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Editor’s Musings 
 So far, 2022 has not been kind to Kathy and me but I hold out hope it can only get better.  For a number of 

reasons, it appears that the WKR layout and I will miss out on most of the Spring’s increasingly busy train show season, 

at lease it appears as of now the Covid issue is winding down.  As they say in the auto racing world, “There’s always next 

season/year.” 

 

 While I will miss visiting with people at the shows, I can use the time to finish the concrete plant and continue to 

make repairs and upgrades to the Western Kansas Rails layout.  I can also use the time to do research on the Missouri 

Pacific and envision the portion I wish to model on a new home layout. 

 

 There are several options, Jim Senese of Tulsa modeled a portion of Kansas City that featured a lot of switching, I 

could model the entire MoPac line through Kansas, I could also do a fictionalized version of the MoPac as I did on my last 

home layout.  Just as a reminder of the layout, the Op Session Primer I filmed on the MoPac layout has over 5.7-

thousand views, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6S86PxMwd3Y. on YouTube. 

 

 Who knows what the future holds…I hope it only gets better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society is an independent non-profit corporation devoted to 

preserving, studying, and sharing information about the former Santa Fe Railway, from its rich history and fascinating 

operations to its distinctive equipment and facilities. 

 The Society offers exceptional publications on the history and modeling of the Santa Fe. From its flagship 

quarterly magazine, The Warbonnet, to its comprehensive books on history, motive power, rolling stock and modeling, 

the Society is the definitive and authoritative source on all things Santa Fe. 

 

Check them out today:  https://sfrhms.org/ 
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 If you ‘re a member of the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA, feel free to post on the Facebook page; train shows, 

your layout, your latest project, meetings, anything related to model railroading in our Region… 

 

 

Check it out:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 
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Click on the link:    https://midwestmodelrr.com/ 
(Page 7) 



Real Deal 

 

 Jerry Bruce of McPherson, Kansas has a sales route through the Northern part of Kansas and is able to catch 

quite a bit of train traffic.  (Above) KYLE 3098 is a EMD SD45T-2 that began life as Southern Pacific 9245 in May of 1972. 

 

 (Right)  KYLE 5005 is a 5000-HP MK Rail designated MK50-3 and powered by a Caterpillar V12 diesel engine. 

 

 

 

 Thanks for the photos, Jerry! 
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Real Deal 
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Real Deal 

 During the first week of January, on two separate days, I caught shipments of Boeing 737-MAX 8 fuselages.  The 

first day there were two, and on the second day there were three.  The fuselages are constructed at the Boeing plant in 

Wichita, Kansas, then shipped via BNSF to Seattle, Washington for final assembly. 
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Real Deal 
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Real Deal 

 (Above)  BNSF 3122 was shoving cars around the Dodge City yard.  The BNSF 3122 started life in July of 1985 as 

Burlington Northern 3122 and is an EMD GP50. 

 

 (Below)  Looking at a fuselage facing South (into the Sun). 
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 Our mission is to preserve 

and promote the heritage of 

the Missouri Pacific Railroad 

and its affiliates. This includes 

the Texas & Pacific, Chicago & 

Eastern Illinois, Kansas Oklahoma & Gulf, Alton & Southern and many other 

roads that were part of the MP family. 

New Member Incentive 

In addition to four issues of "The Eagle" magazine, a yearly calendar (delivered 
in the fall for following year), discounts at the Company Store, and full access to 

Archives Image Gallery on our website; new members will also receive a 
welcome packet that includes 12 assorted (our choice) back issues of "The 

Eagle" magazine. 

Click the link:  http://www.mopac.org/ 
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 From March 18th-20th the Indian Nations Division of the NMRA is hosting the Layout, Design, 

Operation (LDOP) weekend.   Three days of operations on 16 different layouts on Friday and Saturday Evening 

and Sunday Morning.  

