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On The cover: The former Boot Hill Model Railro@tlib’s N-Trak layout was brought out of storaged displayed by
Donnie Becker of Salina, KS. At the McPherson Ti&imow.
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The RGM&HS publishe¥he Prospectgrour professionally produced and beautifully
illustrated quarterly magazine featuring the finest work of histeréad other experts on all
aspects of Rio Grande Railroad. We make available individaiz$sand volume sets of the
magazine for purchase from our website—from the current issue tassaels ofl he
Prospectorover the past 20 years back to Volume 1 which was first publiatz@D?2.

We invite you tgoin or renewal your membership in the RGM&HS and join over 400 other
Rio Grande Enthusiasts from all over the world.

All Members receive:

One year (4 issue) subscriptionTtbe Prospectqrthe official magazine of the Society
A subscription to the Society's e-mail newsletter, the Green.Light

Members-only emails with advance notice of events, programs, amsl. offe

Special benefits and features in the Members-only section obttiet{ss website

Click this link for the RGM&HS websitehttps://rgmhs.org/

Click this link for the RGM&HS Facebook pagéttps://www.facebook.com/
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Conventions } Region Info ) Divisions () Resources ) Askan Expert! [ Opemﬁnn Lifesaver

Welcome to the Mid-Continent Region of

the National Model Railroad Association

A 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, MCoR indudes the southern half of
the state of Iowa, portions of Mincis, and the enfire states of Arkansas, Olkdahoma,
Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. Since 1990, MCoR's leadership has fostered a strong
program of developing local divisions with the purpose of bringing the potential for
MMRA activity and involvement to a community near you. From only two divisions in
1990 located in metropolitan areas, MCoR now has well over a dozen divisions and
over 900 members.

Click the link for the Mid-Continent Region websitettp://mcor-nmra.org/

Conventions

Hold the Date: The 2023 Mid-Continent Region convention will be held at the
Holiday Inn at US 89 and 87th Street in Overand Park, Kansas from July 27 through
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ROCKY A
MOUNTRINY |
TRAIN Slippy ',

RETAIL STORE HOURS RETAIL STORE ADDRESS

6060 WEST 55th AVENUE

MON-FRI 10AM to 6PM
SAT 10AM to APM ARVADA, COLORADO 80002

We want to buy your stuff!

M Scale Supply i1s looking to buy collections,
large and small, or just extra stuff yvou may have
click for details

Click this link for N Scale Supplywww.nscalesupply.com/
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Dispatcher to OpSiG Ppublication No. 2, you TE ---

Ready to Roll!
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. . > or beginner, will find a wealth of useful
. FR(),\LDF{»‘Q 19 IMPI > - information In the OpSIG's second
: - publication, A Compexoium of MooeL

Ranroan Operanons — From Desien To
InpLEMENTANION. A complete guide to all
covers every aspect of prototype
operations and how to apply them to
your model railroad—from design
from communications and signals to
mo'!"mmm“
professionals, Tue Compenonm
contains more than 350 photos, 120
illustrations, and countiess tips,
pointers, suggestions, and prototype
information to heip guide you on
e =y, _ _ — - A e
77 AN OFFICIAL” * e § " thm modeler
¢ /. OPSIG PUBLICATION m"n”:"mmwm
: 7

Shipping: US ($8)

Canada/Mexico ($21)
Please Overseas ($28)

To Order: mail a check or money order, payable to e e R

OpSIG, with number of copies and your maili

23 wed 33 DeSer Ftematony SIHPNG.
pease contact Steve Sererma
number, and e-mail to:
Steve Benezra
2737 Thistle Trai Send 1o 0PERSIGO Yo com Provd you mating 2o 3nd
Hillsborough, NC 27278-9302  telephone number in the subject box.
Opsig.editor@gmail.com

' ' ' how to join
The OpSIG is a 501 (cB3 non-profit corporation. For information on

the OpSIG, please visit www.opsig.org.
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TEXAS
EXPRESS

