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On December 11th we caught the Right Co-Op Association elevator in Wright, Kansas loading a 100+ car grain 
train.  They use two remote-controlled locomotives, the RCAX 101 and former BN slug 1702. 
 

 

(Left)  The RCAX 101 
was constructed as a 
Norfolk Southern, high-
nose GP9. It later also 
wore  Norfolk & Western 
colors, later re-engined 
with a Caterpillar 12-
cylinder engine. 

 

 
BN GP9B 1702  
 
was a Burlington Northern 
(BN) cabless booster, 
originally Northern Pacific 
(NP) 202, a GP9 model built 
in 1954 that became part of 
BN in 1970, and later sold to 
Right Cooperative in Dodge 
City, Kansas, retaining its 
BNSF paint scheme despite its 
sale. It was one of only four GP9B units rostered by BN/BNSF and was known as a rare sight in later years. 
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�'8������ ES44c4 a type of six-axle, A1A-trucked, AC-traction, 4,400hp type 
of diesel locomotive built from 2009 – 2020.  This model was the very first A1A-trucked (center axle 
unpowered) diesel locomotive built in North America since the late-2950’s and is also the very first domestic 
AC-traction diesel with such a feature.  A total of 1200+ have been built for BNSF and Florida East Coast 
Railway. 
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(Left)  Kansas City Southern 
4729, an ES 44AC, was a 
recent visitor to Dodge City, 
this time on the back of a 
Westbound freight as 
distributed power along with a 
BNSF loco. This train was so 
long it measured the entire 
length of the DC yard and 
these two were on the bridge 
over Underpass Road to the 
East. 
 
 

 
 
 
(Right)  BNSF 7898 was built in 
June of 2010 as a ES44DC and 
brings up the rear of our train. 
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All pictures on this page courtesy of Jerry Bruce of McPherson, KS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                     Jerry Bruce Photo 
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The Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad historical society was incorporated in the state of Idaho and 
It was chartered to gather, preserve, and share information about the history and the current operations of the 
Burlington Northern Railroad. The group is interested in studying the history of the Burlington Northern 
Railroad. In 1996, following the merger between Burlington Northern and Santa Fe, the group voted to follow 
the Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the present. Then in 2018 we added 
coverage of the Montana Rail Link. 

The Group’s quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of the organization 
that shares news about the group’s activities, BN historical data, and current operations of 
the railroad. It is currently a 30+ page all-color publication and will grow even larger as 
the society grows and more members contribute more information. 

Membership in the Friends of the Burlington Northern 
Railroad 

·  Membership is for one full year. 
·  Multiple year memberships are permitted and even encouraged, but not for more than 3 years. 
·  All members get 4 issues of The BN Expediter, our quarterly magazine. 
·  Regular and youth members can buy our annual BN calendar for $2 off the regular price. 
·  Sustaining is acknowledged by name in every issue of The BN Expediter, are not charged a postal 

surcharge (non-US), and get our annual BN calendar free (if joined by December 1st – after the 1st we’ll 
send one as long as our supply lasts). 
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(left)  A couple of months 
back the WKR Shop Foreman 
requested a new mini table 
saw.  The old Micro-Mark unit 
was metal and plastic, while 
this new unit purchased from 
an ad on Facebook is an all- 
metal tool.  We received it but 
were in the middle of projects, 
so recently we finally 
unpacked it and set it up on 
the work bench.  It performed 
well in its first outing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(Right)  A decade or so ago 
the WKR made a purchase of 
a couple of Kato SD90MACs 
which were then stripped and 
re-painted for the Mo-Pac.  
Impressed with their pulling 
power they were initially 
equipped with DCC decoders 
hard-wired into the original 
light board.  With the new 
WKR layout, these long locos 
had problems with the tight 
radius on one curve, derailing 
the cars behind, so they were 
not used for a long time.  In 
the meantime, we purchased 
multiple SD90 units for the 
outer DC only lines. 
 

 
(Page 16) 




�
�������
�
�������
�
�������
�
�������� ���
(Left)  The idea bloomed in the 
WKR shop that we could used the 
light boards from the other unit to 
re-activate the MoPac units.  We 
chose two UP versions and used 
their light boards in the MoPac 
units which are now happily at 
work on the outer lines. 
 

 
 
(Right)  On a whim, the Purchasing Department looked up 
Kato USA on the web and found the proper replacement 
light boards which were quickly ordered. 
 
 
 
 
 
(Below)  The light boards were installed, then the body shells were upgraded by painting the grill opening with 
flat black and the couplers painted the proper rust color.  These are also in the fleet now. 
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(Above)  Again, while cruising on Facebook, we came across an ad for the Outland Models “Car Maintenance 
Crew,” so we quickly ordered two packs.  The idea being we have the American Implement shop scene with 
tractors, but very few people, so we intend to paint them in coveralls and place them in the scene. 

