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On The Cover: 
 After returning from the Wichita Train Show and having to sit-out the Garden City Show at the last 
minute, the WKR crew decided to inspect the sections and found quite a bit of “battle damage” which needed 
repairs, details inside…  
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The Friends of the Burlington 
Northern Railroad (FOBNR) 
historical society was chartered to 
gather, preserve, and share 
information about the history and 
the current operations of the 
Burlington Northern Railroad.  
In 1996, following the merger 
between Burlington Northern and 
Santa Fe, the group voted to follow 
the Burlington Northern from 1970 

to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the present. Then in 2018 we added coverage of the Montana Rail Link. 
 

·  Membership is for one full year. 
o All members get 4 issues of The BN Expediter, our     
quarterly magazine. 
·  Regular and youth members can buy our annual 
BN calendar for $2 off the regular price. 
·  Sustaining members are acknowledged by name in 
every issue of The BN Expediter and get our annual BN 
calendar free. 

 
 
 
The Group’s quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of the organization 
that shares news about the group’s activities, BN historical data, and current operations 
of the railroad. It is currently a 30+ page all-color publication and will grow even larger 
as the society grows and more members contribute more information. 
 
 
 
 

Click here for the FOBNR website:  https://fobnr.org/  
 

For the FOBNR Facebook page, click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/fobnr 
 
 

 
(Page 2) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nscalesupply.com/nscalesupply.html 
 

 

 
 
 

 

https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) is to discuss, 
develop and disseminate ways of operating model railroads to realistically emulate practices 
of the prototype. This includes sharing information on various methods of generating and 
controlling traffic to heighten the feeling that our models are an active and integral part of 
the national rail transportation network, serving shippers and consignees throughout the 
nation. We also discuss and communicate information about the methods and procedures 
used by the real railroads and ways of most practically and realistically adapting them to the 
model world. 
 

 
We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which in addition to containing 
articles and information on railroad operations (both prototype and model), contains listings 
of operating layouts, sessions, and events that members are invited to attend. Back issues are 
available. 
 
In addition, the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for publicizing regional operating 
events and meetings, where layouts are open for guest operations.  
 
 
 

Click this link for the OPSIG website:  https://www.opsig.org/ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Click this link for the OPSIG Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG 
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   Clarence Matthews Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clarence Matthews writes: “Good Morning! As I get moving this morning, I see we are in for a beautiful spring day in the 
heartland!   Yesterday was a great day trackside as Charlie and I ventured out into the wilds of Western Missouri along the 
BNSF Marceline Sub.  A beautiful spring day under very sunny skies.  Thanks Charlie for the ride and conversation and 
memories.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                               Clarence Matthews Photo 
                                                                                                                                                       Clarence Matthews Photo 
Thank You, Clarence! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                              Clarence Matthews Photo 
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                           Jerry Bruce Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buffalo & Pittsburg 3318 started life as an EMD SD40-2 built as Union Pacific 3805 in November 1980.  Along the 
line it was rebuilt to dash-3 standards and was also known as AZER 3469, RCPE 6406, ICE 6406, and now BBRR 3318. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                            Jerry Bruce Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Utah 5001 is a Morrison-Knutson MK-50-3 and was built in August of 1994 as Southern Pacific 501. 
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Jerry Bruce Photo 
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   Jerry Bruce Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                 Jerry Bruce Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Jerry Bruce Photo 
 
 
 

 
(Page 10) 



����������
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Jerry Bruce Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
      After spotting this former BN SD40-2, Jerry decided                                                            Jerry Bruce Photo                                                                                                            
to make a N-scale version (Right).ruce Photo 
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N-Scale is a bi-monthly magazine devoted exclusively to N scale modeling, 
detailing, electronics, N'Spiration photos, layouts, scenery, photography, 
scratchbuilding, painting and weathering, operating dioramas and more. 

 

Click here to start reading today: 
https://www.nscalemagazine.com/index.html 
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Follow the fun on the Mid-Continent Region Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Follow the antics of the Western Kansas Division on their Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
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To promote, stimulate, foster and encourage by all legal manner and means the gathering, cataloging, preserving and 
making available to the general public for viewing, education and research, actual documents, equipment, photographs of 
equipment or structures, and any other data available concerning the history and heritage of The Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railway Company, Incorporated and such predecessor, partnership, subsidiary, or successor organizations of 
that Company as history may disclose. 
 
The Society and its predecessors have been publishing information about the Santa Fe since 
1969. The Society offers exceptional publications on the history and modeling of the Santa 
Fe. From its flagship quarterly magazine, The Warbonnet, to its comprehensive books on 
history, motive power, rolling stock and modeling, the Society is the definitive and 
authoritative source on all things Santa Fe. 

