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On The Cover: 
On March 14th & 15th, the Boot Hill Model Railroad Club hosted their annual Train Show 

in Garden City, Kansas.  Jim Adams of Lakin, KS. displayed his HO-scale layout along 

with many others.          More details inside… 
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A NEW social media site that’s all about Model Trains. 
 

 

You can follow the activities of the Mid-Continent Region on 

their new MTM page.  Train Shows, Discussions, projects, How-

To articles, videos and more.  Check it out today and jump in! 
 

 

Click this link: 

https://modeltrainmedia.com/groups/mid-continent-region-nmra/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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Colorado's Largest Train Shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for RMTS:  https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/ 

 

Click here for N Scale Supply:  https://www.nscalesupply.com/nscalesupply.html 
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Welcome to the Union Pacific Historical Society! 

 Founded in 1984, UPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the 

history of the Union Pacific Railroad. The Society has about 1,900 members. Historians, railfans, employees, 

and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and in-depth material concerning 

historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union Pacific and predecessor 

companies.  

 

The Streamliner is the official publication of the Union 

Pacific Historical Society four issues are included with 

annual membership. Memberships, individual copies of 

the Streamliner and UP calendars may be purchased from 

the Company Store.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the UPHS website:  https://uphs.org/ 
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The purpose of NRail is to promote N Scale model railroading in all forms, all standards wherever N Scale is 

present.  NRail has been the voice of N Scale model railroading for over 45 years.  Starting as NTRAK, it 

created the first national modular standard, provided the vehicle for N Scale to grow to the second most popular 

scale in North America, was the birthplace of T-TRAK and today is the home of N Scale model 

railroading.  We welcome all N scalers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the N-Rail website:  https://nrail.org/ 
 

 
(Page 5) 

 



New Look! 

Everything you need to know about the Mid-Continent Region but were afraid 

to ask can be found on the MCoR website thanks to Ryan Moats. 
 

MCoR 2026 Convention 

July 23 – 25 2026 

Collinsville, Illinois 

 The 2026 Mid-Continent Region convention will be held at the Collinsville Convention Center in Collinsville, 
IL from July 23-25.  This year’s convention is a joint convention with the RPM Meet! One registration gets 
you into ALL the RPM events and the MCoR events including our Contest and Saturday Night Banquet! There 
will be lots of vendors at the Collinsville Convention Center ready to sell you all the part items you are looking 
for! There will be clinics and contests.  Find all the details on the MCoR website. 

 

The 2026 First Quarter issue of the Caboose Kibitzer is available. Thanks to Patrick 

Hiatte for his work and please send him your articles! 

 

                  Click here for the MCoR website:  

                      https://www.mcor-nmra.org/ 
 

 
 

(Page 6) 



 
 

(Page 7) 



Real Deal 
 

 

 

(Below) Back on March 9th, we found the 5729 with a rather 

dirty face. 

 

(Below)  BNSF 4757 provides an example of an easily modeled repair.  It appears this unit had a fire, was 

repaired and left in primer.  Some masking and red oxide primer and you can duplicate this on your railroad. 
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Real Deal 

 

(Above)  BNSF 7776 is a GE ES44DC that was built in 2005, rests in the yard with some graffiti. 

 

 

(Below) BNSF 5249 is a GE is a C44-9W that was new in 2002. 
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           Facebook 

Follow all the action of the Mid-Continent Region on Facebook:  How-to articles, demonstrations, Train Shows, 

Operations, Conventions, meetings, and more.   

Click the link for the MCoR Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 
 

 

Click this link for the Western Kansas Division Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
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Our mission is to preserve and promote the heritage of the Missouri Pacific Railroad and its affiliates. This 

includes the Texas & Pacific, Chicago & Eastern Illinois, Kansas Oklahoma & Gulf, Alton & Southern and 

many other roads that were part of the MP family. 

The MPHS publishes a quarterly magazine called The Eagle.  

