


On The Cover:
After returning from the Wichita Train Show and/hry to sit-out the Garden City Show at the last

minute, the WKR crew decided to inspect the sestanmd found quite a bit of “battle damage” whicleaed
repairs, details inside...
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Divisions and Areas Resources Ask an Expen! Operauon Lifesaver

Welcome to the Mid-Continent Region of

the National Model Railroad Association

A 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, MCoR indudes the southern half of
the state of Iowa, portions of Ilinois, and the entire states of Arkansas, Oklahoma,
Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. Since 1990, MCoR's leadership has fostered a strong
program of developing local divisions with the purpose of bringing the potential for
NMRA activity and involvement to a community near you. From only two divisions in
1990 located in metropolitan areas, MCoR now has well over a dozen divisions and
over 900 members.




TheFriends of the Burlington

Northern Railroad (FOBNR)

historical society was chartered to

gather, preserve, and share

information about the history and

- the current operations of the

Burlington Northern Railroad.

In 1996, following the merger

| between Burlington Northern and

| Santa Fe, the group voted to follow
- : 2P ) | the Burlington Northern from 1970

to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the present Then in 2018 we added covehmg®lontana Rail Link.

FOBNR 2024 CO nve ntion : Membership is for one full year.

0 All members get 4 issues ®he BN Expediteour
quarterly magazine
Grand Hotel : Regular andyouth members can buy our annual
BN calendar for $2 off the regular price.
. : Sustainingmembers are acknowledged by name in
M IﬂOt, North Dakota every issue ofThe BN Expediteand get our annual BN

calendar free.

June 19-22,2024

The BN

xpediter

The Group’s quarterly publicatiomhe BN Expediter,s the voice of the organization

that shares news about the group’s activities, BN historical a@atbcurrent operations
of the railroad. It is currently a 30+ page all-color publication aiicgrow even larger

as the society grows and more members contribute more information.

Click here for thFOBNR website: https://fobnr.ora/

For the FOBNR Facebook page, click this lirkips://www.facebook.com/fobnr
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( A Complete Source for your 1:150th
) Scale Scale Model Railroading Products

Supply

Equipment

We want to buy your stuff!

M Scale Supply is looking to buy collections,
large and small, or just extra stuff you may have

click for
more details

https://www.nscalesupply.com/nscalesupply.html

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
TRAIN SUPPLY

COLORADO - 1997

STORE HOURS

MONDAY 10AM-6PM
TUESDAY 10AM-6PM
WEDNESDAY 10AM-6PM
THURSDAY  10AM-6PM
FRIDAY 10AM-6PM
SATURDAY  10AM-4PM
SUNDAY CLOSED

https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/
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April 2024 MRH

The new magazine was released ten days ago
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Apprentice with savvy modalers

Apprentice with savwy modalars

oaFTTvE Enemon

Buy full downloadable eBook (6 articles, 97

pgs, all meat: no ads) for just $2.99 Walthers Cornerstone PRR
'flat roof' tower ...

Click here to start reading todaitps://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/
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The principal purpose of th@perations Special Interest Group (OPSIG)s to discuss,
develop and disseminate ways of operating model railroads to redliysémulate practices
of the prototype. This includes sharing information on various methagnefating and
controlling traffic to heighten the feeling that our models are aweaand integral part of
the national rail transportation network, serving shippers and consithreeighout the
nation. We also discuss and communicate information about the mettibgdsoaedures
used by the real railroads and ways of most practically andtiesllis adapting them to the
model world.

)Dispatcher’s

We publish a quarterly magazirkhe Dispatcher's Officewhich in addition to containing [ - VHice
articles and information on railroad operations (both prototype and modetgins listings s
of operating layouts, sessions, and events that members are io\ateeht]. Back issues arjd 5717y
available. o LMR
i

In addition, the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse focipugliregional operating fi
events and meetings, where layouts are open for guest operations.

Operations SIG

3.4K likes « 3.9K followers

. = “;‘ﬁ" =) 20 ¥ (~WVECENEN o Liked Q) Search
SPgCiIp- 8 (. .

