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On The Cover: 
On March 14th & 15th, the Boot Hill Model Railroad Club hosted their annual Train Show 

in Garden City, Kansas.  Steve Weidner of Sublette, KS. displayed his On30 layout along 

with many others.          More details inside… 
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Follow the activities of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA on their MeWe page: 

https://mewe.com/westernkansasdiv/feed 
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Trackside Model Railroading Digital Magazine 

 

Click here to start reading today: 

https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/ 
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Micro-Mark has been serving 

makers, crafters, and the DIY 

community since 1928. A third-

generation family-owned 

business, our origin is traced to 

the Scientific Model Airplane 

Company of Newark, New 

Jersey. The company continued 

to grow and evolve, and in 1983, 

the company started the Micro-

Mark Tool and Distribution Center.  

  

Today, Micro-Mark provides unique machinery, tools, and supplies for makers of all 

kinds. With the constant development of new products, we are proud to o-er a full line of 

miniature tools under the name Micro-Make™ Power Tools, a premium paint line under 

Micro-Mark Paint, and many more precision tools for your crafts. 

 

Click here to start shopping:  https://micromark.com/ 
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The Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society (RGM&HS) founded in 2001 is a Colorado non-profit 

corporation whose membership consists of diverse groups of historians, collectors, railfans, photographers, 

modelers and railroad employees who have banded together to share one common interest, the Denver & Rio 

Grande Western Railroad, and its predecessors. The mission is to preserve and disseminate historical 

information about the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad for the benefit of our members and to others. 

 

The RGM&HS publish The Prospector, our professionally produced and beautifully illustrated 

quarterly magazine featuring the finest work of historians and other experts on all aspects of Rio 

Grande Railroad.   

 

 

The Green Light is the society's electronic newsletter delivered eight times a year via e-mail. In 

each issue of the Green Light, we cover Society news, highlighting current operations over 

former Rio Grande territory, and preservation  initiatives.  We also promote our society 

functions, social gatherings, annual conventions, and photo and data archiving. 

 

 

For more information, click this link:   https://rgmhs.org/ 
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Click here to shop today:  https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 
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To get your copy, click here:  https://www.opsig.org/assets/compendium.pdf 
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Real Deal 
 

On April 6th, we swung by the DC Yard while on errands and 

caught an unusual sight, a visitor from Norfolk Southern 

coupled to a string of locos waiting for their next call. 
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Real Deal 

(Above)  Norfolk Southern 4838 is a GE AC44C6M locomotive rebuilt from a Dash 9-44CW by Wabtec 

(formerly GE Transportation) at the Erie, PA plant for Norfolk Southern. It is part of a large modernization 

program converting older DC locomotives to AC traction, enhancing fuel efficiency and reliability. As of mid-

2024, it was delivered as part of a 2024 rebuild series.  

 

(Below)  Built in March of 2005, the 7691 is a GE ES44DC.  The Evolution Series is a line of locomotives 

built by GE Transportation Systems (now owned by Wabtec), initially designed to meet the U.S. EPA's Tier 2 

emissions standards. The line is the direct successor to the GE Dash 9 Series. Evolution Series locomotives are 

equipped with either AC or DC traction motors, depending on the customer's preference. All are powered by the 

GE GEVO engine. 
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Real Deal 

(Above)  Second in the lineup was BNSF 8118, a GE ES44C4.  The GE ES44C4 is a 4,400-horsepower 

locomotive built between 2009 and 2020 as part of the Evolution Series, primarily for BNSF. It is unique for 

using an A1A-A1A wheel arrangement—with unpowered center axles—and only four traction motors, designed 

to reduce maintenance costs while providing similar performance to six-motor units. 

 

 

(Below)  The third unit was BNSF 7875, another GE ES44DC. 
 

 

 

 

(Page 10) 



Real Deal 

                                                                                                                                                 Jerry Bruce Photo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Both) Colorado Pacific 620 is an EMD SD70MAC, ex-BNSF 9832.   In the mid-1990s,  EMD was busy 

designing the SD70MAC, which combined 4,000hp (later models produced 4,300hp) from a 16-cylinder 710 

prime mover and AC traction — a must for high horsepower, six axle locomotives at the time. 

 

The Colorado Pacific is a rail line that runs parallel to Colorado State Highway 96 and connects communities 

in eastern Colorado and Western Kansas. It connects via the Union Pacific or BNSF Railroads. The rail line runs 

from Towner, Colorado to NA Junction, about 27 miles east of Pueblo, and was originally built in the 1880s. 

