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Who:   All Narrow Gauge modelers 
What:  43rd National Narrow Gauge Convention 
When:  August 30th through September 2nd, 2023 
Where: Crown Plaza Denver Airport Convention Center 

     Denver, Colorado 
Why:  Fun! 
Info:  https://www.43nngcdenver.com/ 
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Katy Railroad Historical Society 
The purpose of the Katy Railroad Historical Society is to bring together in close association those persons who 

have a common interest in the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, known to many as the Katy. To increase the enjoyment 
of their interest through appropriate activities, the encouragement of members to contribute to the collection, compilation 
and publication of interesting data pertaining to the Katy, including preservation of such information for future reference. 
The increase of knowledge of and fostering of goodwill 
towards the M-K-T Railroad among members and the 
public. The promotion of good fellowship among the 
members through ethical social functions to those 
interested in the Katy Railroad. 
 
 
Join the Society!  Membership includes four issues of the Katy Flyer magazine and annual member directory.  
 
 

Click here for the KRHS website:  https://katyrailroad.org/ 
 

For the Facebook page of the KRHS, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/katyrailroad 
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Click here for Rocky Mountain Train Supply:  https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/ 
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For N Scale Supply, click this link:  https://www.nscalesupply.com/ 
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Click this link to find out about their free 30-day trial membership: 
https://www.trains.com/ 
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The Chicago & North Western Historical Society was founded in 1973 by railfans interested in the C&NW, 
along with its predecessor and successor roads. These roads include the Chicago, St. Paul Minneapolis & 
Omaha; the Minneapolis & St. Louis; the Chicago Great Western; the Litchfield & Madison; the Fort Dodge, 
Des Moines & Southern; the Des Moines & Central Iowa; and many more.  The Society’s purpose is to collect, 
circulate and preserve the history of the C&NW and its predecessor and successor lines; to create and publish a 
magazine; and to promote fellowship among C&NW fans and Society Members. 

 

Join Us!      A regular 1-year membership 
includes 4 issues of the Northwestern Lines 
magazine.   

 
As a contributing member, you also 

receive a copy of the current C&NWHS all-
color calendar. 

 
For the C&NWHS website, click this link:  https://cnwhs.org/wp1/ 

 
For the Facebook page of the C&NWHS, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/cnwhs 
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    The Railroad Prototype 
Modelers Meet took place 
in St. Louis, MO. at the end 
of July. 
 
    Thanks to Railroad 
Model Craftsman 
magazine for the photos. 
 
    Here are just a few 
photos from the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Page 8) 



 
(Page 9) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Page 10) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click here to start reading today:  https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
 

(Page 11) 



 
Follow the activities of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA through the Robert Simmons YouTube channel. 

 
Click this link to start viewing:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAYts-

734jw?view_as=subscriber 
 
 

 
   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFzb4QwVQ1s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
 
 
 
                                                    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiuyeVBUV3I 
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Forced Perspective 

 

This is a "forced perspective" scene - the foreground box car 
and the figure are On30, while the background is HO scale. Just a 
photo experiment from years ago.  
 
 
Modeling and photography by Bob Boudreau. 
— in Saint John, NB, Canada 
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Click here for the Midwest Model Railroad website:  https://midwestmodelrr.com/ 
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    (Below)  MPHS members attending the recent Railroad Prototype 
Modelers meet in St. Louis, MO. 

 
 
 

 

 Our mission is to preserve and promote the heritage of the Missouri Pacific Railroad and its affiliates. 
This includes the Texas & Pacific, Chicago & Eastern Illinois, Kansas Oklahoma & Gulf, Alton & 

Southern and many other roads that were part of the MP family.  

 

The MPHS publishes a quarterly magazine called "The 
Eagle." All members receive a copy of this magazine as part of 
their membership dues. 
 

              Become a member today! 
 