Click this link for the OPSIG Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG
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) aratd SLAND EXPRED

2024 MID CONTINENT REGIONAL ANNUAL CONVENTION
Hosted by

Platte Valley Division
June 13-15, 2024

Ramada Midtown Conference Center
2503 S Locust Street
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801
(308) 385-1330

Send Completed Registration Form & Payment to:
Whit Johnson, Registrar

1117 E. 16" Street South

Newton, lowa 50208

steam2856@gmail.com

Make check payable to:

(MCoR) Mid-Continent Region of NMRA
Information: Whit Johnson, Registrar at email or
telephone, evenings only please, cell (815)342-0301

Ask for MCoR Group Rate,
$147.00, includes breakfast
To register on line:




It’s easy as 1-2-3
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Clarence Matthews Photo

Clarence Matthews writes: “Good Morning! As | get moving this mragni see we are in for a beautiful spring day in the
heartland! Yesterday was a great day trackside as Charllevantlired out into the wilds of Western Missouri along the
BNSF Marceline Sub. A beautiful spring day under very sunny sKieanks Charlie for the ride and conversation and

memories.”

]‘]

adnce Métthews Photdg

ace Matthews Phoz

Thank You, Clarence!
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Jerry Bruce Photo

The Buffalo & Pittsburg 3318 started life as an EMD SD40-2 builisisn Pacific 3805 in November 1980. Along the
line it was rebuilt to dash-3 standards and was also known as 8268 RCPE 6406, ICE 6406, and now BBRR 3318.

)
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The Utah 5001 is a Morrison-Knutson MK-50-3 and was built in August of 49®buthern Pacific 501.
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Jerry Bruce Photo

6 + 768 +9 &+ 0 *4< =

Jerry Bruce Photo

Jerry Bruce Photo

Jerry Bruce Photo
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After spotting this former BN SD40-2, Jerry decided
to make a N-scale version (Right).
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N-Scaleis a bi-monthly magazine devoted exclusively teddle modeling,
detailing, electronics, N'Spiration photos, laygstenery, photography,
scratchbuilding, painting and weathering, operatiimgamas and more.

Click here to start reading today:
https://www.nscalemagazine.com/index.html
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Follow the fun on th&lid-Continent Region FacebookPage:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077

Follow the antics of thgVestern Kansas Divisionon theirFacebookpage:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10006464148%39

(Page 13)



To promote, stimulate, foster and encourage by all legal mannereargsitne gathering, cataloging, preserving and
making available to the general public for viewing, education and obseatual documents, equipment, photographs of
equipment or structures, and any other data available concerningttng arsl heritage of Tha&tchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railway CompanyIncorporated and such predecessor, partnership, subsidiary, assucmganizations of
that Company as history may disclose.

The Society and its predecessors have been publishing information ab®ahtad-e since
1969. The Society offers exceptional publications on the history andingpdéthe Santa
Fe. From its flagship quarterly magaziiiée Warbonnetto its comprehensive books on
history, motive power, rolling stock and modeling, the Societiygsdefinitive and
authoritative source on all things Santa Fe.

Click here for the(SFRHMS website: https://sfrhms.org/

For theSFRHMS Facebook page, click heréitps://www.facebook.com/SERHMS
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The latest in HO scale modular model railroading

Free-mowas developed with the idea that a set of standards focusing on modiplates
would enable faithful modeling of prototype track plans and operations odalan
environment. The length and track configuration of a Free-mo module aienset is up to the
modeler. Free-mo takes the boredom out of running trains monotonously ardounbole or
even a triple track mainline.

With Free-mo, less is more.

Free-mo is not a club or even an organization. Free-mo is aseandfrds for building
Prototype Model Train Modules.

Some clubs have adopted the Free-mo Standard as their club moduledst@titer groups
have published their own Standards based off the Free-mo Standard.r8@m®py of the
standards posted here, others have added more to their standards; saheirgstandards still
meet the Free-mo standards they are still Free-mo.

