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On The Cover: 
On March 14th & 15th, the Boot Hill Model Railroad Club hosted their annual Train Show 
in Garden City, Kansas. Sylvester Rodriquez displayed his N-scale layout along with many 
others.        More details inside… 
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A third-generation family-owned business, our origin is traced to the Scientific Model Airplane Company 
of Newark, New Jersey. At the age of 16, our founder set up shop to manufacture and sell model airplane 
kits. The company continued to grow and evolve, and in 1983, the company started the Micro-Mark Tool 
and Distribution Center to satisfy an even more diverse group of makers. 
 
 

Click here to fill your hobby needs:  https://micromark.com/ 
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Editor’s notes: 
The June Issue of the Main Line is 
slightly late and there have been no new 
videos on the Simmons YouTube 
channel for several reasons. 
 
 
 

First, after returning the WKR layout from the Garden 
City Train Show in March, we looked back on the 
show and remembered that we had great difficulty in 
keeping trains running on the inner two lines. After 
researching the issue, it was discovered that we had 
suffered numerous track gauge issues. In some cases, 

the track gauge widened and in others it shrank. The difference was measured in thousands of 
an inch, but it was enough to derail the train. Since the ends of the rails are soldered in-place at 
the ends of each section, if the rail expanded, it had to go somewhere by bulging. So we are 
endeavoring to go through the two inner lines with track gauges and repairing all the bad spots. 
So, this explains the lack of videos on the YouTube channel. 
 
 
 
 
Next item on the Hit Parade was my home computer. 
Being almost ten years old, I got a lot of service from 
it, and recently it developed a flaw in the graphics 
card which caused the monitor to go blank for 
increasing intervals. As it happened, we had to travel 
to Scott City and stopped at Sam’s Club on the way 
home. They had a solid-state computer system for a 
reasonable price which solved the problem. So, for the 
past couple of weeks, I have been learning the new computer, and re-loading programs to get 
back to normal. Fortunately, I store all important files on an external drive. Hopefully, we’ll 
have everything sorted out in a couple of weeks. 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://nscalemagazine.com/ 

 
(Page 3) 

https://nscalemagazine.com/


The purpose of the Union Pacific Historical Society is to gather, preserve, and disseminate historical photos, 
documents, and information relating to the employees, management, equipment, facilities, traffic, and 
operations of the Union Pacific Railroad including its predecessor and subsidiary lines for the benefit of our 
members and the public. 

 
The UPHS publishes The Streamliner, a professionally produced and beautifully 
illustrated quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historians and other 
experts on all aspects of Union Pacific Railroad operations, traffic, management, 
equipment, and facilities. 
 
In addition, the UPHS publishes books relating 
Union Pacific’s rich history. Our most recent book is 
Jeff Asay’s Union Pacific Northwest, tracing the 
history of UP in Oregon, Washington, and Northern 
Idaho. We also have published a history of the early 
streamliner era 1934-1941 as well as a 

comprehensive series of prototype photo books of UP steam power. 
 
 
Regular membership:   Both Youth and Regular memberships entitle one to receive four issues of our 
highly acclaimed quarterly magazine, The Streamliner, as well as discounts on selected products in the 
Company Store. 
 
2026 Convention: The annual UPHS convention will be held in Cheyenne, Wyoming commencing on either 
Wednesday August 12 or Thursday August 13 and run through Saturday August 15. It will be held at the Red 
Lion Hotel. See website for details. 
 
 

Check out our renovated website here:  https://uphs.org/ 
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Click here to start shopping today:  https://midwestmodelrr.com/ 
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The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) is to 
discuss, develop and disseminate ways of operating model railroads to 
realistically emulate practices of the prototype. This includes sharing 
information on various methods of generating and controlling traffic to heighten 
the feeling that our models are an active and integral part of the national rail 
transportation network, serving shippers and consignees throughout the nation. 
We also discuss and communicate information about the methods and 
procedures used by the real railroads and ways of most practically and 
realistically adapting them to the model world. 
 

We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which in 
addition to containing articles and information on railroad operations 
(both prototype and model), contains listings of operating layouts, 
sessions, and events that members are invited to attend. In addition, the 
OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for publicizing regional 
operating events and meetings, where layouts are open for guest 
operations.  
 
 
We also have a Facebook page and send out the Second Section email newsletter on a regular basis.  

Membership Includes: Four quarterly issues of The Dispatcher's Office, our operations-
focused publication. The Dispatcher's Office is available as either a digital download or a 
mailed printed copy. As a print subscriber, you'll also get access to the digital copy. In addition, 
all members have complete access to 30+ years of our digital back catalog at no additional 
charge as long as they remain members of the OpSIG.  