 

Click this link for the MPHS website:  http://www.mopac.org/ 
 

For the MPHS Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/MoPacHistorical 
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The purpose of NRail is to promote N Scale model railroading in all forms, all 
standards wherever N Scale is present.  NRail has been the voice of N Scale model 
railroading for over 45 years.  Starting as NTRAK, it created the first national 
modular standard, provided the vehicle for N Scale to grow to the second most 
popular scale in North America, was the birthplace of T-TRAK and today is the 
home of N Scale model railroading.  We welcome all N scalers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find out more, click this link for N-Rail:  https://nrail.org/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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 In mid-July I had a chance to visit with Mark Fisher of Ingalls, Kansas, a member of the Boot hill Model 
Railroad Club.    Mark models in On30 scale and his portable layout depicts logging in the 1800’s using animal power 
and narrow-gauge railroads.  His layout can function as a stand-alone layout or be joined to other similar layouts. 

 (Above)  Mark Fisher next to his portable layout. 
 

 
(Above Both)  Mark has recently started “weathering” some of his rolling stock as shown with this boxcar. 
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 During the picture taking, I asked Mark, “What do they call the device with the big wheels?”   He replied, “the 
Big Wheel.”  In the time of animal power, loggers would yoke oxen in the front while in the rear cut-down tree trunks 
would be chained 
to the shorter 
back end with the 
chained end 
raised off the 
ground, so the 
oxen only needed 
to pull one end of 
the trunk across 
the ground 
greatly reducing 
resistance.  Pretty 
smart fellows our 
ancestors.  Both 
Steve Weidner 
and Mark have 
done extensive 
research into this 
period of time. 
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(Above)  Mark’s depiction of felled trees floated down river to the sawmill.  The flue (top center) has a moving chain 
where the logs would be attached and hauled up the flue to the sawmill floor. 
 
(Below)  Once the logs are on the sawmill floor they are loaded onto an angled hopper where they slide down to the 
moving trolly that runs them through the saw.  This trolley moves back and forth on Mark’s layout. 
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(Both)  Inside the sawmill. 
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 (Above)  A portion of Mark’s home On30 layout. 

(Above)  Mark has also built a collection of boat 
models. 
 
(Left)  Recently Mark has been constructing and 
weathering more structures. 
 
At the end of this month, Mark and Steve are 
displaying their layouts at the National Narrow 
Gauge Convention in Denver. 
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The Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society is an independent non-profit 
corporation devoted to preserving, studying, and sharing information about the former Santa Fe 
Railway; from its rich history, fascinating operations, to its distinctive equipment and facilities. 

The Society’s flagship quarterly magazine, The Warbonnet, offers lavishly 
illustrated articles on the history and modeling of the Santa Fe and its affiliated 
companies. Each issue is at least 40 pages, often more, typically includes articles by 
noted authors, often accompanied by full color photos, maps and drawings; modeling 
articles with useful “how to” tips; letters from Society members contributing additional 
information on past articles, and product reviews. Issued in March, June, September, 
and December of each year. 

                               Join Us Today! 
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For the SFRHMS website, click the link:  https://sfrhms.org/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://nscalerailroadingmagazine.com/ 
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     The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) is to 
discuss, develop and disseminate ways of operating model railroads to realistically 
emulate practices of the prototype. This includes sharing information on various 
methods of generating and controlling traffic to heighten the feeling that our models 
are an active and integral part of the national rail transportation network, serving 
shippers and consignees throughout the nation.   We also discuss and communicate 
information about the methods and procedures used by the real railroads and ways 
of most practically and realistically adapting them to the model world.  
 

 

 
We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which 

in addition to containing articles and information on railroad operations 
(both prototype and model), contains listings of operating layouts, 
sessions, and events that members are invited to attend. 
 
 

Click here for the OpSig website:  https://www.opsig.org/ 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

OpSig also hosts a Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG 
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Morrison-Knudson 5000C 
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In the early 1990s MK Rail, a long time locomotive remanufacturer, announced its plan to compete directly with EMD 
and GE Transportation by beginning its own high-horsepower locomotive program, starting with a 5,000 hp, DC drive 
locomotive and continuing with 5,500 hp and 6,000 hp AC drive locomotives in later years. 
 