AUGUST 2

Full']talll!IE:JF;'th T E

Convention Location
Gaylord Texan

Resort & Convention Center
1501 Gaylord Trail
Grapevine, TX 76051
Phone: (817) 778-1000

Click the link for the websitétttps://www.2023texasexpress.com/
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When your Wife tells you to stop buying trains...
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A Stop In Adamsville

A
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Jim Adams, President of the Boot Hill Model Railroad Club, has hexking diligently on his HO-scale layout,
“Adamsville”. (Above) This is a view of the end of section ¢hweéhich depicts a suburban setting around a High School
complete with track, football field, bus barn, and surrounding neighborhood.
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A Stop In Adamsville

(Above) A view of section three, the same end, from the other side
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A Stop In Adamsville

\

Just recently, Jim told me that he has begun the fourth and lassmsxpaection of “Adamsuville”. (Above) On
the new section, on this end, Jim is planning on having a pasturedpehespace.
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A Stop In Adamsville
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A Stop In Adamsville
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(Above) On the other end of section four, Jim has added a Cornwiticlgrigation system and in the empty circle in
the middle will be an irrigated alfalfa field. Plans alsdude farmhouses and other structures. Stay tuned to this channel
for further “Adamsville” updates.
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KALMBACH

HOBBYSTORE

BOOKS | TOOLS | PRODUCTS | DOWNLOADS | SALE

30

Model Railroader Special Issues

With Model Railroader special issues you will explore a wide
variety of subjects, from scenery and track plans, to building
small railroads and much more.
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For a limited time, take 50% off!

Click here to start reading todakalmbachhobbystore.com/
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TheWestern Kansas Division (@ YouTube  channel under Division DirecRwbert Simmons

Current subscribers

892 Click here for the WKD YouTube channekww.youtube.com/channel/

+2 in last 28 days

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGX j0zGe24

McPherson, KS. Train Show
2023

https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=70A052UZeI

McPherson, KS. Train Show :
2023
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The purpose dilRail is to promote N Scale model railroading in all forms, all stedgla
wherever N Scale is present. NRail has been the voice oald Bodel railroading for over 45
years. Starting as NTRAK, it created the first national nmardstandard, provided the vehicle
for N Scale to grow to the second most popular scale in North Amevas the birthplace of T-
TRAK and today is the home of N Scale model railroading. Weaongdcall N scalers.

Click this link for the NRail websitehttps://nrail.org/

For the NRail Facebook page, click this linkww.facebook.com/NRail.org
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Click here to start reading todaymodelcraftsman.com/
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Check out the Western Kansas Divisidr page: mewe.com/p/westernkansasdivisionnmra

(Page 17)



So, you want to operate grain cars on your layout but don’t have enough roagréam elevator, no problem.
Here is a simple scene that can add operation possibilitiegustta short piece of track and access road. The Garden
City Western RR in Garden City, Kansas uses this process.

In the top photo we see a string of five hopper cars, tractn guger, air compressor, and grain truck. The
bottom photo shows the tractor moving the cars with a chain.
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(Below) This photo shows a close-up of the grain auger that watlgréea grain dump pan which would go
under the bottom hatch. Just to the right of the blue barrel you cémesmeger is powered by an electric motor. It
appears that the green trailer is a portable air compress$pawetd hose attached to the car to help blow residual grain out
of the car.

Depending on your scale, the larger scales will have the augdetsadior the smaller scales, you can check out
Shapewayshttps://www.shapeways.com/Just below the electric motor, you can see the yellowrielecid
connections, but it is unclear where the power cord is coming from.

For the tractor, check out 3000Toysttps://3000toys.com/index.aspx
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Now you simply need to add a tractor and grain trailer to finiskdbgre.
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Midwest Model Railroad

In 2011Midwest Model Railroad started with the idea of making this hobby more accessibletgane. Since
day one we have striven to keep our operating costs to a bare miaingupass on those savings to you, the
hobby's best customers. As of 2022 we are succeeding in offering stmeett prices anywhere in the hobby.
Some great side effects of this goal have been the creatiorl-bfireanventory on our website and a turnaround
time of just one day between purchase and shipping.