 
 
 

 

Click here for the SFRHMS website:  https://sfrhms.org/ 
 

For the SFRHMS Facebook page, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/SFRHMS 
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The latest in HO scale modular model railroading 
 

Free-mo was developed with the idea that a set of standards focusing on module endplates 
would enable faithful modeling of prototype track plans and operations in a modular 
environment. The length and track configuration of a Free-mo module or module set is up to the 
modeler. Free-mo takes the boredom out of running trains monotonously around a double or 
even a triple track mainline.  
 

With Free-mo, less is more. 

Free-mo is not a club or even an organization. Free-mo is a set of standards for building 
Prototype Model Train Modules.  

Some clubs have adopted the Free-mo Standard as their club module standard. Other groups 
have published their own Standards based off the Free-mo Standard. Some are a copy of the 
standards posted here, others have added more to their standards; so long as their standards still 
meet the Free-mo standards they are still Free-mo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to find out more about Free-mo:  http://www.free-mo.org/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
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Founded in 1984, UPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of the 
Union Pacific Railroad. As of the beginning of 2016, the Society has about 1,900 members. Historians, railfans, 
employees, and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and in-depth material concerning 
historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union Pacific and predecessor companies. 
Railroad employees, managers, and retirees are welcome. 
 

Publications: The UPHS publishes The Streamliner, a professionally produced and beautifully 
illustrated quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historians and other experts on all aspects 
of Union Pacific Railroad operations, traffic, management, equipment, and facilities. 
 
In addition to our journal, the UPHS publishes books relating Union Pacific’s rich history of 
traffic, operations, motive power, and rolling stock. Our most recent book is Jeff Asay’s Union 
Pacific Northwest, tracing the history of UP in Oregon, Washington, and Northern Idaho. We also 
have published a history of the early streamliner era 1934-1941 as well as a comprehensive series 
of prototype photo books of UP steam power. 

 
(   Regular membership -  Regular memberships entitle one to receive four issues of our highly acclaimed 
quarterly magazine, the Streamliner, The as well as discounts on selected products in the Company Store. 
 
We plan to hold a one-day on-line convention this summer, date, and registration details yet to be determined 
and to be announced later. Hopefully, all the clinic presentations we had planned for the Perris convention will 
be included in the on-line event. 
 

For the UPHS website, click here:  https://uphs.org/ 
 

The Facebook page of the UPHS is found here:  https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069786331658 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/magazine/customer-login/ 
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The Chicago & North Western Historical Society was founded in 1973 by Joe Follmar and a group of Midwestern 
railfans interested in the C&NW, along with its predecessor and successor roads. These roads include the Chicago, St. 
Paul Minneapolis & Omaha; the Minneapolis & St. Louis; the Chicago Great Western; the Litchfield & Madison; the Fort 
Dodge, Des Moines & Southern; the Des Moines & Central Iowa; and many more.  The Society’s purpose is to collect, 
circulate and preserve the history of the C&NW and its predecessor and successor lines; to create and publish a magazine; 
and to promote fellowship among C&NW fans and Society Members. 

North Western Lines is a quarterly publication, which began in early 1974 as a seven-page 
mimeographed issue, totaling 85 copies. Today it is considered one of the premier historical 
publications. Each issue contains current news, feature articles, a photo section, and a combination of 
rosters, technical information, maps, schedules, and modeling information, depending on the make-
up of that issue. A one-year subscription comes with a membership. And members are welcome to 
submit news items and articles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us! 
Your Chicago & North Western Historical Society membership gets you quick access to the latest publication of our great 
North Western Lines magazine which we publish four times each year. In addition, on our website for modelers we 
publish our CNWHS Modeler which features great modeling ideas and projects. You also get discounts on some items in 
our Company Store such as calendars. 
 

For the CNWHS website, click here:  https://cnwhs.org/wp1/ 
Click this link for the CNWHS Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/cnwhs 
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Click here to start shopping:  https://midwestmodelrr.com/ 
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View & subscribe to the Western Kansas Division (Robert Simmons) channel! 

 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u13C6RHv0gY 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcSOAENZ0ww 

 

 

 

 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SK4o6tCJBGo 
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This year, the WKR N-scale layout was fortunate to 
travel to and participate in the Train Shows in 
McPherson and Wichita, Kansas.   

The only down-side was this year the layout took a 
bunch of “battle damage” due to set-up, tear-down, 
unpacking, packing, and handling. 

Since the sections are made from ¼-inch plywood, the 
main damage was a delamination on the plywood and 
then a chunk would be missing fostering further 
damage in the future. 