Click here to find out more about Free-mo: http://www.free-mo.org/
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Click here to start reading today: https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/
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Founded in 1984JPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving anhsharhistory of the
Union Pacific Railroad. As of the beginning of 2016, the Society Ihastd , 900 members. Historians, railfans,
employees, and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchlessod@omeate and in-depth material concerning
historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock andifaes of the Union Pacific and predecessor companies.
Railroad employees, managers, and retirees are welcome.

Publications: The UPHS publisheBhe Streamliner a professionally produced and beautifully
illustrated quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historeamd other experts on all aspects
of Union Pacific Railroad operations, traffic, management, eqgmpnand facilities.

In addition to our journal, the UPHS publishes books relating Unioffi€scich history of

traffic, operations, motive power, and rolling stock. Our mostiebook is Jeff Asay’s/nion
Pacific Northwesttracing the history of UP in Oregon, Washington, and Northern I¢fdd@lso
have published a history of the early streamliner era 1934-1941 lessveetomprehensive series
of prototype photo books of UP steam power.

( Regular membership Regular memberships entitle one to receive four issues dighly acclaimed
guarterly magazinghe Streamliner Theas well as discounts on selected products in the Company Store

We plan to hold ane-day on-line conventiorthis summer, date, and registration details yet to be detedmi
and to be announced later. Hopefully, all the clinic presentatiotmd/i@lanned for the Perris convention will
be included in the on-line event.

For the UPHS website, click here:https://uphs.org/

The Facebook page of the UPHS is found heréittps://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069786331658
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Click here to start reading today: https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/magazine/custometeqin/
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TheChicago & North Western Historical Societywas founded in 1973 by Joe Follmar and a group of Midwestern
railfans interested in the C&NW, along with its predecessor aockssor roads. These roads include the Chicago, St.
Paul Minneapolis & Omaha; the Minneapolis & St. Louis; the @Qudareat Western; the Litchfield & Madison; the Fort
Dodge, Des Moines & Southern; the Des Moines & Central lowa; angt mare. The Society’s purpose is to collect,
circulate and preserve the history of the C&NW and its predecasd®uccessor lines; to create and publish a magazine;
and to promote fellowship among C&NW fans and Society Members.

North Western Lineds a quarterly publication, which began in early 1974 as a seven-page
mimeographed issue, totaling 85 copies. Today it is considered dmekmier historical
publications. Each issue contains current news, feature artigdsto section, and a combination of
rosters, technical information, maps, schedules, and modeling irtionmdepending on the make-
up of that issue. A one-year subscription comes with a memberstdpnAmbers are welcome to
submit news items and articles.

Join Us!

Your Chicago & North Western Historical Society membership gmisquick access to the latest publication of our great
North Western Lines magazine which we publish four times eachlgesddition, on our website for modelers we
publish our CNWHS Modeler which features great modeling ideaprafeLts. You also get discounts on some items in
our Company Store such as calendars.

For the CNWHS website, click here: https://cnwhs.ora/wpl/
Click this link for the CNWHS Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/cnwhs
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Click here to start shopping: hitps://midwestmodelrr.com/
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View & subscribe to the Western Kansas Division (Roert Simmons) channel!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ul3C6RHvOgY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcSOAENZOww

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SK406tCJBGo
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This year, the WKR N-scale layout was fortunate to
travel to and patrticipate in the Train Shows in
McPherson and Wichita, Kansas.

The only down-side was this year the layout took a
bunch of “battle damage” due to set-up, tear-down,
unpacking, packing, and handling.

Since the sections are made from %z-inch plywood, the
main damage was a delamination on the plywood and
then a chunk would be missing fostering further
damage in the future.

The solution was “Fiberpaper.” What? It's similar to
fiberglass, but instead of using glass fiber mat saturated
with resin, we use paper towel saturated with wood
glue (which is a type of resin). (Left) On the bottom
corner of this section, a chunk was knocked-off. The
first step of the repair was to coat the damaged area
with wood glue. Then paper towel was cut into thin

strips, then one end was applied to one end of the hole and pushed gitethepon reaching the other end, the towel
was laid down in the opposite direction to the edge. More gluapm@ed on each layer, se we went back and forth with
layers of towel until the hole was filled. We made suretarate all the paper towel with glue. Afinal, single, layas
placed over the plug and more glue applied. Upon drying fully, it t dsa rock.