In fall 2020 we moved to a new 9,000sqft location in Independenceiighat serves as both our retail location
and our shipping facility. Then in summer 2021 we expanded even nouieirag an additional

6,000sqft, bringing our total to 15,000sqft of model railroad product, &tef board games, and more. Our
central location near Kansas City, MO means orders can get tmamgr of the United States, usually arriving

within just a few days.
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TheKaty Railroad Historical Society, a nonprofit organization, was formed in Parsons, Kansas, on ©&tobe
1977 with a nucleus of 43 charter members. The purpose of the ssdeetying together in close association those
persons who have a common interest in the Missouri-Kansas-Tekam&aknown to many as the Katy. To increase the
enjoyment of their interest through appropriate activities. Thesede; group trips to points on the railroad,
photographic excursions, photo, slide, and video shows, meetings, discusstother undertakings of a fundamentally
social nature. The encouragement of members to contribute, asahayleato the collection, compilation, and
publication of interesting data pertaining to the Katy, includinggation of such information for future reference. The
increase of knowledge of and fostering of goodwill towards the M-K-lrdad among members and the public. The
promotion of good fellowship among the members through ethical sonidns found to be beneficial, educational,
and morally wholesome to those interested in the Katy Railroad

Click this link for theKRHS website: katyrailroad.org/

For the KRHS Facebook page, click this linkww.facebook.com/groups/
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For 100 years, EMPhas
produced the most durable, reliable, and
sustainable locomotive products in the
rail industry. We design and manufacture
locomotives for all commercial rail
applications, with over 65,000 EMD-
powered locomotives delivered to more
than 75 countries. Our technology
leadership and superior performance
drive our reputation for exceptional quality, service, and innovation.

Progress Rail is proud to offer t&D Joule Battery Electric Locomotive series
available as new build or repowers. EMD Joule locomotives suppodearamge of railway
operations with battery capacities up to 14.5 MWh. Applications include:

Switching/shunting yards
Regional service
In consist with diesel-electric locomotives

Joule locomotives recover energy through dynamic braking. When dynamic baking i
activated to control train speed, the batteries are charged, séwagvould otherwise be
wasted energy. Alternatively the batteries can be charged througmgaratiwayside
charging options tailored to meet operational needs.

Our growing family of zero exhaust emissions locomotives is just ogdPvagress Rail
helps our customers achieve their sustainability goals.

| can’t wait for the Scale Trains, N-scale, Rivet Countesiea to come ouit...
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S-Helper Servicebegan as a collaboration with American Models in 1989. By 1995, |feH8Ervice was developing

its own line of products, including diesel and steam locomotiveigihir cars, and track. MTH Electric Trains acquired the
company in 2010 and marketed models under the MTH brand name. We purchaselinigpén 2020 and are excited to
announce our first S Scale release.

Our first S Scale release, theBay Peaked End Fish belly Open Hoppeiincludes six (6) classic roadnames and paint
schemes from the golden age of railroading. The model featutassdasd detailed plastic molded body; metal handrails
and grab irons; die-cast sprung metal trucks, and a detailed pst&msThe S-Helper Service line is available
exclusively from ScaleTrains and is not available in storerBer your favorite roadnames and paint schemes by
February 27th, 2023 for delivery this summer. Preorder nowwww.scaletrains.com/
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In Dodge City, Kansassansas Feeds, In¢ a manufacturer of cattle
feed components, has greatly expanded their West Plant. They added new
holding tanks, expanded their tank car unloading facility, and new metal
buildings. | believe the tank cars come in loaded with molaaeeagredient
in cattle feed mix. The molasses is pumped into the holding tarksd with
vitamins and other nutrients, then sent to feed yards to be mixed with dr
cattle feed.

(Above) Part of the West Plant expansion, they added a two-tnaaled rail extension, unloading racks, and new
storage tanks. On Januafy 8023, | noticed one of the first parking of tank cars at the meility.

