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Click here to start shopping: 
https://midwestmodelrr.com/ 
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o One year of the Newsletter (6 issues). 
o Monthly ZoomTRAK live broadcasts. 
o Support of the National N Scale layouts at major shows. 
o Access to the Members Only section of NRail.org (including over 270 issues of the 

Newsletter). 
o Discount on merchandise in the NRail store. 
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                                                                                                                                  Jerry Bruce Photo 
 
 
Jerry Bruce was able to snap this photo near Beloit, Kansas.   
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Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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The MPHS publishes a quarterly magazine called The Eagle.  

All members receive a copy of this magazine as part of their membership 
dues. New members will receive a copy of the current issue as soon as 
their dues have been received. 

The Eagle is a full-color magazine printed on high-quality, heavy paper. 

Copies of this magazine can be purchased through our Company Store. 

A comprehensive index of The Eagle issues is available.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� ��$�������
������)-1���#��������� ������00�
�	�(
�'0  

 
 
 

�������4�  



 
 

���������  



����	
���� �
 
(Left)  One of the latest 
additions to the WKR roster of 
motive power is the new 
Broadway Limited Imports  
SW-7 switcher. 
This was a pre-order, and we 
now wish we had purchased 
more than one.  We were 
unsure of such a small 

locomotive, but the BLI unit 
has a cast metal body for 
significant weight for traction, 
and it performs well. 
 
 
(Right)  We chose the Union 
Pacific version, number 1821. 
 
 

(Above)  Making the decision to station this locomotive at the Pride Ag Resources grain 
elevator, we removed the UP shield and road numbers.  Then we blacked out the UP name 
and added the Pride Ag Resources ownership marks (PARX) while renumbering to 1100. 
 
 
(Right)  On the front end, we added dept to the grill and painted the couplers rust brown. 
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(Above)  The underside details speak for themselves. 
 
 
(Below)  Preparing the other three cars for life on the WKR. 
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The WKR is joining the 21st century with the 
addition of the Digitrax LNWI Loconet WiFi 
adapter. 

(Below)  It’s a complete kit, with module, power 
supply, and connector cable. 

 
 
 
(Right)  The first choice to be made was 
where to mount the receiver.  Mounting 
it to the top of the Command Station 
shock control box was clear of all 
obstructions, and nearest to the 
Command Station. 
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(Left)  First, the connecting cable was plugged into the 
receiver. 
 
(Below)  The cable was looped around to the front and 
plugged into the Command Station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(Left)  The power supply 
cable was plugged into the 
receiver and then the cord 
ran down to the power strip 
on the bottom shelf of the 
cart. 
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(Left)  Currently the WKR Employees are equipped with the Samsung Galaxy Z4 
Flip Android phone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Right) Available in the Google Play store (free), is 
Engine Driver Throttle . 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Left)  Once you open Engine Driver Throttle, it walks you 
through the phone set-up steps. 
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Find what you need at Micro-Mark: 
https://micromark.com/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/ 
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The Chicago & North Western Historical Society was founded in 1973 by a group of Midwestern railfans 
interested in the C&NW, along with its predecessor and successor roads. The Society’s purpose is to collect, 
circulate and preserve the history of the C&NW and its predecessor and successor lines.  It is a non-profit 
corporation.   

North Western Lines is a quarterly publication, which began in early 1974 and is considered one of the premier 
historical publications. Each issue contains current news, feature articles, a photo section, and a combination of 
rosters, technical information, maps, schedules, and modeling information, depending on the make-up of that 
issue. A one-year subscription comes with a membership.  

 

                   CNWHS Modeler Volume 17 No 1                                                                        

                                CK Tower Build 

       Scratch-built Spark Arrestors for Ex-QNSL Geeps 

 
 

 

� ��$�������
�������!�1��#�������  
������00��#��(
�'0#�30  

 
 
 

���������  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Would you like to test drive the NMRA ? 

Now's your chance! With a Rail Pass membership, you'll have access to 
one of the world's largest railroad libraries, get reduced rates on special 
layout or collection insurance, receive 9 digital issues of the NMRA 
Magazine, and much more. 
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The latest in HO scale modular model railroading 
 

Free-mo was developed with the idea that a set of standards focusing mainly on module 
endplates would enable faithful modeling of prototype trackplans and operations in a modular 
environment. The length and track configuration of a Free-mo module or module set is up to the 
modeler. Free-mo takes the boredom out of running trains monotonously around a double or 
even a triple track mainline. With Free-mo, less is more. 

