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On The Cover:   
 The Western Kansas Rails (WKR) N-scale layout acquired six, new, Intermountain grain hopper cars.   The Car 
Department made modifications to get them ready for WKR service…details inside. 
 
In This Issue:   The real Deal……Page 10 
     WKR Layout Update……Page 23 
      Date Book……Page 35 
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Click here for the Society website:  sfrhms.org/ 
 

For the Society Facebook page, click this link:  facebook.com/groups/SFRHMS 
 
 

Membership Benefits 
Regular members receive the Society’s quarterly magazine, The Warbonnet, the quarterly newsletter, 

Running Extra, and receive a 20% discount on most Society publications and offerings.  They also receive 
access to the Members’ Only area of the website, which contains hundreds of documents about the Santa Fe. 
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          In this issue… 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Click this link to start reading today:  whiteriverproductions.com/pages/magazines 
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Other member services available through the OpSIG.org members-only section of the website include a 
membership directory, event calendar, and a railroad directory to help promote your railroad and your operating 
sessions.  
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Click this link for the MCoR website:  http://mcor-nmra.org/ 
 
If you reside in Nebraska, Southern Iowa, 

Kansas, Missouri, Southern Illinois, Oklahoma, or 
Arkansas, then you should be a member of the 
National Model Railroad Association and thus a 
member of the Mid-Continent Region. 

 
 

 Click here for the MCoR Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/ 
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Midwest Model 
Railroad  

     In 2011 Midwest Model Railroad 
started with the idea of making this 
hobby more accessible to 
everyone.  Since day one we have 
striven to keep our operating costs to 
a bare minimum and pass on those 
savings to you, the hobby's best 
customers.   
      
    As of 2022 we are succeeding in 
offering some of the best prices 
anywhere in the hobby. 
Some great side effects of this goal 
have been the creation of real-time 
inventory on our website and a 
turnaround time of just one day 
between purchase and shipping.   
 
     In fall 2020 we moved to a new 
9,000sqft location in Independence 
Missouri that serves as both our retail 
location and our shipping facility. 
Then in summer 2021 we expanded 
even more acquiring an additional 
6,000sqft, bringing our total to 
15,000sqft of model railroad product, 
slot cars, board games, and more.  
 
    Our central location near Kansas 
City, MO means orders can get to 
any corner of the United States, 
usually arriving within just a few 
days. 
 

 

Click here for the Midwest Model Railroad website:  midwestmodelrr.com/ 
 

For the MMR Facebook page, click this link:  www.facebook.com/MidwestmodelRailroad 
 

(Page 7) 



 
 
         DIGITAL EDITION NOW AVAILABLE 
 

        30 Years of N-Scale Magazine  
              Now Available on CD. 

 
 
 
 
 

Click this link to start reading today:  www.nscalemagazine.com/ 
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                        Click this link for the latest operations video on the WKR: 
                                                   youtube.com/watch 
 
 
 
 

Click this link to the Robert Simmons / Western Kansas Division 
YouTube page:  www.youtube.com/channel/ 
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 On November 10th, in the BNSF Dodge 
City yard, I found five cars on the RIP track. 
 
 
 (Below)  Looking South, the RIP track 
has five units in need of immediate repairs.  
Just peeking out behind the car on the far left, 
the work truck with lift crane is picking up a 
new wheel set while the right side of the car is 
on jacks. 
 

 
 
 (Below)  Having motored around the yard and now looking North, you get a better view of the activity. The 
GATX tank car is on jack stands on one end for wheel set replacement. 
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(This page)  two more shots of the RIP track. 
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 On Thursday November 10th a pair of BNSF locos were sunbathing in the Dodge City yard.  (Above) The view 
looking towards the Southeast and (Below) the view looking towards the North. 

 The BNSF 8032 and 7155 are GE ES44C4’s.  
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+�	�	�������5../���������������	�	������������ ������������  �as of 2015, the ES44C4 is now classified as an 
"ET44C4" ("T" for "Tier" or "ET" for "Evolution Technology") and is built to follow US EPA Tier 4 
regulations. BNSF #3916 was the first ever Tier 4 production GEVO unit built, and more are expected to be 
delivered by mid-2016.   

It is essentially a four-motor version of the C-C ES44AC.  
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       2023  
International    
  Convention 
 
 
 

 
Howdy! As everyone knows, everything is 

bigger in Texas, and the 2023 Texas Express is 
going to prove it! There is so much planned for 
this convention that takes full advantage of all 
the great railroading and attractions of the 

Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. The convention is super conveniently located smack-dab in the 
middle of DFW in historic Grapevine directly adjacent to DFW Airport, so getting to and from 
the convention is the easiest it could be. Once you arrive at the fine Gaylord Texas Resort and 
Convention Center, the convention and train show are right there, and the many tours, trips, and 
activities will keep you as busy as you please with convenient scheduling and great 
transportation services.  
 