All members receive a copy of this magazine as part of their membership 
dues. New members will receive a copy of the current issue as soon as 
their dues have been received. 

The Eagle is a full-color magazine printed on high-quality, heavy paper. 

Copies of this magazine can be purchased through our Company Store. 

A comprehensive index of The Eagle issues is available. 

 

Plan to attend our 2026 Annual Convention 

October 8th – 11th 

In Independence, Missouri 

 

Click here for the MPHS website:  https://mopac.org/ 
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Midwest Model Railroad began in 2011 

with a simple goal: make the hobby more 

accessible, affordable, and enjoyable for 

everyone. We always focus on operating 

efficiently and keeping our operating costs 

low to pass on those savings to you, the 

hobby’s best customers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start shopping today, click here:  https://midwestmodelrr.com/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
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Cincinnati Division 7 of the MCR still has Limited Edition, Accurail, 2200 Series ACF 2-Bay Covered 
Hoppers in an N&W repaint/patch scheme available. 
They are available in three road numbers. Pricing and ordering information can be found on Division 7's web 
page here:  https://division7mid-centralregionnmra.godaddysites.com/...… 

N&W HC-46 ACF 2-Bay Covered Hopper 

Using Accurail’s 2200 Series ACF 2-Bay Covered Hopper as the basis, we are offering it in a Norfolk & 

Western repaint scheme. These cars are N&W class HC-46 and are from an original batch of fifty built in 1966 

by ACF with the Round Herald paint scheme. Subsequently some cars went through a general maintenance 

program and were repainted in the block N&W livery. Photos were found showing at least three of these cars 

(road numbers 170753, 170768 and 170794) were reweighed at some later date because that area is “patched 

out” on the car with the new data displayed. Those same photos place these three cars as being in service in 

1992 and 2004. It is these three, highly unique, road numbers that Cincinnati Division 7 is now offering for sale 

as limited edition kits. 

 

Pricing is $25 per car, or a 3-car set at $70. Shipping (via USPS Priority) is $10.40 for one car and $18.40 for 
two or more cars. Ohio residents, please add 7.8% sales tax on the total price of the kits and the 
shipping/handling fee. Customers outside the USA, please contact us for shipping arrangements and charges. 
 
 
To order, please send your email and phone information along with a check or money order in US dollars, 
payable to Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA, to: 
 
Cincinnati Division 7 Car Projects 
c/o Paul Maciulewicz 
9151 Congress Court 
West Chester, Ohio 45069 
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WKR Update 
 

(Left)   In March, the WKR 

Purchasing Department was 

convinced to add to the reefer 

collection as Atlas came out 

with some new names. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gunderson Rail Services developed high-capacity cryogenic reefer cars in the 1980s in collaboration with 
Cryo-Trans to address failures in traditional rail refrigeration with the first CRYX car (No. 1200) built in 1987. 
These cars used for cooling and transporting frozen goods but were mostly converted to mechanical systems by 
2003 due to rising costs.  

• Origins (Mid-1980s): Cryo-Trans sought to address the unreliable, aging mechanical reefer fleet, 
partnering with Gunderson to develop cars using cryogenic, carbon-dioxide-based cooling. 

• Design & Usage: These were high-capacity cars designed for frozen food, notably used by McDonald's 
to transport frozen French fries. 

• Conversion (2000s): Due to high costs, Cryo-Trans converted most of its fleet to mechanical 
refrigeration between 2000 and 2003, with some units later rebuilt with new mechanical, high-capacity, 
82-foot designs. 

• Modern Era: In 2021, Cryo-Trans was acquired by Lineage Logistics, continuing to utilize modern 
refrigerated car technology.  
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WKR Update 
(Right)  Once again Trainworx outdid themselves with a new release of Kenworth 

tractors.  Since the WKR has a large grain elevator to scenic plus years ago we 

purchased multiple 3-D printed grain trailers, we needed more tractors. 

