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Divisions 
There are over 150 NMRA Divisions - groups of NMRA  members in local communities. Most hold regular 
meetings featuring interesting and informative presentations on subjects ranging from "how-to" clinics to 
prototype railroad slide presentations. Many also have a regular newsletter for members, like the Western 
Kansas Division’s Main Line. 
 

                 Would you like to test drive the NMRA? 

Now's your chance! With a Rail Pass membership, you'll have access to one of the world's 
largest railroad libraries, get reduced rates on special layout or collection insurance, receive 9 
digital issues of the NMRA Magazine, and much more. 

����#�������
�������*�&�"�������  
������00""")���	)
�'0  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3
�������*�&� 3	���

# ��	'�(�����#������  
������00""")�	���

#)�
�0'�
!��0456���74575  

 
 
 

��������  



����
����
���� �-��
��%	������8���
���	���
�����9 ������������������������ �!"��#�������������������� $�%�����
�%����&��������������������%�#�%'��������#��%������ ����#��%
�������� �������������(��	%���)�*#�������� 
���������
����+��������"�����
���#��
�������++����
�%#)�!�#�� %���#��%��	���#�����	�
��#����������	�%#���'������� �����
 �!"����
���������	�##�#��%����������%����������$�� ��������%��	������%�������#��%���	����%�����#���%�� �����
����'����,�%��%�		����#���-���������	����#�������� ������������������%�����##�%���������#)�(��	%������ �	�
��#��
������%#������%���%��#��%��,�	����)  

Publications: The UPHS publishes The Streamliner, a professionally produced and 
beautifully illustrated quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historians and 
other experts on all aspects of Union Pacific Railroad operations, traffic, 
management, equipment, and facilities. 

In addition to our journal, the UPHS publishes books relating Union Pacific’s rich 
history of traffic, operations, motive power, and rolling stock. Our most recent book 
is Jeff Asay’s Union Pacific Northwest, tracing the history of UP in Oregon, 
Washington, and Northern Idaho. We also have published a history of the early 
streamliner era 1934-1941 as well as a comprehensive series of prototype photo 
books of UP steam power. 
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From Clarence Matthews 
10/2/25   Snuck in a couple of hours late this afternoon in Lawrence, just east of the depot. on the BNSF Topeka 
Sub. The cooler weather made for a very nice time. Upon arriving I found the signal just to the east with a High 
Green! Didn't have to wait long. 
 
5718:  has the BNSF 5868 leading the S-LBELPC1-28 rolling through.                                             Clarence Matthews photo 

2843 highlights the BNSF 8216 leading the X-LTZVEA9-30. LTZ is a new station code for me. Nice set of empty 
grain hoppers. Tailing were 2 of the NS run through power.                                                              Clarence Matthews Photo 

0427: The catch of the day with BNSF 3773. leading the Z-LACNSA8-30. Can't believe a Z on the Topeka Sub. 
Makes me wonder what is causing this to happen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clarence  
Matthews  
Photo 
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10/11/25 
It was such a nice day today. Couldn't wait to 
get out. For the short time I was out the trains 
were pretty steady. About 30 minutes apart. And 
with them all being EB's they all are coming out 
of the sun, or nearly so in the early afternoon. 
 
4223 - BNSF 6233 EB S-LHTLPC1 
 
0616 - BNSF 7396 EB X-ELPONL9 
 
5902 - BNSF 7013 EB X-DHTCBL5 Empty 
"Sweet Bran" Be great to see if this goes north 
on the St. Joseph Sub later tonight. 
 
2857 - BNSF 7453 EB S-LBELPC1 I could not 
tell if these to stacks were empties. Did appear 
to have oriental company logos on the 
containers. 
 
5757 - BNSF 8157 EB S-LBENS1 
 
All in All, a good day. Not too hot but looking 
for those ideal 60-degree days with no wind 
and clouds - oh yes this is Kansas! What was I 
thinking! 
 