All your favorite events will be there 
including SIG activities, layout tours, 
operating sessions, contest and layout 
displays, tons of clinics, a banquet, and lots 
of general interest tours and activities. 
Special to this convention are keynote 
speaker Spencer Christian from Tracks 
Ahead, BNSF HQ and Intermodal Yard 
tours, a UP Dallas International Terminal 
tour, a trip to the Texas State Railroad, the Grapevine Vintage Railroad, the Museum of the 
American Railroad, the multi-day National Train Show, a Fort Worth & Western Railroad back 
shop tour, local historic stations, private railcars, and so much more! 
 
 

So, get all of the info and register early to reserve your spot at the 
biggest NMRA celebration of model and prototype railroading of the year 
at   2023TexasExpress.com. 
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The purpose of NRail is to promote N Scale model railroading in all forms, all 
standards wherever N Scale is present.  NRail has been the voice of N Scale model 
railroading for over 45 years.  Starting as NTRAK, it created the first national 
modular standard, provided the vehicle for N Scale to grow to the second most 
popular scale in North America, was the birthplace of T-TRAK and today is the 
home of N Scale model railroading.  We welcome all N scalers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here for the N-Rail website:  nrail.org/ 
 

For the N-Rail Facebook page, click here:  www.facebook.com/NRail.org 
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Missouri Pacific Historical Society  
�Our mission is to preserve and promote the heritage  of the Missouri Pacific 

Railroad and its affiliates. This includes the Texa s & Pacific, Chicago & Eastern 
Illinois, Kansas Oklahoma & Gulf, Alton & Southern and many other roads that 
were part of the MP family. �

Please consider becoming a member and help us keep this history alive.   

 

For the MPHS website, click here:  www.mopac.org/ 
 

The Facebook page of the MPHS is here:  www.facebook.com/groups/ 
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Trackside Model Railroading is a publisher for model train enthusiasts who 
want to enjoy layout tours in depth. The digital magazine is advertisement-free and 
covers two layouts each month. We feature layouts of all the fine scales with lots of 
full-page photos, articles about the railroads, and short videos.  
         Our DVD and Blu-ray movies feature much more video of the layouts and 
often include interviews, operations, and creative backstories and railroad history. 
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Click here to start reading or watching today:  www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/ 
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Jacksonville Terminal Company, LLC 

 
Trainfest 2022 - N Scale Sneak Peek! 
We don't normally show the very first 
molding samples, however, these are too 
neat. Tooling is nearly complete on some 
revisions. There are many parts to 
assemble into different versions and 
details.  
Much more later with an official 
announcement. - JTC-Steve 
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The Union Pacific Historical Society 
Founded in 1984, UPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the 

history of the Union Pacific Railroad. As of the beginning of 2016, the Society has about 1,900 members. Historians, 
railfans, employees, and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and in-depth material 
concerning historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union Pacific and predecessor 
companies. Railroad employees, managers, and retirees are welcome. 

 
Publications: 
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In addition to our journal, the UPHS publishes books relating Union Pacific’s rich 
history of traffic, operations, motive power, and rolling stock. Our most recent book is Jeff 
Asay’s Union Pacific Northwest, tracing the history of UP in Oregon, Washington, and 
Northern Idaho.  

Join Today!   · �������������������� �#����	��������	���<�+������	"��	
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Click here for the UPHS website:  uphs.org/ 
For the UPHS Facebook page, click here:  www.facebook.com/groups 
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Click here to start reading today:  model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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 In early November, the Purchasing Department of the WKR took delivery of six, new, MoPac grain hoppers from 
Intermountain.  They are very nice cars in all respects, so the Car Department was able to get them ready for revenue 
service on the WKR with truck upgrades. 
 

  (Left)  The first step was to remove all the Intermountain trucks.   
 
 
  (Below)  Next, Micro-Trains replacement trucks were located, 
and the plastic wheel sets also removed. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
      (left)  The staff of the 
Car Department use wood 
skewers inserted into the 
bolster holes to hold the 
trucks firmly while painting 
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      (Right)  The WKR Car 
Department has standardized on 
the use of Micro-Trains trucks 
loaded with ESM (Eastern 
Seaboard Models) metal wheels. 
 
      We use a mix of 33-inch and 
36-inch diameter wheels 
depending on the car type. 
 
      The combination of the ESM 
wheels and Micro-Trains trucks 
result in cars that rarely derail and 
are much more free rolling, less 
rolling resistance means longer 
trains.  The Micro-Trains coupler 
standard means far less uncoupling 
making operating sessions far 
more enjoyable. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      (Left)  The Car Department staff use an 
assembly line type of procedure to perform the 
modifications.  The first step is to trim the coupler 
pins to eliminate the curve, this means easier 
uncoupling by hand since the WKR does not use 
magnets for uncoupling. 
 
      The second step is to add the “rear” wheel set so 
when the side frames are painted the truck can sit on 
the wheels not the wet paint. 
 
      The third step on the line is to mount all the 
trucks on the skewers with the coupler box outward 
for painting. 
 