   Jerry Bruce Photo 
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Real Deal 

 

                                                                                                                                                  Jerry Bruce Photo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Jerry Bruce Photo 
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Free-mo is a modular scale railroading standard designed for individual modelers that specify bench work, 

track work, scenery, and digital control intended to raise-the-bar for scale modular railroading in general and, in 

this case, for N scale modular railroading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for more Free-MoN information:  http://free-mon.net/ 
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NMRA membership has many benefits including. 

up to 45-percent discounts from over 40-companies 

Find out more about NMRA membership here:  https://www.nmra.org/ 
 

Follow the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA on our website:  https://mcor-nmra.org/ 
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MCoR 2026 Convention 

July 23-25, 2026 

Gateway Convention Center, Collinsville, IL 

 

Location:  Doubletree by Hilton 
 

We have a special rate for the Convention with 

the Double Tree by Hilton for $118 plus tax per 

night. The hotel is located just across the street 

from the Convention Center and in easy walking 

distance. We also have a special $8 breakfast deal 

with the hotel. Just use the link on the right to 

make your reservation online and it takes you 

directly to the MCoR room rate. 

 

 

This year’s convention is a joint convention with the RPM Meet! 

One registration gets you into ALL the RPM events and the MCoR events including 

our Contest and Saturday Night Banquet! 
 

There will be lots of vendors at the Collinsville Convention Center ready to sell you all the part items you are 

looking for! There will be clinics and contests. 

 

 

For more information and to register, click this link: 

https://www.mcor-nmra.org/Conventions/ 
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Click here to start reading today: 

https://www.nscalemagazine.com/index.html 
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Click here to start shopping:  https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to check out the Free-Mo modules and components:  https://www.nscalesupply.com/rmm/rmm.html 

 

Click here for N Scale Supply:  https://www.nscalesupply.com/nscalesupply.html 
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WKR Update 

During the weekend of March 14th & 15th the WKR N-scale layout was on display during the Boot Hill Model 

Railroad Club Train Show in Garden City, Kansas.  During the show weekend I suffered two physical injuries 

that have been very hard to come back from, hence the layout has remained in the ambulance for over a month. 

 

Just around the middle of April I did start the unloading, a little bit at a time. 
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WKR Update 
(Left)  Last month we accidentally ripped off the exterior door handle 

on the side door of the ambulance. 

 

(Right)  After contacting Horton, the 

manufacturer of the ambulance box, 

we scored the correct replacement 

parts, now we need to install them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When attending Train Shows, we always try to support the vendors as much as possible.  This gave us the 

opportunity to fill some gaps in the operations fleet with a couple of grain hoppers and two tank cars. 

First up is an Atlas grain hopper marked for ADM.  These types of Atlas cars will need to have the 

trucks/couplers and wheel sets replaced with Micro-Trains trucks/couplers and ESM metal wheel sets. 
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WKR Update 

 

(Above)  The second grain hopper is painted for Cargill. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Below)  Needing to add some more options to the Agridyne tank car fleet, we scored a couple of Atlas tank 

cars marked for edible oils. 
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Midwest Model Railroad makes the hobby more accessible, affordable, and enjoyable for everyone. We always 

focus on operating efficiently and keeping our operating costs low to pass on those savings to you.  Our store 

and distribution center near Kansas City, MO provides the home for our vast inventory of N and HO scale 

model trains and supplies. 

Click here to start shopping today:  

https://midwestmodelrr.com/?srsltid=AfmBOooh7DSe2l0Ab6jTIjVtPLDoRMp4oKJGByDgynhRTgRvv

AoY3NFG 
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The Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad (FOBNR) historical society was chartered to gather, 

preserve, and share information about the history and the current operations of the Burlington Northern 

Railroad. In 1996, following the merger between Burlington Northern and Santa Fe, the group voted to follow 

the Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF from 1995 to the present. Then in 2018 we added 

coverage of the Montana Rail Link. 

The Group’s quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the voice of the 

organization that shares news about the group’s activities, BN historical data, 

and current operations of the railroad. It is currently a 30+ page all-color 

publication and will grow even larger as the society grows and more members 

contribute more information. 

 

                     FOBNR 2026 Convention 

Gillette, Wyoming to Alliance, Nebraska 

June 25 – 27 2026 

The FOBNR board of directors has decided to hold a no-cost, mostly railfanning mini-meet this year and return 

to a full-blown convention in 2027. It will be free to attend, but there will be a limited agenda. 

 

For more details, click here:  https://fobnr.org/ 
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                       In This Issue: 

 

 

 

Click this link to 

start reading today: 
 

https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
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Check out the NEW social media page for Model Railroading 

This site connects modelers from around the world, in all scales, plus scenery, 

operations and more… 
 

 

Of course, the Mid-Continent Region of the NMRA is in the thick of things 

with their own page… 

 

Check out the Mid-Continent Region page for events, 

updates, train show coverage, clinics, pictures, videos and 

more… 

 

Feel free to post your or your group’s activities as well… 

 

 

Click this link: 

https://modeltrainmedia.com/groups/mid-

continent-region-nmra/ 
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NRail is the organization promoting N-Scale model railroading including 

NTrak, T-TRAK, FreeMoN, Club Layouts, Home Layouts, or No Layouts! 