Enjoy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Photos on this page from Clarence Matthews 
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Click here to start reading today:   https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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Our mission is to preserve and promote the heritage of the Missouri Pacific Railroad and its affiliates. This 
includes the Texas & Pacific, Chicago & Eastern Illinois, Kansas Oklahoma & Gulf, Alton & Southern and 
many other roads that were part of the MP family. 

The MPHS publishes a quarterly magazine called The Eagle.  

All members receive a copy of this magazine as part of their membership 
dues. New members will receive a copy of the current issue as soon as 
their dues have been received. 

The Eagle is a full-color magazine printed on high-quality, heavy paper. 

Copies of this magazine can be purchased through our Company Store. 

A comprehensive index of The Eagle issues is available.  
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The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) is to 
discuss, develop and disseminate ways of operating model railroads to realistically 
emulate practices of the prototype. This includes sharing information on various 
methods of generating and controlling traffic to heighten the feeling that our models are 
an active and integral part of the national rail transportation network, serving shippers 
and consignees throughout the nation. We also discuss and communicate information 
about the methods and procedures used by the real railroads and ways of most 

practically and realistically adapting them to the model world. So, if you like to operate the railroad you've 
created, this is a place to learn more and find others with similar interests. 

We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's Office, which in addition to 
containing articles and information on railroad operations (both prototype and model), 
contains listings of operating layouts, sessions, and events that members are invited to 
attend. In addition, the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for publicizing 
regional operating events and meetings, where layouts are open for guest operations.  
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The look 
you get 
when a 
spectator 
touches 
your layout 
at a 
show… 
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(Left)  A view of the modern billboards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Right)  A couple of storage tanks with caged ladders. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Left)  The collection of utility meters, 
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(Both)  Recent motive power arrivals on the WKR were two pre-ordered Intermountain SD40-2s in Helms 
Leasing colors.  These should be the last of the pre-orders for the SD40s.  The Paint Shop will have to do some 
detailing first, then they can be added to the fleet.  Yes, both are DCC w/sound. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Right)  The WKR also acquired an additional set of Kato Amtrak 
cars, so now we have a complete Southwest Chief. 
 
 
 
 
 

(Left)  After six years we were able  to 
pour new sidewalk from the back door 
of the garage to the back door of the 
shop. 
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Free-mo was developed with the idea that a set of standards focusing mainly on module 
endplates would enable faithful modeling of prototype trackplans and operations in a modular 
environment. The length and track configuration of a Free-mo module or module set is up to the 
modeler. Free-mo takes the boredom out of running trains monotonously around a double or 
even a triple track mainline.  

With Free-mo, less is more. 

Free-mo operates like a permanent or sectional layout but still retains its modularity (Free-mo is 
more modular than existing double track modules). Free-mo layouts are operated with a single 
track mainline in a point to loop, loop to loop, or point to point. Layout sizes can vary to any 
size conceivable. 
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(Left)  Thinking ahead we’re using the original 
template, lined-up on the track center of the 
loading track, checking to see where the 
vertical posts need to be in relation to the 
elevator. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(Right)  Once we have the solder filling the gaps, we used a small metal 
file to remove the excess solder. 
 
 
 
 

 
(Left)  The rest of the vertical posts are 
soldered at the bends. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(Right)  Back to the original 
template the completed posts 
are laid out where they will be 
installed. 
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The next problem to solve was “how do we hold-up the vertical posts so we 
can solder them together into a single structure?”   After scrounging around 
the shop, we spotted a scrap piece of nice two-by-four.  Checking it with a 
straight edge, we found it mostly straight and level. 
 
(Left)  We then used a straight edge to mark a center-line where the vertical 
posts would stand, then marked their placement along that line every three 
and three-quarters of an inch apart, checking our spacing against the original 
template. 
 