 Registration and sign in from 7:30 to 8:00 am at the Akdar Shrine Center 2808 S Sheridan Road, Tulsa, 

OK 74129.  Guest speakers on Saturday from 8:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 For additional information visit www.tulsanmra.org for upcoming registration, hotel, clinic, and layout 

operating information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 You can find anything about the Mid-

Continent Region such as Division information   

by clicking on the link:   

http://www.mcor-nmra.org/ 
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           Check the Western Kansas 

Division Facebook page to follow 

the activities of the Division, plus 

modeling tips, train show info and a 

lot more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just click on the link and bookmark: 

https://www.facebook.com/Western-Kansas-Division-592835177514577 
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Check them out today:  https://www.nscalesupply.com/ 
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About N Scale Modular Railroading 

 The building of a module is not difficult. Building a module has the distinct advantage of 
"forcing" the builder to do all the phases of layout building, without having to do so much of 
one phase that they get "fed up" with it, as can happen when building a large home layout. So 
often the scenery doesn't get built or the track work is never made to work right, or some other 
building phase is neglected. Getting a module ready for a scheduled meet will do wonders for a 
builder’s speed and concentration! Another advantage is that the module can be turned on its 
side or upside down, making working on it much easier, providing better lighting, and making it 
possible to avoid hot solder drips. The module can be brought to another part of the house 
where the rest of the family is or taken outside when a smelly job needs doing. The small 
footprint also allows for experimentation with scenery techniques. 

 Detailed information about NTRAK and T-TRAK modules as well as publications of 
interest to N scaler is available throughout this website and for download and at the Store.   

 

 

Become a member - join us now! 

Membership in NRail includes: 

 a year of the Newsletter (6 issues) 

 support of the National T-TRAK Layout 

 support of NTRAK layouts at major train shows 

 access to the Members Only section of NRail.org 

 discount on merchandise in the NRail store 

 

 

Click the link for more info:  https://nrail.org/ 
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      The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) is to 

discuss, develop and disseminate ways of operating model railroads to realistically 

emulate practices of the prototype. This includes sharing information on various 

methods of generating, moving and controlling traffic to heighten the feeling that 

our models are an active and integral part of the national rail transportation 

network, serving shippers and consignees throughout the nation. We also discuss 

and communicate information about the methods and procedures used by the real 

railroads and ways of most practically and realistically adapting them to the model 

world. So, if you like to operate the railroad you've created, this is a place to learn 

more and find others with similar interests. 

 We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which in addition 
to containing articles and information on railroad operations (both prototype and 
model), contains listings of operating layouts, sessions, and events that members are 
invited to attend. Back issues are available. In addition, the OPSIG web site serves as 
a clearinghouse for publicizing regional operating events and meetings, where 
layouts are open for guest operations. We also have a Facebook page and send out 
the Second Section email newsletter on a regular basis.  

 We are an official special interest group recognized by the National Model 

Railroad Association. While NMRA membership is encouraged, it is not required to 
join the Operations SIG.  

As part of your yearly membership, you'll receive four quarterly issues of The Dispatcher's Office, our 
operations-focused publication. The Dispatcher's Office is available as either a digital download or a mailed 
printed copy. As a print subscriber, you'll also get access to the digital copy. In addition, all members have 
complete access to 30+ years of our digital back catalog at no additional charge as long as they remain members 

of the OpSIG.                        

Click the link:  https://www.opsig.org/ 
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End of the Line 
 

 I recently received an e-mail from Harry Moos of Hays, Kansas. 

 

 “I'm afraid I've come to the end of my model railroading days.  Since my wife died, I just don't seem to 

have the interest or energy for it.  When I tried to build a new kit before Christmas, my hands shake too much, 

and I ruined it.  Even with magnification, my eyesight is no longer up to it either.   

 

 Therefore, if any club or individual would be interested in purchasing the whole setup, I would like to 

sell it so my daughter will not have to deal with it when she settles my estate.  I have over $4,000+ of rolling 

stock, engines,  nickel track & switches, bridges and structures -- nearly all Union Pacific.  I would entertain 

offers for the entire inventory including some unbuilt kits and scenery materials.  They would have to come 

here and disassemble the unit.  Benchwork included if they want it.  I have pictures and a Microsoft database 

of inventory as well for anyone interested.  I'll include a picture of the track plan that will give an idea of the 

layout.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This would be a 

great starter layout for a 

young family.  You can e-

mail me, and I will pass the 

information on to Harry.  