Other member services available through the OpSIG.org members-only section of the website 
include a membership directory, event calendar, and a railroad directory to help promote your 
railroad and your operating sessions.  

Click here for the OPSIG website:  https://www.opsig.org/ 
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There’s a NEW social media outlet dedicated to Model Railroading 
 

And the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA, has a group. 

Train Shows, photos, videos, discussions, and activities of the 
Mid-Continent Region, part of the National Model Railroad Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here for the Mid-Continent Region group on Model Train Media: 
https://modeltrainmedia.com/groups/mid-continent-region-nmra/ 
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  Real Deal   
 
 
 
   May 5, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Both) The lead Westbound loco is BNSF 7132, a GE ES44C4. BNSF is the primary operator of 
the ES44C4, having purchased over 1,200 units. The GE ES44C4 is a 4,400-horsepower diesel-
electric locomotive built by GE Transportation (now Wabtec) between 2009 and 2020 as part of 
the Evolution Series. It is unique for utilizing only four AC traction motors on a six-axle truck 
setup. We caught this one on a cloudy and cool May 5th. 
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    Real Deal   
 
 

 
   Thursday, May 7th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Above) BNSF 4751 was built in March of 1998 as a GE C44-9W. 
(Below) BNSF 6755 is a GE ES44C4. 

(Below) The local remote controlled yard switchers at rest. 
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  Real Deal   
 
 

(This Page) Some BNSF horsepower waiting for their next assignment. 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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Check out the NMRA website to find out how YOU 
can get impressive discounts by being a NMRA member: 

https://www.nmra.org/ 
 
 

Check out the Mid-Continent Region website as well: 
https://www.mcor-nmra.org/ 

 

 
MCoR includes the southern half of the state of Iowa, portions of Illinois, and the entire 
states of Arkansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska. Since 1990, the MCoR 
leadership has fostered a strong program of developing local divisions with the purpose of 
bringing the potential for NMRA activity and involvement to a community near you. 
From only two divisions in 1990 located in metropolitan areas, MCoR now has well over a 
dozen divisions and over 900 members. 
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NRail is the organization promoting N-Scale model railroading including: NTrak, T-TRAK, 
FreeMoN, Club Layouts, Home Layouts, or collectors! If it's N-Scale, you're in the right 
place! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZoomTrak: 
In September of 2020, NRail started ZoomTRAK meetings with the membership. These monthly hour-long get-
togethers include short how-tos, vendor announcements and more in-depth clinics. Meeting links are sent out to 
members only before the meeting, including the morning of the meeting. Past episodes are available online in 
the ZoomTRAK Library. 
 
 

Click this link for the Nrail website:  https://nrail.org/ 
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The Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society is an independent non-profit corporation 
devoted to preserving, studying, and sharing information about the former Santa Fe Railway. 

 
The Society and its predecessors have been publishing information about 
the Santa Fe since 1969. The Society offers exceptional publications on 
the history and modeling of the Santa Fe. From its flagship quarterly 
magazine, The Warbonnet, to its comprehensive books on history, motive 
power, rolling stock and modeling, the Society is the definitive and 
authoritative source on all things Santa Fe. 

                     Membership Benefits 

Regular members receive the Society’s quarterly magazine, The Warbonnet, the quarterly newsletter, 
Running Extra, and receive a 20% discount on most Society publications and offerings. They also receive 
access to the Members’ Only area of the website, which contains hundreds of documents about the Santa Fe. 

Modeler’s Resources 

Modeler’s resources available from the Society include model and product reviews, modeling articles, a series 
of painting and lettering guides for modelers, and a wide range of reference series books (freight, passenger) 
and photographs from archival collections. 

Click here for the SFRHMS website:  https://sfrhms.org/ 
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              Hello, We’re David & Debby 
 
I am David Zucker who, along with my wife Debby, started 
our hobby store business in 2000. It has been a lifelong 
dream to own my own model railroad hobby store. We 
have grown from a 5’ x 10’ x 6’ trailer to a store and a  
website. We still love doing the weekend “train shows” and 
we travel throughout the Midwest. 
 

 

Spring Creek Model Trains 25th Anniversary 
Kadee HO-scale PS-2, 2-bay Covered Hopper 

Spring Creek Model Trains 
offers exclusive Kadee 2 Bay 
covered hopper celebrating our 
25th year. This model comes in 
one road number.  