(Above both) Two bottom edge repairs.

(Left) a significant corner repair.
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Free-moN

N Scale Free-mo

Free-mo is a modular scale railroading standard designed for indiviahakglers that specifies bench work,
track work, scenery and digital control intendedaise-the-barfor scale modular railroading in general and, in
this case, for N scale modular railroading.

The standard promotes, and even forces, prototypical appearance, atidiapéry using a single or double
tracked mainline running roughly through the middle of the scenery resuitprototypical point-to-point or
loop-to-loop configurations and operation.

Click here for the Free-moN website: http://free-mon.net/

For the Free-moN Facebook page, click herehttps://www.facebook.com/FreemoN.net
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...NEWS FLASH...

WAUKESHA, Wis. —Trains Magazine, the company’s other rail magazines, and Trains.coamaigy assets
that have been sold by Kalmbach Media to Chattanooga, Tenn.-basedvAirdtedia, the two companies
have announced today (May 1).

Other Kalmbach titles involved in the transaction@la&ssic TrainsModel RailroadeyClassic Toy Trains
FineScale ModelerandAstronomy as well as Kalmbach’s online stores.

The publications involved will continue to be based in Wisconsin.

Firecrown Medisowns a wide range of transportation brands including Flying, Planeo& Bdating,
Yachting, and the supply chain site FreightWaves.

Kalmbach employees were informed of the sale this morning and toleshtish employees working on the
brands will be offered positions with Firecrown after screeniragmiach CEO Dan Hickey called it “a
difficult day in our storied history” in an email announcing the.sale

“With the acquisition, Firecrown plans to invest significantlyfmins business editorial coverage, increasing
the cadence and depth of coverage of the rail industry. FreightWaves, Einecrown’s brands, provides a
playbook to help achieve this.”

Fuller and other members of the Firecrown staff met wéff stembers who will be making the transition to

the new ownership this afternoon. A 60-day transition period is plannétefaragazines and other properties.
More information on Firecrown’s plans and what they mean for emplayekeseaders will be forthcoming.
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New Exclusive Products...

Click here to shop the SCMT website:https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/

For the Facebook page of SCMT, click herehttps://www.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains
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TheKaty Railroad Historical Society, a non-profit organization, was formed in Parsons, Kansas, ab&d, 1977,
with a nucleus of 43 charter members. The purpose of the sodietlgriag together in close association those persons
who have a common interest in the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Rhiknawn to many as the Katy. The increase of
knowledge of and fostering of goodwill towards the M-K-T Railroad anmembers and the public. The promotion of
good fellowship among the members through ethical social functions folredbeneficial, educational, and morally
wholesome to those interested in the Katy Railroad.

KRHS Katy Flyer Magazines and Calendars
feature many rare and historic photographs of
the Katy Railroad that are great for collecting
and research.

Katy Flyer Membership

4 |ssues of th&aty FlyerMagazine

- Annual Member Directory

Click here for the KRHS website: https://katyrailroad.org/

For the KRHS Facebook page, click herehttps://www.facebook.com/katyrailroad
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lst & 2nd
Sat & Sun

13"
Saturday

21st—27h
Sun — Sat

2nd _ 4h
Fri — Sun

Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo Hutchinson, KS.
http://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html

Heartland Toy Train Show Stillwater, OK
https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/

Lionel Operating Train Society Annual Convention Lawrence, KS.
https://lots-trains.org/

North Platte Rail Days Train Show North Platte, NE.
https://www.visitnorthplatte.com/events/annual-events-festival$inpdtte-rail-days/

Follow the Western Kansas Division on MeWe:https://mewe.com/westernkansasdiv/feed
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On The Back Cover:

After completing repairs on the structure of the WKR N-s@feut, the layout was reassembled, structures placed, cars
placed at the industries, and now the first trains are assgm@ubewaiting for motive power in the yards to re-start
operations.
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