The solution was “Fiberpaper.”   What?  It’s similar to 
fiberglass, but instead of using glass fiber mat saturated 
with resin, we use paper towel saturated with wood 
glue (which is a type of resin).  (Left)  On the bottom 
corner of this section, a chunk was knocked-off.  The 
first step of the repair was to coat the damaged area 
with wood glue.  Then paper towel was cut into thin 

strips, then one end was applied to one end of the hole and pushed into the glue.  Upon reaching the other end, the towel 
was laid down in the opposite direction to the edge.  More glue was applied on each layer, se we went back and forth with 
layers of towel until the hole was filled.  We made sure to saturate all the paper towel with glue.  A final, single, layer was 
placed over the plug and more glue applied.  Upon drying fully, it is hard as a rock. 

(Above both)  Two bottom edge repairs. 

 

 

 

 

(Left)  a significant corner repair. 
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Free-moN 
N Scale Free-mo 

Free-mo is a modular scale railroading standard designed for individual modelers that specifies bench work, 
track work, scenery and digital control intended to raise-the-bar for scale modular railroading in general and, in 
this case, for N scale modular railroading. 

 
The standard promotes, and even forces, prototypical appearance, and operations by using a single or double 
tracked mainline running roughly through the middle of the scenery resulting in prototypical point-to-point or 
loop-to-loop configurations and operation. 
 

Click here for the Free-moN website:  http://free-mon.net/ 
 

For the Free-moN Facebook page, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/FreemoN.net 
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…NEWS FLASH… 
WAUKESHA, Wis. — Trains Magazine, the company’s other rail magazines, and Trains.com are among assets 
that have been sold by Kalmbach Media to Chattanooga, Tenn.-based Firecrown Media, the two companies 
have announced today (May 1). 

Other Kalmbach titles involved in the transaction are Classic Trains, Model Railroader, Classic Toy Trains, 
FineScale Modeler, and Astronomy, as well as Kalmbach’s online stores. 

The publications involved will continue to be based in Wisconsin. 

Firecrown Media owns a wide range of transportation brands including Flying, Plane & Pilot, Boating, 
Yachting, and the supply chain site FreightWaves. 

Kalmbach employees were informed of the sale this morning and told that most employees working on the 
brands will be offered positions with Firecrown after screening. Kalmbach CEO Dan Hickey called it “a 
difficult day in our storied history” in an email announcing the sale. 

“With the acquisition, Firecrown plans to invest significantly in Trains’ business editorial coverage, increasing 
the cadence and depth of coverage of the rail industry. FreightWaves, one of Firecrown’s brands, provides a 
playbook to help achieve this.” 

Fuller and other members of the Firecrown staff met with staff members who will be making the transition to 
the new ownership this afternoon. A 60-day transition period is planned for the magazines and other properties. 
More information on Firecrown’s plans and what they mean for employees and readers will be forthcoming. 
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New Exclusive Products… 

 
 

Click here to shop the SCMT website:  https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 
 

For the Facebook page of SCMT, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains 
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The Katy Railroad Historical Society, a non-profit organization, was formed in Parsons, Kansas, on October 1, 1977, 
with a nucleus of 43 charter members. The purpose of the society is to bring together in close association those persons 
who have a common interest in the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, known to many as the Katy. The increase of 
knowledge of and fostering of goodwill towards the M-K-T Railroad among members and the public. The promotion of 
good fellowship among the members through ethical social functions found to be beneficial, educational, and morally 
wholesome to those interested in the Katy Railroad. 

 

 
KRHS Katy Flyer Magazines and Calendars 
feature many rare and historic photographs of 
the Katy Railroad that are great for collecting 
and research. 
 
 
 

Katy Flyer Membership 

·   4 Issues of the Katy Flyer Magazine 

·   Annual Member Directory 

Click here for the KRHS website:  https://katyrailroad.org/  
 

For the KRHS Facebook page, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/katyrailroad 
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1st & 2nd  Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo               Hutchinson, KS. 
Sat & Sun  http://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html 
 
 
 

����������
13th   Heartland Toy Train Show                     Stillwater, OK 
Saturday https://www.ttos-soonerdiv.org/ 
 
21st – 27th  Lionel Operating Train Society Annual Convention                     Lawrence, KS. 
Sun – Sat https://lots-trains.org/ 
 
 
 

������������
2nd – 4th  North Platte Rail Days Train Show       North Platte, NE. 
Fri – Sun https://www.visitnorthplatte.com/events/annual-events-festivals/north-platte-rail-days/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Follow the Western Kansas Division on MeWe:  https://mewe.com/westernkansasdiv/feed 
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On The Back Cover: 
After completing repairs on the structure of the WKR N-scale layout, the layout was reassembled, structures placed, cars 
placed at the industries, and now the first trains are assembled and waiting for motive power in the yards to re-start 
operations. 
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