      The next stop on the line is painting the coupler 
box with the appropriate body color.  In this photo, 
the coupler box has received it is first coat of light 
grey. With light colors it requires two or more coats 
to cover the black or brown plastic color. 
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 (Right)  This truck has received the second coat of body color and 
has also moved down the line to the next step, painting all the coupler trip 
pins black to simulate air hoses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (Below)  To keep all parts together with the car, the car body is 
placed on the far left of the cutting mat, next come the bolster pins, 
followed by both trucks.  These trucks have also completed the next step 
of having the truck side frames and couplers painted with Model Masters 
“Rust” color and are now ready for the final steps. 
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      (Left)  This truck has completed all steps on the 
line; the coupler box is now body color, the truck 
side frames and coupler are rust color, the air hose 
is painted black, and finally, the metal wheel sets 
have been painted on the outside, the inside, and the 
axles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      (Below)  A close view of the completed truck 
assembly installed on the car. 
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When your Wife says you don’t 
need any more trains… 
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 Welcome to Spring 
Creek Model Trains 
      Whether you are one of our 
“show” regulars or a first-time 
visitor, we gladly invite you to 
come on in and browse around.  

      You can follow us on 
Facebook by joining our page. 
We use Facebook and our 
newsletter to let you know when 
we have new announcements on 
the web site and any changes in 
our show schedule.   

Our newsletter is also used to send new product 
announcements and arrivals. 

 
Click her for the SCMT website:  www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 
 
For the SCMT Facebook page, click here:  www.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains 
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The NMRA is many things to many people. 
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Would you like to test drive the NMRA? 

Now's your chance! With a Rail Pass membership, you will have access to one of the world's largest railroad 
libraries, get reduced rates on special layout or collection insurance, receive nine digital issues of the NMRA 
Magazine, and much more. 

Click here for the NMRA website:  www.nmra.org/ 
 

For the NMRA Facebook page, click here:  www.facebook.com/groups 
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Join the Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad 

New Membership 

·  Membership in the Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad is for one full year. 
·  Multiple year memberships are permitted and even encouraged! 
·  Regular members get four copies of The BN Expediter and can buy our annual BN calendar for $2 off 

the regular price. 
·  Sustaining members get four copies of The BN Expediter, are acknowledged by name in every issue of 

The BN Expediter and get our annual BN calendar free (if joined by December 31st – after the 31st we 
will send one as long as our supply lasts). 

·  Youth members (16 years old and under) get four copies of The BN Expediter and can buy our annual 
BN calendar for $2 off the regular price. 

Click here for the FOBNR website:  fobnr.org/ 
 

For the FOBNR Facebook page, click here:  www.facebook.com/fobnr 
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In McPherson, Kansas 
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The Best Train Show in Wichita, KS 

 
Who: The Chisholm Trail Division, NMRA 

 
                                        What:  Model Train Show 
 
                                       When:  Saturday February 4th 9:00AM to 5:00PM  
                                                    Sunday February 5th 11:00AM to 4:00PM 
 
                                      Where:  Cessna Activity Center  
                                                    2744 George Washington Blvd., Wichita, KS. 
 
                                         Why: Fun! 
�
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3rd & 4th  Great Train Show           Overland Park, MO. 
Sat & Sun  Overland Park Convention Center   trainshow.com 
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14th & 15th  Model Train Convention & Train Show                McPherson, KS. 
Sat & Sun  McPherson Community Building 
 
14th   Mid-Continent Region Board of Directors Meeting             Kansas City, MO. 
Saturday 
 
 

�������
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4th & 5th  Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet          Wichita, KS. 
Sat & Sun  https://www.nmra.org/events/ 
 
4th & 5th  Train Expo Colorado (TECO) Train Show      Colorado Springs, CO. 
Sat & Sun  tecoshow.org/ 
 
 

�����������
11th & 12th  Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show               Garden City, KS. 
Sat & Sun Finney Co. Exhibition Building 
 
 

��� �������
1st & 2nd  Rocky Mountain Train Show                                   Denver, CO. 
Sat & Sun  rockymountaintrainshow.com/ 
 
15th & 16th  29th Annual Train Show                             North Platte, NE. 
Sat & Sun D & N Event Center 
 
22nd & 23rd  Spring Creek Model Trains FreeMo Event Center                   Deshler, NE. 
Sat & Sun  Thayer County Event Center - springcreekmodeltrains.com/show-schedule/ 
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Click here for the Facebook page of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA: 
www.facebook.com/ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

For the Western Kansas Division MeWe page, click here: 
mewe.com/p/westernkansasdivisionnmra 
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Click here for the N Scale Supply website: 
www.nscalesupply.com 
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Click here to start reading today:  nscalerailroadingmagazine.com 
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                                           Join us today! 
Click here for the RGMHS website:  rgmhs.org/ 

For the RGMHS Facebook page, click this link:  www.facebook.com/groups/rgmhs 
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On the Back Cover:  Jerry Bruce of McPherson, KS and Hector Coss of Lewis, KS. Are relaxing a bit after a train show… 
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