 
 

Mark your calendars: 
HO-scale Free-Mo weekend – Deshler, NE. – September 19th & 20th 2026 
 

Click here to start shopping today: 
https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 

Back in March, Sylvester Rodriquez of Garden city displayed his coal flood loader N-scale layout. 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 

Sylvester Rodriquez of Garden City 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 

Sylvester Rodriquez of Garden City 

 
 
 

 
Watch the video here:                       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uohjDXmJA54&pp=0gcJCSgLAYcqIYzv 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 

Wrapping up our coverage of the 2026 Garden City Train Show hosted by the Boot Hill Model Railroad Club is 
the Western Kansas Rails N-scale layout displayed by the Western Kansas Division of the NMRA. 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thanks to all the participants and guests for making the 
Show a success! 
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The June 2026 digital magazine is now out! 
 

Click here to start reading today:  
https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/ 
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                          FaceBook 
                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow the action of the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA on their Facebook 
Page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 

 
 
Keep tabs on the activities of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA on their Facebook 
Page:   https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
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Click here to start reading today: 
https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
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Free-mo was developed with the 
idea that a set of standards 
focusing mainly on module 
endplates would enable faithful 
modeling of prototype trackplans 
and operations in a modular 
environment. The length and track 
configuration of a Free-mo module 
or module set is up to the modeler. 
Free-mo takes the boredom out of 
running trains monotonously 
around a double or even a triple 
track mainline. 

 

Contact the Southern Kansas Free-Mo group on their website: 
https://trainweb.us/freemosoks/ 

 
Or their Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/275439299189284/ 
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        Freemo modules and kits 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RMTS is now offering complete Free-moN kits including track, 
roadbed, wiring, all woodwork, and legs. 

 

https://nscalesupply.com/ 
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WKR Update 
Something must have happened between the time we 
tore down the WKR layout and set-up in Garden City 
as the track issues started there. Perhaps the layout 
became colder than I thought while in the shop, or 
simply cold enough. During the train show we were 
constantly chasing gremlins on the middle line. 
 
Upon returning home, we set the layout up and the 
issues continued. Using test cars and track gauges we 
discovered the track had shifted gauge in numerous 
places, but only on the middle line. 
 

(Right) A close look at one 
offending joint between 
sections. You can see we took 
some time resoldering the one 
rail to make the gauge closer. 
The train wheels (metal) were 
falling into the gap causing 
derailments. 
 Lessons learned: When we 
installed the track twelve 
years ago, the ends of the 
track at the section ends were 
all soldered preventing 
displacement, but only at the 
ends so when the rails expanded for any reason, there was nowhere to go except to bulge. Looking back, (hind- 
sight is 20/20) we should have made expansion cuts in each rail with power jumpers around the open break. We 
may have to retroactively do this and it’s a lot harder because of the completed scenery. 

 
(Left) In May the Purchasing Department came across some new diecast N-scale vehicles 
and acquired a few for added details on the layout. 
 
(Right) One of the models purchased was this 1978 
Mercury Capri III.  I insisted on this one as in 1976 I 
purchased a Mercury Capri II which looked like this 
as it was also all white. It was a great little sports car. 
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WKR Update 
Also in May, the Purchasing 
Department added to the 
plastic pellet covered hopper 
fleet with four new units from 
Atlas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(Left) According 
to the WKR Rules 
and Regulations, 
all four 
newcomers were 
stripped of their 
trucks. The Car 
Department then 
swung into action 
by adding the 
necessary number 
of fishing weights 
glued in place 
with Tacky Glue. 
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WKR Update 

(Above) All four cars were reequipped with appropriate Micro-Trains trucks which had the coupler pockets 
color matched to the body color to simulate body mounted couplers. Each truck was then supplied with ESM 
(Eastern Seaboard Models) metal wheel sets painted with a dark brown rust color while the couplers got a 
medium rust shade. 
 
 
(Right) While visiting N Scale 
Supply’s website, we came across a 
pair of used Missouri Pacific F-7s 
and although only DC with no sound 
we had to add them to the fleet. 
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WKR Update 
(Left) In May a pre-order 
came in for the Atlas Gold 
ALCO FA-1s. We added two 
A-B-B-A sets and these all 
have DCC and sound. 
 