The MK5000C is a 5,000 hp North American diesel-electric locomotive developed by MK Rail. At the time of its 
introduction in 1994, the MK5000C was the most powerful single prime mover diesel-electric locomotive ever made, a 
title it would hold for only for one year until GE Transportation released its competing 6,000 hp (4.5 MW) AC6000CW 
model in 1995. 
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The MK5000C was powered by the 5000 hp Caterpillar V12 3612 
diesel engine. This diesel engine remains one of the largest engine 
blocks used in rail service in North America.  The 3612 has dual 
turbochargers that are liquid aftercooled.  
 
Like most modern locomotives the MK5000C was microprocessor 
controlled, using an in-house designed system called the MK-LOC. 
This system monitored the performance of all aspects of the 
locomotive and controlled the power output as well as the traction 
control/adhesion of the locomotive. The MK5000C also had electro-
pneumatic braking, provided by the EPIC 3102 air brake system which 
can be found on locomotives of other builders. 
 

History 
Six were built, three in August 1994 for demonstration on the Southern Pacific numbered 501 to 503, and 
another three in August 1995 for demonstration on the Union Pacific numbered 9901 to 9903.   Due to 
termination of the MK Rail high horsepower program, neither railroad purchased the model, and the units were 
returned after one year of demonstrations. Production was stopped after the sale of MK Rail to Wabtec in 1996, 
and three more partially built units sat in storage until 2001, when their frames were scrapped by MK Rail 
successor Motive Power. One of the MK5000C cabs was used on Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern Railroad 5000, 
a former ATSF SD45B rebuilt into a SD50M-3. This unit is still in service as MPEX 5000 and can be found in 
lease service on various railroads in North America. The other six were leased briefly to BC Rail.  

In 2001 the Utah Railway tested and later acquired all six from Wabtec, the owner of Motive Power. However, 
after one year of operation, all units were out of service due to problems with the main bearings on the 
Caterpillar 3612 diesel engine and Kato main alternator. The units were returned to Wabtec and had the 
Caterpillar 3612 and Kato main alternator removed and replaced with an EMD AR11 main alternator. At the 
same time, the engine blocks were replaced by EMD 3500 Horsepower 16-645F3B diesel engines from five 
retired Union Pacific EMD SD50 and one retired Union Pacific EMD GP50 locomotives. The six were 
reclassed with the designation MK50-3 and put back in service with the Utah Railway.  

In March 2017, four units were prepared to be shipped to the Kyle Railroad, a few months after Utah Railway's 
coal train contracts expired. A BNSF train picked up the four units and left with them on March 14, 2017. A 
fifth unit  left the Utah Railway in late March/April, and the final unit departed on April 6, 2017.  
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Show Schedule 

 
 

Click here for the SCMT website:  https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 
 

For the SCMT Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/magazine/customer-login/ 
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Click here for the Mid-Continent Region website:  http://mcor-nmra.org/ 
 

 
 

 
 
Click here for the Mid-Continent Region Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077/ 
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The primary objective of the group is to showcase models of the SLSF-Frisco like Layouts, locomotives, 
Freight cars, equipment and structures in model form. Projects are welcome too along with how-to posts! 
Early years of the BN takeover are welcome as well. 

 
 

Click here to view or join the SLSF / Frisco Modelers Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/238360483614944 
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     The Purchasing 
Department of the WKR 
decided to splurge on 
the latest Micro-Trains 
weathered cars, in this 
case a four-pack of 
Union Pacific grain 
hoppers. 
 
     Since on the WKR 
the MoPac absorbed the 
UP in 1982, some old 
UP rolling stock will 
look right at home. 
 
     Instead of ordering 
the collectors individual 
plastic cases, we opted 
for the foam pack as we 
are operators, not 
collectors and it was a 
little bit cheaper. 
 
     The weathering is 
unique to each car with 
different levels of rust. 
 
     The only issue we 
had with the weathering 
is when somebody else 
does the job, they model 
what they see according 
to where they are.  In 
this case, they used a 
“Dark Earth” color but 
in Western Kansas, the 
soil is more clay and so 
is almost a light tan 
color.   
 