 

 

Although we don’t need the tractors right now, a painful lesson in N-scale is if you don’t purchase them when 

first offered, they won’t be there when you come back, so we have been stocking-up on tractors a little at a time. 
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WKR Update 

(Above)  During the Garden City Train Show in March, we would like to support the vendors as much as 

possible.  The Purchasing Department had depleted funds with multiple locomotive purchases earlier, but they 

signed-off on a couple of Atlas grain hoppers. 

 

 

(Below)  The WKR also snagged a couple Atlas tank cars for use with Agridyne operations. 
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WKR Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life would be boring without some problems to overcome, so chance provided some.  While maneuvering the 

ambulance in the shop to get lined-up with the access doors to begin loading, the right-side mirror snagged on 

the side of the garage door opening and was moved a couple of inches.  Now, not being able to see down the 

side, we tried to maneuver clear of the door but as we pulled forward the outside door handle caught on the door 

frame and was ripped off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the Universe laughed at us, we sought replacement parts.  Local locksmiths had no idea what we were 

talking about, so we sent an e-mail to Horton, the manufacturer of the box.  Next day we had a reply, and within 

a week we had the new replacement parts in-hand.  Well Done, Horton! 
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Click here to start reading today:  

https://firecrown.dragonforms.com/loading.do?omedasite=MRR_New&pk=ACF61M1 
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Click here to order your copy today:  https://www.opsig.org/About/Merchandise 
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Follow the happenings of the Western Kansas Division 

on the Robert Simmons YouTube Channel 
 

 

From the Garden City Train Show 

 

 

    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SymwCcU3Csw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAYts-734jw?view_as=subscriber 
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The Chicago & North Western Historical 

Society was founded in 1973 by a group of 
Midwestern railfans interested in the C&NW, 
along with its predecessor and successor roads.  

The Society’s purpose is to collect, circulate and 
preserve the history of the C&NW and its 
predecessor and successor lines; to create and 
publish a magazine; and to promote fellowship 
among C&NW fans and Society Members. 

It is a non-profit corporation, chartered in the 
State of Illinois, and welcomes monetary 
donations and the donation of historic items. 

 

North Western Lines is a quarterly publication, which is considered one of 
the premier historical publications. Each issue contains current news, feature 
articles, a photo section, and a combination of rosters, technical information, 
maps, schedules, and modeling information, depending on the make-up of 
that issue. A one-year subscription comes with a membership. And members 
are welcome to submit news items and articles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, click this link:  https://cnwhs.org/wp1/ 
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Click this link for convention details:  https://www.nmra2026.org/ 

 

 

 

Click here for the NMRA website:  https://www.nmra.org/ 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
March 14th & 15th the Boot Hill Model Railroad Club hosted their annual Train Show in Garden City, Kansas. 

We were able to take a few photographs and videos, and we will share them in coming issues, this is Part 1. 

 

(Left)  Hector Coss helped display and operate a N-scale layout belonging to 

Todd Skaggs of Dodge City.  It is a three-section layout depicting the famous 

Tehachapi Loop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Video Link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87oDCG_rtt4&pp=0gcJCdsKAYcqIYzv 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
 

Todd Skagg and  

Hector Coss 

N-scale Sectional 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
 

Jim Adams of Lakin 

HO-scale 

Multi-sectional 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
 

Jim Adams of Lakin 

HO-scale 

Multi-sectional 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Video Link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCwISgBbGRA 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
 

Mark Fisher of Ingalls, KS. 

On30 scale 

 

 

 

 

 

Video Link:                                                       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SymwCcU3Csw 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 

 

Mark Fisher 

On30 scale 

 

 

 

 

More coverage next month… 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://www.nscalemagazine.com/index.html 
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Free-mo was developed with the idea that a set of standards focusing on module endplates would enable 
faithful modeling of prototype trackplans and operations in a modular environment. Free-mo operates like a 
permanent or sectional layout but still retains its modularity.   Free-mo layouts are operated with a single track 
mainline in a point to loop, loop to loop, or point to point. Layout sizes can vary to any size conceivable. 

