-dioxide-based cooling.

Design & Usage:These were high-capacity cars designed for fréaed, notably used by McDonald's
to transport frozen French fries.

Conversion (2000s)Due to high costs, Cryo-Trans converted mostofiget to mechanical
refrigeration between 2000 and 2003, with somesuater rebuilt with new mechanical, high-capacity,
82-foot designs.

Modern Era: In 2021, Cryo-Trans was acquired by Lineage Laggstontinuing to utilize modern
refrigerated car technology.



(Right) Once again Trainworx outdid themselves with a new elealkenworth
tractors. Since the WKR has a large grain elevator to splkrsg/ears ago we
purchased multiple 3-D printed grain trailers, we needed mactts.

Although we don’t need the tractors right now, a painful lesson in M-&cd you don’t purchase them when
first offered, they won't be there when you come back, so we havestmeng-up on tractors a little at a time.

(Page 17)



(Above) During the Garden City Train Show in March, we would titkeupport the vendors as much as
possible. The Purchasing Department had depleted funds with migddpfaotive purchases earlier, but they
signed-off on a couple of Atlas grain hoppers.

(Below) The WKR also snagged a couple Atlas tank cars for ukedgidyne operations.

(Page 18)



Life would be boring without some problems to overcome, so chance preadesl While maneuvering the
ambulance in the shop to get lined-up with the access doors to bedjimglaae right-side mirror snagged on

the side of the garage door opening and was moved a couple of inchesaoNbging able to see down the
side, we tried to maneuver clear of the door but as we pullecdifdrtive outside door handle caught on the door

frame and was ripped off.

While the Universe laughed at us, we sought replacement partsl lacmiths had no idea what we were
talking about, so we sent an e-mail to Horton, the manufacturee diox. Next day we had a reply, and within
a week we had the new replacement parts in-hand. Well DortenHor

(Page 19)
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TheChicago & North Western Historical
Societywas founded in 1973 by a group of
Midwestern railfans interested in the C&NW,
along with its predecessor and successor roads.

The Society’s purpose is to collect, circulate and
preserve the history of the C&NW and its
predecessor and successor lines; to create and
publish a magazine; and to promote fellowship
among C&NW fans and Society Members.

It is a non-profit corporation, chartered in the
State of lllinois, and welcomes monetary
donations and the donation of historic items.

North Western Lineds a quarterly publication, which is considere@ o
the premier historical publications. Each issuet@iois current news, feature
articles, a photo section, and a combination dersstechnical information,
maps, schedules, and modeling information, depgnointhe make-up of
that issue. A one-year subscription comes with emb&ship. And members
are welcome to submit news items and articles.
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Todd Skagg and
Hector Coss
N-scale Sectional

(Page 27)



Jim Adams of Lakin
HO-scale
Multi-sectional

(Page 28)
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Mark Fisher
On30 scale

More coverage next month...

(Page 31)
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Free-mowas developed with the idea that a set of stasdaxaising on module endplates would enable
faithful modeling of prototype trackplans and openas in a modular environment. Free-mo operalesdi
permanent or sectional layout but still retaingntsdularity. Free-molayouts are operated with a single track
mainline in a point to loop, loop to loop, or poiatpoint. Layout sizes can vary to any size corage.
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The principal purpose of tH@perations Special Interest
Group (OPSIG) is to discuss, develop and disseminates\afy
operating model railroads to realistically emulatactices of
the prototype. This includes sharing informationvanious
methods of generating and controlling traffic tagien the
feeling that our models are an active and integaat of the
national rail transportation network. We also dsscu
information about the methods and procedures ugeldeoreal
railroads and ways of realistically adapting thenthie model
world.

We publish a quarterly magazinéje Dispatcher's Officewhich in addition to
containing articles and information on railroad i@@ns (both prototype and model),
contains listings of operating layouts, sessiond, @/ents that members are invited to
attend. In addition, the OPSIG web site serves@dsainghouse for publicizing
regional operating events and meetings, where tayeme open for guest operations.

We also have &acebookpage and send out the
Second Sectioamail newsletter on a regular basis.

https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG
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11t & 12t
Sat & Sun

18" & 19"
Sat & Sun

250 & 26"
Sat & Sun

13h & 14
Sat & Sun

24 & 25h
Sat & Sun

7th _ gh
Fri - Sun

11t & 12t
Sat & Sun

14h & 150
Sat & Sun

12h & 13h
Sat & Sun

Rocky Mountain Train Show - National Western Complex
https://rockymountaintrainshow.com/Default.aspx

Festival of Trains
https://www.festoftrains.com/

Spring Creek Model Trains - N Scale Free-mo Weekend
Thayer County Activity Center

Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo
https://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html

St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet

North Platte Model Train Show

g

Ozarks Model Railroad Association Train Show

Denver, CO.

Oklahoma City, OK.

Deshler, NE.

Hutchinson, KS.

St. Louis, MO.

North Platte, NE.

Springfield, MO.

https://trainshows.net/event/1426/ozarks-model-railroad-associationstraw

$ % "#
49" Annual OKC Train Show
https://www.okctrainshow.com/

& "#
Festival of Trains

https://www.festoftrains.com/

(Page 41)

Oklahoma City, OK.

Wichita, KS.
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