     The main point in 
buying these cars is to 
use them as “models” where we can use the same or similar techniques but substitute the light tan colors found in Western 
Kansas as we have a whole fleet of older grain hoppers from several different roads, and they need a good trip to the 
Weathering Department.             Next month we will feature bulkhead flat cars. 
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     (Both)  A couple of views of the 
weathering on the underside and top of 
the cars. 
 
     (Below)  To bring the new cars up to 
WKR standards, the trucks were 
removed, wheel sets replaced with ESM 
metal wheel sets, and rust color added to 
the side frames and couplers. 
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Welcome to the Union Pacific Historical Society! The UPHS is an independent, non- profit organization 
dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of the Union Pacific Railroad. As of the beginning of 2016, the 
Society has about 1,900 members. Historians, railfans, employees, and modelers have found the UPHS to be a 
matchless source of accurate and in-depth material concerning historical operations, traffic, motive power, 
rolling stock and facilities of the Union Pacific and predecessor companies. Railroad employees, managers, and 
retirees are welcome. 

 

The UPHS publishes The Streamliner, a professionally produced and beautifully illustrated 
quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historians and other experts on all aspects of 
Union Pacific Railroad operations, traffic, management, equipment, and facilities. 

In addition to our journal, the UPHS publishes books relating Union Pacific’s rich history of 
traffic, operations, motive power, and rolling stock. Our most recent book is Jeff Asay’s 
Union Pacific Northwest, tracing the history of UP in Oregon, Washington, and Northern 
Idaho. We also have published a history of the early streamliner era 1934-1941 as well as a 
comprehensive series of prototype photo books of UP steam power. 

 
 

For the UPHS website, click here:  https://uphs.org/ 
 

For the Facebook page of the UPHS, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069786331658 
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For the National Model Railroad Association website, click this link: 
https://www.nmra.org/ 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The National Model Railroad Association has a Community Group Facebook page: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/46322574676 
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     Click this link to start reading today: 
 
       https://www.nscalemagazine.com/ 
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The mission of the Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society is to preserve and disseminate historical 
information about the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad for the benefit of our members and to others by 
locating, gathering, preserving, interpreting tangible items relating to the D&RGW and distributing information, 
documents, publications thus promoting fellowship and education among persons with interests in the railroad. 

2023 RGM&HS Convention   %���������
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Our convention has a great line-up of 10 programs that will include color photography and explanations of Rio 
Grande Standard and Narrow gauge operations.   The programs  will cover both freight and passenger 
operations on the D&RGW system. Click on the Learn More button below for the full list of programs and 
other convention events being planned. Please check back here on for more updates as we get closer to the 
event. 

Our convention fee is $95. We also have a special convention rate for rooms (standard king or two queen 
bedrooms) at the DoubleTree for just $119 a night. 

�

For the RGM&HS website, click this link:  https://rgmhs.org/ 
�
�
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20th – 26th  Texas Express 2023 NMRA National Convention    Dallas/Fort Worth, TX 
Sun – Sat https://2023texasexpress.com/ 
 
 

27th – 30th  Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society Convention 2023       Denver, CO. 
Sun – Wed  https://rgmhs.org/ 
 
 

30th – Sept 2nd   43rd Annual National Narrow Gauge Convention                     Denver, CO. 
Wed – Sat  https://www.43nngcdenver.com/ 
 
 
 

��������	������
 

30th  TECO (Train Expo Colorado) Swap Meet                Colorado Springs, CO.  
Sat  https://tecoshow.org/ 
 
 

30th – Oct 1 Topeka Model Railroaders Show       Topeka, KS. 
Sat – Sun https://nvrra.dreamhosters.com/ 
 
 
 

�
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14th  Central Missouri Chapter TCA Ozark Division Swap Meet       Columbia, MO. 
Sat.  Columbia Senior Activity Center 
 
 

28th – 29th  Wichita toy Train Club Train Show                         Wichita, KS. 
Sat – Sun  http://www.wichitatoytrainmuseum.org/ 
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Next month:  In the WKR update, a look at the new Micro-Trains weathered bulkhead flat cars join the fleet. 
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