 

 

 

Click this link for the Southern Kansas Free-mo 

Trainweb page:  https://trainweb.us/freemosoks/ 

 

 

 

 

For the Free-Mo website, click here:  https://free-mo.org/ 
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The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest 

Group (OPSIG) is to discuss, develop and disseminate ways of 
operating model railroads to realistically emulate practices of 
the prototype. This includes sharing information on various 
methods of generating and controlling traffic to heighten the 
feeling that our models are an active and integral part of the 
national rail transportation network. We also discuss  
information about the methods and procedures used by the real 
railroads and ways of realistically adapting them to the model 
world.  

 

We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which in addition to 
containing articles and information on railroad operations (both prototype and model), 
contains listings of operating layouts, sessions, and events that members are invited to 
attend. In addition, the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for publicizing 
regional operating events and meetings, where layouts are open for guest operations.  

 

We also have a Facebook page and send out the 
Second Section email newsletter on a regular basis.  

    https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG 

 

 

As part of your yearly membership, you'll receive four quarterly issues of The Dispatcher's Office, our 

operations-focused publication. The Dispatcher's Office is available as either a digital download or a mailed 

printed copy. As a print subscriber, you'll also get access to the digital copy. In addition, all members have 

complete access to 30+ years of our digital back catalog at no additional charge for members of the OpSIG.  

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for more information:  https://www.opsig.org/ 
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Follow the activities of the Western Kansas 

Division, NMRA on their MeWe page: 
 

 

https://mewe.com/westernkansasdiv/feed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would You Like To Test Drive The NMRA? 
 

Now's your chance! With a Rail Pass membership, you'll have access to one of the 

world's largest railroad libraries, get reduced rates on special layout or collection 

insurance, receive 9 digital issues of the NMRA Magazine, and much more. 

Rail Pass offer is good in the U.S. only and is for new members and those who 

have not been NMRA members for two years or more. Rail Pass members can 

attend conventions and participate in contests but cannot hold office or vote in 

NMRA events. Membership will renew at the regular membership rate. 
 

 

Get the details here:  https://www.nmra.org/trial-membership 
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Hello, We’re David and Debbie, we started our hobby store business in 2000. It has been a 

lifelong dream to own my own model railroad hobby store. We have grown from a 5’ x 10’ x 6’ 

trailer to a store and a web-site. We still love doing the week-end “train shows” and we travel 

throughout the Midwest. 

 

Spring is the perfect season to revitalize your layout and bring new energy to your collection. 

 

 

 

 

Click here for Spring Creek Model Trains:  https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 
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Info Link:  https://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html 
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Date Book 
AprilAprilAprilApril    

11th & 12th  Rocky Mountain Train Show - National Western Complex                                  Denver, CO. 

Sat & Sun  https://rockymountaintrainshow.com/Default.aspx 

 

18th & 19th  Festival of Trains                   Oklahoma City, OK. 

Sat & Sun https://www.festoftrains.com/ 

 

25th & 26th  Spring Creek Model Trains - N Scale Free-mo Weekend                                       Deshler, NE. 

Sat & Sun Thayer County Activity Center      

 

June 
13th & 14th Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo           Hutchinson, KS. 

Sat & Sun  https://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html 

 

July 
24th & 25th  St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet                                                       St. Louis, MO. 

Sat & Sun  

August 
7th – 9th  North Platte Model Train Show                      North Platte, NE. 

Fri - Sun 

 

September 
11th & 12th  Ozarks Model Railroad Association Train Show                                Springfield, MO. 

Sat & Sun  https://trainshows.net/event/1426/ozarks-model-railroad-association-train-show 

 

November 
14th & 15th  49th Annual OKC Train Show                            Oklahoma City, OK. 

Sat & Sun  https://www.okctrainshow.com/ 

 

December 
12th & 13th  Festival of Trains                                 Wichita, KS. 

Sat & Sun https://www.festoftrains.com/ 
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