Trainman55@hotmail.com   
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End of the Line 

(Both) Pictures I took of Harry’s layout… 
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 The Western Kansas Division has a YouTube page hosted by Robert Simmons.  Videos include modeling tips, 

layout tours, operations, and more.  Click on the link:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAYts-

734jw?view_as=subscriber    
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      The Friends of the Burlington Northern 

Railroad (FOBNR) historical society was 

incorporated in the state of Idaho on January 3, 

1993. It was chartered to gather, preserve, and 

share information about the history and the current 

operations of the Burlington Northern Railroad (see our mission statement below). The group began with about 

140 members absorbed from the Burlington Northern Historical Society; an un-incorporated interim 

organization interested in studying the history of the Burlington Northern Railroad. In 1996, following the 

merger between Burlington Northern and Santa Fe, the group voted to follow the Burlington Northern from 

1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the present. Then in 2018 we added coverage of the Montana Rail 

Link. 

The Group’s quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of the 
organization that shares news about the group’s activities, BN historical data, 
and current operations of the railroad. It is a 24-page all-color publication and 
will grow even larger as the society grows and more members contribute more 
information. 

We are over 200 members, from all over the United States and several foreign 
countries. As with any organization, its true success is measured by its 
continued, sustained membership. And, to continue its endeavors, the Friends of 
the Burlington Northern Railroad need member participation and support. 
Membership dues run per calendar year (January through December). Please 
consider joining or renewing your membership in the Friends of the Burlington 
Northern Railroad. 

Click the link:  https://fobnr.org/ 
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You can check out the Western Kansas Division MeWe page, just Click the link:  

https://mewe.com/p/westernkansasdivisionnmra 
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Something New 
 

 

 There is a new social media page, called Retalk, and the Western Kansas Division is 

there under the heading of Model Railroading. 
 

Click the link:  https://retalk.com/c/model-railroading 
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 the Union Pacific Historical Society, founded in 1984, is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to 

preserving and sharing the history of the Union Pacific Railroad. As of the beginning of 2016, the Society has about 1,900 

members. Historians, railfans, employees, and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and 

in-depth material concerning historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union Pacific 

and predecessor companies. Railroad employees, managers, and retirees are welcome. 

 

 Autumn issue of The Streamliner available now! – In this issue Rob Leachman 

details Union Pacific’s run-through operations with the Iowa lines and explains how 

these strategic partnerships eventually led to UP becoming Iowa’s largest railroad. Jeff 

Asay provides a brief overview of UP’s Los Angeles poultry dock and the unique cars 

used for shipping live chickens. Jim Griffiths concludes the issue with a personal account 

of a day of photography on the OSL with his father, Hank Griffiths. This issue is 

available now in the company store! 
 

Click on the link:  http://uphs.org/ 
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McPherson Train Show 2022 

 On January 8th & 9th, McPherson Kansas hosted a new model train show.  The co-sponsors were the McPherson 

County Maker Space and the Convention Visitors Bureau of McPherson.  The local train club hosted a show for years in 

the past, now this new group is beginning again.  The word is it was a good show that was well attended, and they are 

planning on doing it again next year.  I was not able to attend, but perhaps next year.  I would like to thank Spring Creek 

Model Trains for the photos. 
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McPherson Train Show 2022 
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McPherson Train Show 2022 
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McPherson Train Show 2022 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                    Click the link:  https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
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Check out the new 

MRH Forum! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the link:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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Building a helix with 

plywood laminate 

roadbed 



 

Click on the link for the NMRA website:  https://www.nmra.org/ 
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 The mission of the Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society is to preserve and 

disseminate historical information about the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad for the 

benefit of our members and to others by locating, gathering, preserving, interpreting tangible 

items relating to the D&RGW and distributing information, documents, publications thus 

promoting fellowship and education among persons with interests in the railroad. 
 

 All memberships in the Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society 

include a one-year (4 issue) subscription to The Prospector, the official 

magazine of the Society, as well as a subscription to the Society's 

newsletter, the Green Light.  Your subscription to The Prospector will 

begin with the issue that is "current" at the time you join.   Your 

subscription to the Green Light begins with the issue that is current at 

the time of your enrollment and will run for 8 issues. 
 