Whatever your pleasure, if it's N-Scale, you're in the right place! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover more about N-Rail here:  https://nrail.org/ 
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The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest Group 

(OPSIG) is to discuss and disseminate ways of operating model railroads 

to realistically emulate practices of the prototype. This includes sharing 

information on various methods of generating and controlling traffic to 

heighten the feeling that our models are an active and integral part of the 

national rail transportation network.   We also discuss and communicate 

information about the methods and procedures used by the real railroads 

and ways of most practically and realistically adapting them to the model 

world. So, if you like to operate the railroad you've created, this is a place 

to learn more and find others with similar interests. 

 

 

We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which in addition to 

containing articles and information on railroad operations (both prototype and model), 

contains listings of operating layouts, sessions, and events that members are invited to 

attend. In addition, the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for publicizing 

regional operating events and meetings, where layouts are open for guest operations.  

  

         Click here for the OPSIG website: 

                    https://www.opsig.org/ 
 

 

Click here for the OPSIG Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
The weekend of March 14th & 15th  the Boot Hill Model Railroad Club hosted their annual Train Show in 

Garden City, Kansas. This is part 2 of a 3-part coverage of the Show. 

 

Steve Weidner of Sublette, Kansas displayed his On30 layout. 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 

 

 

                                   Check out the video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvEIaXMqVA8&pp=0gcJCdMKAYcqIYzv 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
 

 

More from Steve Weidner’s On30 layout… 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
 

Making the trek from Colorado Springs, CO. the Pikes Peak ‘Ngineers displayed 

their N-scale, T-Trak modules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the video tour: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqmVmGaIjSE 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
 

The largest layout and one of the most detailed was the HO-scale Free-Mo 

layout displayed by the Southern Kansas Free-Mo group and others. 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 

 

 

Click here for the video tour: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v__1ODNKnhk 
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Garden City Train Show 2026 
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The Santa Fe Railway 

Historical & Modeling Society 
 

To promote, stimulate, foster and encourage by all 

legal manner and means the gathering, cataloging, 

preserving and making available to the general 

public for viewing, education and research, actual 

documents, equipment, photographs of equipment 

or structures, and any other data available 

concerning the history and heritage of The 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company, 

Incorporated and such predecessor, partnership, 

subsidiary, or successor organizations of that 

Company as history may disclose. 

 

 

 

              2026 ANNUAL CONVENTION  

     THE SRX – and phoenix RPM joint meet 

Convention June 3-4 Extra Fare, 5-7 Convention | RPM Meet June 5-6 

 

 

The Society and its predecessors have been publishing information about the Santa Fe 

since 1969. The Society offers exceptional publications on the history and modeling of 

the Santa Fe. From its flagship quarterly magazine, The Warbonnet, to its 

comprehensive books on history, motive power, rolling stock and modeling, the Society 

is the definitive and authoritative source on all things Santa Fe. 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the SFRH&MS website:  https://sfrhms.org/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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The Southern Kansas Free-mo group is comprised of several model railroaders that are contributing and 

building modules to the U.S. Free-mo Standards. This group is made of modelers with different backgrounds 

who share a common interest in building and operating prototypical models. We are not a club in the typical 

sense, with no officers or dues. Our goal is to recreate what we see in the real world on our models, including 

the modules. 

 

Click here for the SKFM website:  https://trainweb.us/freemosoks/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Click here for the SKFM Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/275439299189284/ 
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                                  Click here for the Mid-Continent Region Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click for the Western Kansas Division Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
 

(Page 41) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Page 42) 



 

 

 
 

(Page 43) 



 

 

(Page 44) 



Date Book 
 

June 
13th & 14th Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo           Hutchinson, KS. 

Sat & Sun  https://www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org/train-show.html 

 

 

July 
24th & 25th  St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet                                                       St. Louis, MO. 

Sat & Sun        https://www.stlrpm.com/schedule 

 

August 
7th – 9th  North Platte Model Train Show                      North Platte, NE. 

Fri – Sun https://dakotasoutheastern.org/event/north-platte-rail-days/ 

 

 

September 
11th & 12th  Ozarks Model Railroad Association Train Show                                Springfield, MO. 

Sat & Sun  https://trainshows.net/event/1426/ozarks-model-railroad-association-train-show 

 

 

November 
14th & 15th  49th Annual OKC Train Show                            Oklahoma City, OK. 

Sat & Sun  https://www.okctrainshow.com/ 

 

 

December 
12th & 13th  Festival of Trains                                 Wichita, KS. 

Sat & Sun https://www.festoftrains.com/ 
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Click here to start reading today: 

https://www.trains.com/mrr/ 
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