The Motive Power 
Department added some 
shading to the radiator grills 
and touched up the couplers 
with medium rust color. These 
are too old for our modern-day 
operations but can be used for 
excursion trains. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As noted earlier in the Editor’s Notes, a new 
computer was purchased. Although all important 
files are stored on an external drive, we had to 
spend some time reestablishing the base software 
including Media Player and transferring all our 
favorite music files, MS Office 365 which had 
some changes, and of course Decoder Pro (Right). 
It took time to reload the commonly used locos 
and read each decoder info into the program. 
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The Friends of the Burlington 
Northern Railroad (FOBNR) 
historical society was chartered to 
gather, preserve, and share 
information about the history and 
the current operations of the 
Burlington Northern Railroad. The 
group began with members 
absorbed by the Burlington 
Northern Historical Society and is 
interested in studying the history of 
the Burlington Northern Railroad. 
In 1996, following the merger 
between Burlington Northern and 
Santa Fe, the group voted to follow 

the Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the present. Then in 2018 we added 
coverage of the Montana Rail Link. 
 
The Group’s quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of the 
organization that shares news about the group’s activities, BN historical 
data, and current operations of the railroad. It is currently a 30+ page all-
color publication and will grow even larger as the Society grows and more 
members contribute more information. 

FOBNR 2026 Convention 
Gillette, Wyoming to Alliance, Nebraska 
June 25-27, 2026 
The FOBNR board of directors has decided to hold a no-cost, mostly railfanning mini-meet this year and 
return to a full-blown convention in 2027. It will be free to attend, but there will be a limited agenda (no guest 
speaker, auction, etc.) with a few attractions along the way.  

Make your own personal FOBNR ACF covered 
hopper car with these decals. Each set makes 
one car. The decals are available in HO and N 
scales and can be ordered from our company 
store. 
 
Click here for the FOBNR website: 
https://fobnr.org/ 
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Click here to order your copy: 
https://www.opsig.org/About/Merchandise 
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Click here to start reading today: 
https://www.trains.com/mrr/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
(Page 36) 

https://www.trains.com/mrr/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Free-mo is a modular scale railroading standard designed for individual modelers that specifies bench work, 
track work, scenery, and digital control intended to raise-the-bar for scale modular railroading in general and, in 
this case, for N scale modular railroading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click this link to find out more today:  http://free-mon.net/ 
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MCoR 2026 Convention 
July 23-25, 2026 

Gateway Convention Center, Collinsville, IL 
 

Location: Doubletree by Hilton 
 
We have a special rate for the Convention with 
the Double Tree by Hilton for $118 plus tax per 
night. The hotel is located just across the street 
from the Convention Center and in easy walking 
distance. We also have a special $8 breakfast deal 
with the hotel. Just use the link on the right to 
make your reservation online and it takes you 
directly to the MCoR room rate. 
 

 

This year’s convention is a joint convention with the RPM Meet! 
One registration gets you into ALL the RPM events and the MCoR events including 

our Contest and Saturday Night Banquet! 
 
There will be lots of vendors at the Collinsville Convention Center ready to sell you all the part items you are 
looking for! There will be clinics and contests. 
 
 

For more information and to register, click this link: 
 

https://www.mcor-nmra.org/Conventions/ 
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Date Book 
 

June 
13th & 14th Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo           Hutchinson, KS. 
Sat & Sun  https://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html 
 
 

July 
24th & 25th  St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet                                                       St. Louis, MO. 
Sat & Sun        https://www.stlrpm.com/schedule 
 

August 
7th – 9th  North Platte Model Train Show                      North Platte, NE. 
Fri – Sun https://dakotasoutheastern.org/event/north-platte-rail-days/ 
 
 

September 
11th & 12th  Ozarks Model Railroad Association Train Show                                Springfield, MO. 
Sat & Sun  https://trainshows.net/event/1426/ozarks-model-railroad-association-train-show 
 
 

November 
14th & 15th  49th Annual OKC Train Show                            Oklahoma City, OK. 
Sat & Sun  https://www.okctrainshow.com/ 
 
 

December 
12th & 13th  Festival of Trains                                 Wichita, KS. 
Sat & Sun https://www.festoftrains.com/ 
 
 
 
 

(Page 42) 

 
 

https://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html
https://www.stlrpm.com/schedule
https://dakotasoutheastern.org/event/north-platte-rail-days/
https://trainshows.net/event/1426/ozarks-model-railroad-association-train-show
https://www.okctrainshow.com/
https://www.festoftrains.com/


 
 
 
 
 

The Main Line 
Publisher & Editor: Robert A. Simmons 

The newsletter of the Western Kansas Division is published monthly for no charge by Robert A. Simmons, Division Superintendent / Director 
Copyright 2026, by Robert A. Simmons, all rights reserved. 
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