(Below) A close up of one of the tank cars.
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(Above) A closer look at the new extension.

(Below) Spotted in the BNSF yard in Dodge City, Kansas, #bwoead Boeing train with several 737 fuselages on
December 28, 2022.

(Page 27)



BNSF 1977 is a EMD SD40-2. It began as C & S (Colorado & SaytB&0 in February of 1974. It also wore
BN and BNSF colors as number 6850 and then renumbered as BNSHIE€7s info on the C & S fromi/ikipedia:

TheColorado and Southern Railway (C&S CS) was an American Class | railroad in the western United
States that operated independently from 1898 to 1908, then as parCbidhgo, Burlington and Quincy
until it was absorbed into tHgurlington Northern in 1981.

The railway began as the consolidation of bankrupt railroads in 189& dlbedo Central andCheyenne
and Northern were brought together to form thimion Pacific, Denver and Gulfin 1890. Wherunion
Pacific went bankrupt in 1893 they were separated from the Union Pacificrated with theDenver,
Leadville and Gunnisonand others, by Frank Trumbull to form tBelorado and Southernin 1898. In 1908
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincybought control of th€&S. It would later merge into thBurlington
Northern in 1981.
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The Chicago & North Western Historical Society was founded in 1978d¥dllmar and a group of
Midwestern railfans interested in the C&NW, along with itsdacessor and successor roads. These roads
include the Chicago, St. Paul Minneapolis & Omaha; the Minneapdlis &ouis; the Chicago Great Western;
the Litchfield & Madison; the Fort Dodge, Des Moines & Southern[tbe Moines & Central lowa; and many
more.

The Society’s purpose is to collect, circulate and preservieistary of the C&NW and its predecessor and
successor lines; to create and publish a magazine; and to proloetstg among C&NW fans and Society
Members.

North Western Lines is a quarterly publication which began iy €874 as a seven
page mimeographed issue totaling 85 copies. Today it is published by tbty &sc
one of the premier historical publications with 64 pages and more thamd#i{¥)s.
Each issue contains current news, feature articles, rostbegules, technical
information, and modeling articles. Members are encouraged toipaieibdy writing
articles and submitting photographs.

Each issue of North Western Lines contains a regular column &8t ppenings”
which reports current news events on all lines of the former C&Md/corporate
activities as well as train operations, equipment and routechmames. News photo
supplement this reporting of recent history.

Join us today! A regular 1-year membership includes 4 issues of the North Westers mhagazine. As a contributing
member, you also receive a copy of the current C&NWHS all-calendar.

Click this link for theCNWHS website: cnwhs.org/

For the CNWHS Facebook page, click this linkiww.facebook.com/cnwhs
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Click the link to start reading todayvww.tracksidemodelrailroading.com
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The principal purpose of t@perations Special Interest
Group (OPSIG) is to discuss, develop and disseminate ways of
operating model railroads to realistically emulate practiceseof
prototype. This includes sharing information on various methods of
generating, moving, and controlling traffic to heighten the feeling
that our models are an active and integral part of the national rail
transportation network, serving shippers and consignees throughou
the nation.

We also discuss and communicate information about the
methods and procedures used by the real railroads and ways of masalbyatd realistically
adapting them to the model world. So, if you like to operate theadilyou've created, this is a
place to learn more and find others with similar interests.

We publish a quarterly magazingje Dispatcher's Offige
which in addition to containing articles and information on railroad
operations (both prototype and model), contains listings of operating
layouts, sessions, and events that members are invited to attend.

Back issues are available. In addition, the OPSIG web site
serves as a clearinghouse for publicizing regional operating events
and meetings, where layouts are open for guest operations.

We are an official special interest group recognized by the Natibodel Railroad Association. While NMRA
membership is encouraged, it is not required to join the OperatiGns ®in us today!