Click the link:  https://www.rgmhs.org/index.html 
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Whether you are one of our “show” regulars or a first-time visitor, we gladly invite you to come on in and browse 

around. You can follow us on Facebook by joining our page. We use Facebook and our newsletter to let you know when 

we have new announcements on the web site and any changes in our show schedule.  Our newsletter is also used to 

send new product announcements and arrivals.             Website:  https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 

 

                                                                                 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains 
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Wow.... 

 

 4 days crawling thru the wiring on my layout...and finally found the 

short...and a pair of unconnected wires just hanging loose behind the 

control panel that I had forgotten about.  

 Apparently I never got around to connecting them. They were the 

turnout power supply on the Eastern Division of my railroad. I guess that 

explains why the KATO switch controllers never worked as planned. I had 

wired around it with a "good enough for now" arrangement.  

 

All fixed now. 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update    
 

      Last month the scenery crew of the 

WKR N-scale layout began the process 

of constructing the main structure of 

the concrete plant.   

      (Left)  We began with the series of 

photographs we took at the plant, and 

the nice part of this build is the ribs on 

the metal siding are 1-foot apart 

which helps immensely in measuring 

the dimensions from photos. 

 

 

      So far, we have been able to draw two of the 

four scale drawings, the North and East side views. 

      It helps drawing all four sides, as when we 

compared these two, we discovered we miss-

measured the height on the first drawing, so it was 

changed to match.  The other two sides will be 

drawn soon. 

      We also ordered and received the shipment of 

Evergreen sheet styrene with the proper rib 

spacing, so once the drawings are complete, the 

actual construction may begin. 

 

 

 

 

 

     (Right)  While lurking on the N 

Scale Supply website we discovered 

in the pre-owned section three 

Intermountain, BNSF, quad bay 

hoppers.  When the package arrived, 

we discovered that most of the 

internal weights had broken loose.  

The Car Department quickly glued 

them back in, but felt the cars were 

underweight for WKR standards.  We 

took the opportunity to add some 

round fishing weights, then secured 

all the weights with Tacky Glue. 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update    
 

       To bring the cars up to WKR standards, the wheel sets were replaced with 

ESM metal wheel sets which were also painted “Rust” color along with the 

couplers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Above) the Intermountain cars ready for WKR service.        

                                                                                                         (Below) A new set of Micro-Trains cars similarly modified. 
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Hello everyone!  

Registration for RockyOp 2022 is now open. Note that this year’s RockyOp will be hosted by 
the northern Colorado layouts. We have selected the dates of April 29-May 1 (Friday through 
Sunday), so reserve those dates on your calendar. We expect that those who participate will find 
some favorite layouts returning, some new layouts, some that have been on hiatus for a few 
years, and some that have been rebuilt. This is not your 2019 RockyOp! But every layout on it 
should be enjoyable to operate. We are working on reserving a block of hotel rooms close to the 
center of activity. More details will be coming. 

NOTE: RockyOp 2022 is not a sure thing as Covid-19 is still a problem, and the event could be 

cancelled, depending upon what happens with getting the spread under control. The current 

agreement is that layout owners will decide individually what precautions (if any) will be 

required to operate. In general, the layouts are broken into two categories: those that require 

vaccinations with masks optional or required, depending on owner; and layouts with no COVID 

restrictions. Please consider this in making your layout selections. That information will be 

provided on each the layout descriptions web pages to assist you in deciding which layouts to 

operate on. 

 

One registration form PER PERSON. If there are 2 of you coming together, you still need to fill 

out 2 forms! Note that this year we will not be using EventTools owing to the complexities of 

accommodating the COVID restrictions and preferences. Layout assignments will be made on 

first-come-first-served basis, with priority going to out-of-state attendees. Please keep in mind 

that with the various layout COVID restrictions, changing COVID mandates and individual 

registrations, and assuming the event is still hosted, participants may not get the layouts they 

requested. We will do our best to accommodate everyone’s desires, but no guarantees! 