Free-mo operates like a permanent or sectional layout but still retains its modularity (Free-mo is 
actually more modular than existing double track modules). Free-mo layouts are operated with a 
single track mainline in a point to loop, loop to loop, or point to point. Layout sizes can vary to 
any size conceivable. 
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(Left)  If we were making a 
foreground model, we would 
have spent more time with the 
modeling putty and sander to 
make a more finished edge 
around the tops, but these will 
be background items, so we 
decided that it was “good 
enough”.   
A trip to the paint locker 
retrieved the same color spray 
paint we used on the original 
tanks, and the entire unit was 
given a base color.   
The top handrail of the stairs 
was brush painted with safety 
yellow. 
The control panel was painted 
grey with the handwheel red. 
The containment field was 
painted light concrete grey. 
 
 

 
 
 
Now it is time to fill the containment 
field with ballast.  To avoid waste and 
excess weight, we cut small strips of 
pillow fill foam.  To achieve this a small 
bead of Tacky Glue was applied to the 
floor of the containment and then the 
foam strip inserted and pressed into the 
glue (Right). 
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Trying to add dry ballast to 
the containment field needed 
some fine control, so we used 
a scrap of thick paper, folded 
in two, and trimmed with 
scissors with masking tape 
holding the back end closed 
(Right). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(Left)  We needed a space to safely fill the 
dispenser and so grabbed a plastic dish and 
added two cars from the RIP track on the 
workbench to hold the dispenser upright. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Right)  With the dispenser 
loaded with a small amount of 
ballast, the application to the 
containment field began. 
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(Left)  During track ballasting 
some time ago, we converted 
a small bottle of Elmer’s Glue 
to hold the “Wet Water”.  
Dave Frary created the 
original formula, be we 
modified it this way.  About ¾ 
water and added to that is ¼ 
rubbing alcohol, plus one drop 
of dishwashing detergent 
(Dawn).  This pre-wet the dry 
ballast and prevents “balling”. 
 
 

 
 
 
(Right)  Utilizing a 
former scenic glue bottle, 
the next step is to add the 
Elmer’s Glue mix.  We 
prefer a 50/50 mix of 
glue to water but we also 
add some rubbing 
alcohol. 
Using the well shaken 
bottle, we dripped the 
glue around the 
containment field 
making sure to get all the 
ballast covered with glue 
but not wet.  Some of the 
glue will soak into the 
foam as well, bonding 
the entire mass in place. 
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After drying, the three tanks 
are ready to take their place on 
the Agridyne scene.   
 
But wait…  Not anticipating 
the difference in size between 
the previous tanks and the new 
tanks, after through placement 
testing on the scene, it was 
discovered that three tanks 
could be fit but would look 
forced and not realistic.  So, it 
was decided to eliminate one 
of the tanks and proceed with 
only two. 

 
(Above)  The Agridyne scene.  With the two large storage tanks, plus the larger tank farm, all structures will 
need to move to the left.   
Besides placement issues, we ordered more aluminum rods to create the off-loading piping and steam heat 
piping to complete the scene.  The public won’t be able to see the piping, but we will and it will add authenticity 
to the scene. 
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The principal purpose of the Operations Special 
Interest Group (OPSIG) is to discuss, develop and 
disseminate ways of operating model railroads to 
realistically emulate practices of the prototype.  

This includes sharing information on various methods 
of generating, moving and controlling traffic to 
heighten the feeling that our models are an active and 
integral part of the national rail transportation network, 
serving shippers and consignees throughout the nation. 
We also discuss and communicate information about 
the methods and procedures used by the real railroads 
and ways of most practically and realistically adapting 
them to the model world. 

We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which in addition to containing 
articles and information on railroad operations (both prototype and model), contains 
listings of operating layouts, sessions, and events that members are invited to attend. In 
addition, the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for publicizing regional operating 
events and meetings, where layouts are open for guest operations.  