As part of your yearly membership, you'll receive four quarterlyes®fThe Dispatcher's Officeur operations-
focused publicationThe Dispatcher's Offices available as either a digital download or a mailed prind@g.cAs a print
subscriber, you'll also get access to the digital copy. In add#ilomembers have complete access to 30+ years of our
digital back catalog at no additional charge as long as they reneanbens of the OpSIG.

Click this link for the OPSIG webpagevww.opsig.org/

For the OPSIG Facebook page, click this limkwvw.facebook.com/OperationsSIG

The OPSIG also features a hanaoel: www.youtube.com/@OperationsSIG
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The weekend of Januaryf4
and 15, 2023 McPherson,
Kansas played host to the
McPherson Train Show in the
Community Building.

The Community Building
features a second story with a
viewing gallery and this photo
was taken from the upper
deck.

The layout in the foreground
is the brand-new HO-scale
modular layout of th&iMRA,
Chisholm Trail Division.

The Division began
construction of this layout in
August of 2022, so they have
accomplished a lot in just four
months.

In the background is the
Western Kansas Rails N-scale
layout displayed by the
Western Kansas Division,
NMRA.

To the right is a partial look at
theMacTrax linear N-scale
layout, the DCD&W, and
behind them is the S-scale
layout of theWichita Toy

Train Club .

(Below) A closer look at the Chisholm Train Division modules. Video link: www.youtube.com/
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(Above) The S-scale layout by the Wichita Toy Train Club
Video linkmww.youtube.com/

(Below) A pair of N-Trak modules called “Fallout” displayed hg McPherson County Maker Space.
Video linkmww.youtube.com
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These photos show the high
level of craftsmanship
displayed by the MacTrax
group of McPherson, KS.

This is a linear N-Trak, N-
scale layout with turn around
loops on each end.

This layout, winner of the
Fireman’s Choice Award,

Is a real crowd pleaser with
details everywhere and an
excellent use of lighting.

The “ghosts” come from my
use of F-stop setting
requiring a very long shutter
speed, but it offers much
better depth of field with the
entire layout in focus.
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(Above) One of the most visually stunning
modules is the “Canyon Scene”.

(Below) One of the four-foot corners, the
“Harbor Scene” and a look at two more
modules from Mark Fisher, the “City Scene”

Seeing this layout together
again was like running into an old
friend. Thank You Donnie for
displaying this layout again.



(Above) This is the Lionel O-27 layout from the Hutchinson Cllibe blue tablets on the front allowed kids to
control the trains. Video Linkvww.youtube.com/watch

(Left) The largest
vendor at the show was
Dave & Deb from Spring
Creek Model Trains out of
Deshler, Nebraska.

(Right) The “Western Kansas Rails”
N-scale layout from Dodge City,
Kansas.

Video Link: www.youtube.com/watch
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One of my favorite parts of displaying at Train ShowkaesSaturday evening gathering at a local restaurant to visit
with other participants. (Above) The main organizer of the MigeimeShow was Kelly Bruce of McPherson, KS. He is
beaming after a great Saturday showing.
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Our mission is to preserve and promote the heritage of the Missouri Pacific
Railroad and its affiliates. This includes the Texa s & Pacific, Chicago & Eastern
lllinois, Kansas Oklahoma & Gulf, Alton & Southern and many other roads that
were part of the MP family.

Please consider becoming a member and help us keep this history alive.

New Member Incentive

In addition to four issues of "The Eagle" magazine, a yearly calendar (delivered
in the fall for following year), discounts at the C ompany Store, and full access to
the Archives Image Gallery on our website; new memb  ers will also receive a
welcome packet that includes six assorted (our choi ce) back issues of "The

Eagle" magazine.

Click this link to the MPHS websiteiwww.mopac.org/

For the MPHS Facebook page, click this linkiww.facebook.com/MoPacHistorical
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Welcome to Spring Creek Model Trains

For theSpring Creek website, click this link: www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/

The Facebook page for Spring Creek is heveiw.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains
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TheEMD BL2 is a diesel-
electric locomotive built by
General Motors Electro-
Motive Division. A total of 59
units (including a single BL1)
were built between 1947 and
1949. The BL2 was not very
successful, as it was unreliable
and occupied a gap between
carbody and hood units which
resulted in it suffering from the
drawbacks of both designs.
However, lessons learned from
the BL2 were incorporated into
EMD's next design, the GP7.