(Right)  The exact placement of 
each post was marked along the 
center-line, then each one-
sixteenth of an inch hole was 
drilled on a drill press to ensure 
each hole was vertical. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Left)  We needed to ensure each post was 
aligned properly and truly plumb.  Digging 
into the tool chest we used a pair of small 
metal squares and some plastic drafting 
angles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(Page 28) 



����
�������	
�����
 
(Left)  We also had to make sure each post was exactly the same 
height, so each was measured to an exact length (longer than we 
needed) and the excess was marked in red, so as each post was 
inserted into the two-by-four, all the red had to be in the wood. 
 
 
 

 
(Right) To ensure the vertical post was plumb, we used masking tape to 
hold the two squares and post in alignment.  We then decided from the 
track center where the I-beam would be placed on the top section which 
was marked in red. 
 
 
(Below)  Spreading out the angles we used small metal clamps (far left) 
to hold the 1/16” square metal tubing to the underside of each vertical 
post where it was soldered in place. 
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(Right)  Since one piece of 
1/16” square tubing did not 
quite reach for the entire 
length we needed to splice a 
second piece to it.  Using a 
piece of 0.32” brass rod, it 
was first tinned with solder, 
inserted into the original 
section, and soldered.  Then 
the second section was placed over the wire and joined with the first and soldered then cut to length. 
 

 
(Left)  A close-up of the metal clamp holding the two pieces of square 
tubing together for soldering. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Right)  The completed 
structure after soldering.  The 
prototype system does not use 
the horizontal section, just the 
lattice I-beam, however 
because we need to move this 
structure we decided to 
reinforce the plastic I-beam 
with the brass tubing simply 
for strength. 
 

 
 
(left)  Remembering my days as a professional slot car racer where the chassis were 
constructed from steel piano wire and brass sheet and soldered, before hitting the track we 
needed to clean off all the dirt, fingerprints, and soldering flux.  This required a trip to Mom’s 
kitchen sink and a scrubbing with Comet and an old toothbrush.  A quick trip to the store 
scored some Comet and a cheap toothbrush.  Now I’m using my own sink. 
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(Left)  Ready for cleaning we headed 
to the sink for a  scrubbing.  This was 
difficult as the structure is fragile, so 
we had to take our time and use 
gentle brush strokes.  We poured a bit 
of Comet on the side of the sink, ran 
the water on low, then dipped the 
brush in the dry Comet, as necessary. 
 

(Right)  This is how the structure looked before cleaning.  Just to the left 
you can see the soldered joint of the two square tubing pieces. 

 
 
 
 
(Left)  One advantage of using this method was a clean sink when 
completed. 
 
 
 
 

 
(Below)  Once cleaned up we used a Dremel with cut-off disk to cut the square tubing to proper length. 
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(Left)  When filing or sanding we had to be careful 
to support the entire structure, here we are cleaning 
up the tops of the vertical posts and used the 2x4 to 
support the structure. 
 
 
 

 
(Right)  The sanding went a lot faster by using our newly-
acquired pencil sander. 
 

 
(Above)  Now we start to get serious by applying the original template over the support 2x4 and lining up the 
track center lines.. 
 
 
 
 
 
(Right)  After lining-up the lines 
and securing with masking tape 
we used a pencil tip to puncture 
holes in the template where each 
vertical post is to be inserted into 
the layout. 
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(Above)  The template was then moved to the layout where the track 
centerlines were again aligned and secured with masking tape to prevent 
shifting. 
 
(Right)  A knitting awl from Hobby Lobby was used to exactly line up with 
the hole centers and then depressed vertically into the ¾-inch foam overlay 
until reaching the plywood section top, 
 

 
 
 
(Left)  The template was removed, and the 
structure was gently inserted into each hole 
and vertical as possible, so the foam provides 
full support.  We couldn’t resist bringing in 
some cars to check the scene out. 
 
 

 
 
(Right)  An 
overhead view of 
the alignment of 
the structure and 
cars.  The silos 
were pushed 
back to provide 
workspace and 
will be moved 
back. 
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(Left)  The next step is to adjust the height of the vertical posts 
(remember we left them long earlier).  Using a piece of card stock, 
we made a template showing the average height between the rail 
tops and the top of the car, then adding a scale 16-feet to the bottom 
of the rail system. 
 