� ��$�������
�������-�+E�#��������� ������00###(
���'(
�'0  
 
 
 
 
 

�
�������-�+E��	���

$��	'�2�� ��$�������� ������00###(�	���

$(�
�0'�
���0�8�CCC�7��77��5C  

 
 

������4��  



 
 

� ��$�������
���	�����	%��'��
%	���� ������00###(���	 ��	'	A���(�
�0��%�H(���  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
������4��  



 

����"�
! �������������!���� ��� 
�!���!�9����	������	�!�!��	 !�������

�������
����������!�����!�

�����)�!*���!��*�����������	�����!�	�������!������ �������#�����!������!����
����	������!�����
�������!������	����!����!������&  

These are the goals that the standards presented here are attempting to achieve as they apply to N 
scale. Each standard set forth below must satisfy at least one of these goals. 

The Free-moN standard has the following objectives in mind: 

·  To promote and require hi-fidelity prototypical scale model railroading. 
·  To ensure reliable track and electrical operation. 

·  To encourage visual continuity between modules. 

·  To encourage a loose association among individuals free from club memberships, dues and titles. 
·  To keep the standard specifications to a minimum without compromising the previous objectives. 

 
 

�
����%�
����
���	�
�������"�
!2�� ��$��������� �����00����"�
�(���0  
 

 
������4;�  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9	� ��/��%���'����	��
�����
���2�� ��$�������� ������00###(���	����(
�'0��'����	��
�0  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

B
���	���
  
#�����	����������
������ ���������	��	��
�����
� 2�!)�&�
������� �)���� �	'��  
 

������00��#�(�
�0#������$	��	�%��0���%  
 
 
 
 

������4��  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
������4��  



 
(Page 39) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������	
� �������� 	� �	��
�����
 	�� ���� ����
��	���	�����	���������	������������	
��������
 �
��������
���	
����������	
����������������� ! �� ��������"
��
	��	����
����	��#

$
	���	�
��������$������%���

���
����	�&������
���	
��
����	��������
�
	���	���� 
����'�(�������
��	����	�)�������������
��
�
	����	��������
�
�����
��*$	��	�
+�
�����	���� �

���
���	
��
����	�%�  

#
����	

����
����
�������	��������	��������������
 ��
�
	����	���
��
��������%��,�-�)-�)�.-�
�/-�"��-0���
 

��	�������
����
� ���12!!���3�425!���������
�
������
�
	�����	��
����$����	���	�����	
�6�������	��
	��6���"�,��
���� 
�6
��% �

7��	
����������$����	�������������������6�������	�� ���$�����������
������

�
���	
%��#�	�
���������
�������������

�6��$��	�� ����������% �

8��
�
��������	��% �

)�������	����
�����9������	�������6�
�������
*����� ��
%�

�
�
�����	���������
�� �3�  :����������	�����	
�/������/��5���	��)�5�

;������'2���3�<2!!�� �

)��������=2!!����3�12!!��� �

)�	����<2!!���3� 42!!���% �
 

 

���������	
�	��	���
������������������������������� ��������������	�	���� %��,�
��
�
��	����� �����./(�+%0&)(��� ���������
�������
�%��"
�������	����������
�
	��>�	 �4!4?@���	�6
�
���	����� �������"
��
	��	����
�����	��*����������� %���������������6
����������6�����
�
	�
���
�����6
�����
�
	����������
%�
 
 

�������?�  



��������� �
 

���� �
 
 

���������
8th & 9th Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet                    Wichita, KS. 
Sat & Sun https://www.nmra.org/events/train-show-and-swap-meet-wichita 
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13th – 15th  Layout Design & Operations Weekend                                                                       Tulsa, OK. 
Fri – Sun  https://www.ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/ 
 
 
14th & 15th 2026 Garden City Model Train Show            Garden City, KS. 
Sat  & Sun  Boot Hill Model Railroad Club 
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11th & 12th  Rocky Mountain Train Show - National Western Complex                                       Denver, CO. 
Sat & Sun  https://rockymountaintrainshow.com/Default.aspx 
 
25th & 26th  Spring Creek Model Trains - N Scale Free-mo Weekend                                        Deshler, NE. 
Sat & Sun Thayer County Activity Center 
 
 

�����
24th & 25th  St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet                                                        St. Louis, MO. 
Sat & Sun  
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