EMD's diesel program was well underway by the 18840s and while F-units in production were great fo
moving trains over the railroad, their full-widthrbody made it difficult for locomotive crews tces® the rear
of the locomotive while switching. By 1948, compats Alco, Baldwin, and Fairbanks-Morse had introed
road switcher locomotives, which used the narroachand full walkway of a switcher with a longerrfra and
the high-speed trucks of a road locomotive.

EMD developed the BL1, basing it on the F3 andgisite same bridge-truss carbody construction ab-inait
with the body cut away behind the cab to providgbility to the rear. The first BL1 was EMD Demoragbr
#499, built in September 1947. The BL in the madehe stood for "Branch Line", indicating that EM&tf
the locomotive was best suited for light traffiddrequent switching chores.

Limiting the locomotive's success were several rapial and ergonomic drawbacks. The BL2 was expensi
and time-consuming to build because of its unicaready design. Rather than being built in smalhsexgts
which could be moved to another area for final edsg, the BL2 had to be built entirely in one platle
mechanical components in the engine compartmerd diéficult to access and maintain, reducing itseg
among railroad shop crews. The locomotive's cartbacked the full-length walkways of a true switctgae
making it difficult for the brakeman or switchmanrhove from one point on the locomotive to anothaing
switching operations. Finally, although the indiatdesigners at EMD tried to build a carbody tnabked
high-class passenger trains while retaining tHeartanism of railroad work, the design never brmegpopular.
EMD applied the lessons learned from the BL2's l@ickuccess in developing the GP7.
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Click this link to start reading today:

www.nscalemagazine.com/
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The WKR N-scale layout made the trip to McPherson, Kansasiwadg the trip was a success, but we
encountered some problems.

One issue with the folding banquet table legs, the locking suppohts mitidle are like scissors to the electric
wiring harness. Some time ago | discovered a cut wire on one conaraection 3 for the inner green line. It was not
an issue as power was being fed from both directions.

However, on this trip, there was also a problem with the coonsgsetween the power cart and section 14, so
only two sections (1 & 2) had power on the green line. We had no dhdite abandon operating on the green line, but
a few minutes later, | pulled on the wiring harness under sectitmdet a better look at the problem and the entire line
suddenly started working again. | left it alone and the greendmaibned normally throughout the weekend.

Once the layout comes out of the LTV (layout transport vehicle)rdtaHing is to repair the cut wire on section
3 and hunt down the gremlin on section 14.
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4th & 5th
Sat & Sun

4th & 5th
Sat & Sun

4th & 5th
Sat & Sun

11 & 12t
Sat & Sun

1St & 2nd
Sat & Sun

15" & 16"
Sat & Sun

220 g 23
Sat & Sun
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Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet
https://www.nmra.org/events/

Train Expo Colorado (TECO) Train Show
tecoshow.org/

21* Annual Train Show & Swap Meet
http://lawrencemodelrailroadclub.org/

Boot Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show
Finney Co. Exhibition Building

&

Rocky Mountain Train Show
rockymountaintrainshow.com/

29" Annual Train Show
D & N Event Center

Spring Creek Model Trains FreeMo Event Center
Thayer County Event Centepringcreekmodeltrains.com/show-schedule/
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Wichita, KS.

Colorado Springs, CO.

Lawrence, KS.

Garden City, KS.

Denver, CO.

North Platte, NE.

Deshler, NE.



During theMcPherson Train Show 2023 each paid entry was given a green ticket, which they weieddo the
exhibit they liked the best. After the tickets were collectai®lay evening and the counting was completed, Kelly
Bruce, the Show Director presented the Western Kansas DividiWRANvith the Public Choice Exhibit award for the

Western Kansas Rails N-scale layout. We are deeply graedillithe spectators who voted for us.
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