 

 
(Right)  You can see we needed to remove 
quite a bit from the bottom of the vertical 
posts to bring them down to correct 
height.  We measured on the inside of 
each post, from the point of the first bend to the correct height and marking with the red Sharpie to amount to 
remove.  Each post was reduced and filed smooth to not catch on the foam. 

 
 
(Left)  The last construction element was the addition of the I-beam to the underside of 
the square tubing.  The prototype uses a light lattice piece for this, but in N-scale we did 
not think a solid I-beam would stand out that much and be a lot stronger. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Right)  In preparation to attach the I-beam 
once again the 2x4 was used as a support 
base.  The structure was positioned near the 
edge and clamped in place. 
 

(Page 34) 



����
�������	
�����
 
(Left)  We decided to use 
Tacky Glue to attach the I-
beam as super glue would 
make it impossible to remove 
the plastic I-beam should a 
soldering repair become 
necessary.  The Tacky glue 
would allow us to remove the 
I-beam, make the solder 
repair, re-attach the beam, and 
repaint. 
 
 

(Right)  A trip to Sutherlands scored some Rust oleum spray paint.  Since 
yellow doesn’t  cover darker colors well we elected to first spray with the white 
as a primer, then we chose the “Marigold” yellow as our Safety Yellow. 

 
 
 
(Left)  Venturing into the shop 
area we again deployed the 
very useful 2x4 as a holder 
where one coat of white was 
applied to the completed 
structure.  This was followed-
up with a coat of Marigold. 
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(Above)  The completed structure was gently re-inserted into the holes in the foam base. 
 
(Below)  We added some cars. 
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This is where we ended up, the complete scene.  It would also be possible to add figures, suspended on wires to 
show the purpose of the system. 
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The Chicago & North Western Historical Society was founded in 1973 by a group of Midwestern railfans 
interested in the C&NW, along with its predecessor and successor roads. These roads include the Chicago, St. 
Paul Minneapolis & Omaha; the Minneapolis & St. Louis; the Chicago Great Western; the Litchfield & 
Madison; the Fort Dodge, Des Moines & Southern; the Des Moines & Central Iowa; and others. 

The Society’s purpose is to collect, circulate and preserve the history of the C&NW and its predecessors. 

North Western Lines is a quarterly publication, which began in early 1974 and 
today it is considered one of the premier historical publications. Each issue 
contains current news, feature articles, a photo section, and a combination of 
rosters, technical information, maps, schedules, and modeling information. 
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The MPHS is pleased to offer a limited number of Moloco Trains, HO scale, ACF, 50', 
Missouri Pacific , waffle side, double door boxcars.   The new models represent the 4th run of 
the ACF waffle side boxcars from Moloco and will be available in five new numbers: Four in 
"As Delivered" paint scheme and one with the MP Screaming Eagle herald, which was applied 
during repair and repainting in 1980.  A limited number of the highly-detailed, museum quality 
models will be purchased and offered by the Society through the Company Store. With the 
current tariff situation, these cars may be difficult to obtain later. Get your order in now. 
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8th & 9th Mid-Continent Prototype Modelers          Benton, KS. 
Sat & Sun https://bentonrpm.com/ 
 
 
15th & 16th  Oklahoma City Train Show                                                     Oklahoma City, OK. 
Sat & Sun https://www.okctrainshow.com/ 
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3rd & 4th Great Train Show                         Kansas City, MO. 
Sat & Sun https://www.trainshow.com/ 
 

*** NO McPherson Show this year ***  
 
 

���������
8th & 9th Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet                    Wichita, KS. 
Sat & Sun https://www.nmra.org/events/train-show-and-swap-meet-wichita 
 
 
 

 ���!�
13th – 15th  Layout Design & Operations Weekend                                                                       Tulsa, OK. 
Fri – Sun  https://www.ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/ 
 
 
14th & 15th 2026 Garden City Model Train Show            Garden City, KS. 
Sat  & Sun  Boot Hill Model Railroad Club 
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