Registration closes April 2, 2022. Should the event be canceled, we will make every effort to 

let registrants know as soon as possible 
 

Click the link for the website: 

http://www.covenantfamilyministriessl.org/RockyOp/index.html 
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The Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet 

Is coming to the Cessna Activity Center 
at 2744 George Washington Boulevard on: 

Saturday, February 5, 2022, from 9am-5pm 
Sunday, February 6, 2022, from 11am-4pm 

Sponsored in part by the Chisholm Trail Division, NMRA 

 

• Operating Model Railroad Layouts 
• Model Train Contests 

• Model Railroad Clinics 
• Over 100 Dealer Tables 

• And much more… 

 

DOOR PRIZES AWARDED 

EVERY HOUR! 

Admission $8 Both Days 
Kids 10 & Under Free with Paid Adult. Militarily,Fire,First Responders. law Enforcement with ID admission is 
$1.00 

 

 

Call: Phil @ 316-259-5190 
or 

Email: aylward1@cox.net 
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We're Back! 
Welcome! We are pleased and excited to announce to you the upcoming LAYOUT DESIGN 

AND OPERATIONS WEEKEND to be held on March 18th, 19th, and 20th. We will have 
three operating events on Friday evening, Saturday evening, and Sunday Morning. There are 16 
great layouts in the Tulsa Area to choose from.  

Saturday morning and afternoon our seminar will be from 8:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. including 
guest speakers to fill out the day. A catered meal will be served in the basement of the Akdar 
Shrine Center at lunch which is included in the registration. Bring your track plans, photos, 
display boards and mockups to share with everyone. Great place to solicit feedback on your 
layout.  

Indian Nations preferred Hotel:  

Embassy Suites by Hilton 3332 South 79th East Avenue Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 
Room rate - King Suites - $99, Double Suites - $104, Good until midnight 2/24/22 
Booking Code - LDO Layout Design & Operations 
1-800-362-2779 (Embassy) Local - 918-622-4000 

Use this link to make your hotel reservations: 

http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/T/TULESES-LDO-20220318/index.jhtml 

 

Guest Speakers on Saturday: 

•  Eric Hansmann – “Prototype Inspiration for Manageable Size Layouts” - 8:15 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.  

•  Rich Gibson – “Prototype Modeling of the 1951 MEC: a Mixture of Accuracy, Guesswork, and 
Compromise” – 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  

•  Doug Tagsold – “Designing and Operating the 1:72 Scale Colorado & Southern Clear Creak Division” 10:45 
a.m. to 11:45 a.m.  

•  Catered Lunch and Track Planning Consulting - 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.  

•  Richard Frazier – “The Future of Model Railroading” – 1:15 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.  

•  Doug Tagsold – “Modeling the Railroads of Toledo, Ohio, A lesson on Research, Design, and Operations”– 

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 

 

Click the link for the website:  https://ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/ 
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Date Book 
 

February 2022 
 

5th & 6th  Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet       Wichita, KS 

Sat & Sun  https://besttrainshow.com/ 

 

12th & 13th  Lawrence Model Railroad Club Annual Train Show / Swap Meet   Lawrence, KS 

Sat & Sun  https://www.railserve.com/jump/train_shows.cgi?ID=17 

 

 

 

March 2022 
18th – 20th  Layout Design & Operations Weekend       Tulsa, OK. 

Fri – Sun https://ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/ 

 

 

 

April 2022 
2nd   Greater Tulsa Area Train Show (Toy Train Operating Society)    Bixby, OK. 

Saturday http://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/division-events.html 

 

2nd & 3rd  Rocky Mountain Train Show        Denver, CO. 

Sat – Sun  https://rockymountaintrainshow.com/Default.aspx 

 

23rd   Ark City Model Train Show               Arkansas City, KS. 

Saturday http://www.wichitatoytrainmuseum.org/ 

 

30th – 1st  Herington Railroad Days        Herington, KS. 

Sat – Sun  Herington Community Building   https://heringtonhistory.org/heringtonrailroaddays/ 

 

29th – 1st  Rocky Ops (North)         Denver, CO. 

Fri – Sun  http://www.covenantfamilyministriessl.org/RockyOp/index.html 
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On The Back Cover: 

 

 One parting look at the annual McPherson Train Show. 
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