 
 
 
(Another example of proper advertisement placement, we ordered a 
Woodland Scenics “Deer,” which will be placed around the layout. 
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(left)  Looking over the in-house stock of smaller PVC 
pipe we needed to pick the correct sizes. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Right)  After some test fits, we settled on ¾-inch and 1-inch 
diameter pipes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Left)  Each piece of pipe was checked for squareness using a small 
metal square, the best side being on the bottom so they would stand 
straight. 
 
 

 
 
(Right)  Three pieces of 1-inch PVC pipe were cut 
and sanded smooth to form one row of larger tanks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Left)  We cut four pieces of the ¾-inch pipe in two different heights for 
more interest. 
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(Right)  For the tank tops we cut two 
strips of 0.060-inch styrene sheet and 
glued each tank, top down, on the styrene 
with super glue. 
 
 
 

 
(left)  After the glue set, each tank was cut into a separate piece. 
 
 
 

 
(Right)  Scissors were used again to trim the styrene close 
around the top of the pipe.  Then we used sandpaper to 
smooth out any rough edges. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Left)  Using the containment pad we built earlier, we did a 
test fit to see how much room we had with all the tanks in 
place. 
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(Right)  It’s time to make the tank vents for the tops and 
digging into the styrene tube supply, we selected 5/32-inch and 
7/32-inch tubing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(left) Using the small square, we determined the center of each tank 
top and marked it. 
 
 
 

 
(Right) Using the same procedure, we cut short lengths of the 7/32-inch 
tubing and glued them to a strip of 0.010-inch styrene sheet to make the tops. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Left)  Scissors were used to trim off most 
of the styrene sheet and then sandpaper was 
used to smooth them out. 
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(Left)  We used the 5/322-inch tubing for the stack, cutting pieces 
that were double of the larger caps as these will slip inside the caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     (Right)  The roughed-out vent caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(Left)  Everything has 
been sanded and the 
vents are glued to the 
tops of the tanks. 
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(Right)  Wanting the containment area to be concrete, we elected to 
paint the structure with Model Master “Gull Grey”. 
 

 
 
 
(Left)  In preparation for installing the 
piping, a 1/16-inch hole was drilled on the 
drill press at a standard height. 
 
 
 
 
 

(Right)  Next, it’s a trip to the paint shop where we found the original tank color, Rustoleum. 
Satin – Ivory Silk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Left)  We opted to mount the 
four smaller tanks first as they 
would have the most pipes. 
After gluing in the tanks with 
the drilled hole in the center 
facing inwards.  We used 
1/16-inch aluminum rod for 
the pipes, starting with the 
tank farthest from the end, 
bending down, then back 
cutting to length.  Each tank 
followed. 
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(left)  After the three large tanks were glued in place, and all pipes 
bent, “Tacky Glue” was used to glue the pipes in place, and it will 
dry clear. 
 

(Right)  One final detail was added, a 3D-
printed set of crossover stairs. 
 
 
 

 
 
(Left)  The completed tank 
farm during a test fit on the 
Agridyne scene. 
 
 
Next month we will wrap up 
this project with the 
completion of the large 
molasses tanks. 
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As part of your yearly membership, you'll receive four quarterly issues of The Dispatcher's Office, our 
operations-focused publication. The Dispatcher's Office is available as either a digital download or a mailed 
printed copy. As a print subscriber, you'll also get access to the digital copy. In addition, all members have 
complete access to 30+ years of our digital back catalog at no additional charge they remain members of the 
OpSIG.  

Other member services available through the OpSIG.org members-only section of the website include a 
membership directory, event calendar, and a railroad directory to help promote your railroad and your operating 
sessions.  
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The Warbonnet 

The Society’s flagship quarterly magazine, The Warbonnet, offers lavishly illustrated 
articles on the history and modeling of the Santa Fe and its affiliated companies. Each 
issue is at least forty pages, often more, typically includes articles by noted authors, 
often accompanied by full color photos, maps and drawings; modeling articles with 
useful “how to” tips; letters from Society members contributing additional information 
on past articles, and product reviews. Issued in March, June, September, and 
December of each year. Under its current editor, John R. Signor, The Warbonnet has 
never missed an issue or a publication window!  
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3rd & 4th Great Train Show                         Kansas City, MO. 
Sat & Sun https://www.trainshow.com/ 
 

*** NO McPherson Show this year ***  
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8th & 9th Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet                    Wichita, KS. 
Sat & Sun https://www.nmra.org/events/train-show-and-swap-meet-wichita 
 
 
 

������
13th – 15th  Layout Design & Operations Weekend                                                                       Tulsa, OK. 
Fri – Sun  https://www.ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/ 
 
 
14th & 15th 2026 Garden City Model Train Show            Garden City, KS. 
Sat  & Sun  Boot Hill Model Railroad Club 
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