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On The Cover: 
Continuing the scenery upgrades to the WKR, we turn our attention 
to the lame water tank scene where we will replace the old tower with 
a new modern tower like above. Part I of this adventure is inside… 
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The official YouTube channel of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA. 
 
The channel contains 451 videos covering a wide range of subjects including how-to projects, prototype, and 
model railway operations, and many more subjects. More videos are being added to the collection on a regular 
basis. Take a look and see what has been added recently! 
 

Click this link: 
mailto:https://www.youtube.com/@robertsimmons6464 
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           Click here to start reading today: 
  mailto:https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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The purpose of the Santa Fe Railway Historical and Modeling Society is to promote, stimulate, foster and 
encourage by all legal manner and means the gathering, cataloging, preserving and making available to the 
general public for viewing, education and research, actual documents, equipment, photographs of equipment or 
structures, and any other data available concerning the history and heritage of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railway Company. 

 
Regular Membership $50 in the US, $60 in Canada, $75 in other countries. Multiple year memberships are $2 
less for subsequent years up to 3 total. The Society also offers an International Digital Membership for $55 
which provides The Warbonnet and Running Extra in digital format in lieu of the paper copy. 
 

Click here to visit the website:  mailto:https://sfrhms.org/ 
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Tips From 
Arizona Rock & 
Mineral 

 
 
 
 
 
Finish That Mine or Mill Scene 
Give your ore bin, mill yard, or abandoned mining camp a distinctive yellow 
ground layer with 1310 Yellow Mill Tailings.  
 
Build One Believable Detail 
Shape a tailings pile beside the mill, a compacted path around the ore bin, or dusty 
ground along a mine siding. Build the base first, then apply the material over it; 
blend the edges into surrounding dirt and rock. 
 
Add the Finishing Touches 
Pair the yellow ground with small rocks, sparse weeds, and weathered boards from 
your scenery supplies. For a dry western transition, consider 11003 Low Desert 
Soil, available separately. 
 
Choose Your Project Size 
The bag is a practical starting point for detail work and testing the color. Visit the 
product page to review the material and follow its LBS-size link if you need more. 
 

Click here for the ARM website: 
mailto:https://www.armballast.com/?srsltid=AYCX9vIwHNRuJqK2OknNEUkkJzak9itTSb4BzDxWSUP
9UYtMwj6V0jva 
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The principal purpose of the Operations Special Interest Group 
(OPSIG) is to discuss, develop and disseminate ways of operating model 
railroads to realistically emulate practices of the prototype. This includes 
sharing information on various methods of generating and controlling 
traffic to heighten the feeling that our models are an active and integral 
part of the national rail transportation network, serving shippers and 
consignees throughout the nation. We also discuss and communicate 
information about the methods and procedures used by the real railroads 
and ways of most practically and realistically adapting them to the model 
world. So, if you like to operate the railroad you've created, this is a place 
to learn more and find others with similar interests. 

 

We publish a quarterly magazine, The Dispatcher's 
Office, which in addition to containing articles and 
information on railroad operations (both prototype and 
model), contains listings of operating layouts, sessions, 
and events that members are invited to attend. In addition, 
the OPSIG web site serves as a clearinghouse for 
publicizing regional operating events and meetings, where 
layouts are open for guest operations.  

 

We also have a Facebook page and send out the 
Second Section email newsletter on a regular 
basis.  

 
All model railroaders, whether expert or beginner, will find a 
wealth of useful information in the OpSig’s Compendium of 
Model Railroad Operations – From Design to Implementation. 
It’s a complete guide to all things involved with operations. 
Available for purchase from the OpSig store. 
 
 

Click here for the OpSig website: 
mailto:https://www.opsig.org/ 
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Rocky Mountain Train Supply: 
mailto:https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/ 
 
N Scale Supply: 
mailto:https://www.nscalesupply.com/ 
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Check out the Model Train Media page 
of the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA: 
 
 
mailto:https://modeltrainmedia.com/groups/mid-continent-
region-nmra/ 
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Real Deal 
 
 
 
 
 
October 6th, a warm Fall day, we ran across a 
pair of locos parked on the West side of the 
Dodge City yard. 
 

 
 
 
BNSF 1446 is an EMD SD60M diesel 
locomotive originally built in 1991 for 
the Burlington Northern Railroad (as 
BN 9269) before being renumbered into 
the BNSF roster.as 1446. 
 
The EMD SD60 is a series of 3,800 
horsepower, six-axle locomotives built 
by EMD, intended for heavy-duty drag 
freight or medium-speed freight service. 
It was introduced in 1984 and ran until 
1995. 
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Real Deal 

The SD60 is essentially identical to the SD50 externally, but has a different prime mover, the 
new 16-cylinder EMD 710G3A, and a computer-controlled electrical system. 
The SD60M features a "North American safety cab" design and has a full-width short hood. 
Early models until 1990 featured a three-piece windshield with vertical windows (nicknamed 
"triclops") 

(Above) BNSF 4605 is a GE C44-9W (Dash 9-44CW). 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EMD_SD50
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EMD_710
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_hood


Real Deal 

 
          Nathan Zachman Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Above) Recently Nathan Zachman captured the Cimarron Valley rolling into Dodge City headed for the 
BNSF yard to exchange cars. The lead unit CV 4053 is an EX CSX GE C40-8. After zooming in the picture, I 
was able to identify the second unit as EX-CSXT 7522, also a GE C40-8 now owned by the Cimarron Valley 
still numbered 7522. 
 

 

Want to "test drive" the NMRA for a little while? 

Sign up for our 9-month Rail Pass trial membership for only $19.95! This 
Includes 9 months of the Digital NMRA Magazine. 

The Rail Pass offer is good in the U.S. only and is for new members and those who have not been NMRA 
members for two years or more. Individuals can join at the Rail Pass rate only once. Rail Pass members can 
attend conventions and participate in contests but cannot hold office or vote in NMRA events. Membership will 
renew at the regular membership rate. 
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N Scale Free-mo 

 
 
Free-mo is a modular scale railroading standard designed for individual modelers 
that specifies bench work, track work, scenery, and digital control intended to raise-
the-bar for scale modular railroading in general and, in this case, for N scale 
modular railroading. 
The standard promotes, and even forces, prototypical appearance, and operations by 
using a single or double tracked mainline running roughly through the middle of the 
scenery resulting in prototypical point-to-point or loop-to-loop configurations and 
operation. 
 

Click here to find out more:  mailto:http://free-mon.net/ 
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Click here to start reading today: 
mailto:https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
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                                                                                  Facebook 

Follow the adventures of the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA on their Facebook page: 
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 

 

Follow the antics of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA on their Facebook page: 
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
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Telephone:  402-365-7628 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       Hello, We’re David and Debbie 
 
I am David Zucker who, along with my wife Debby, started our hobby store 
business in 2000. It has been a lifelong dream to own my own model 
railroad hobby store. We have grown from a 5’ x 10’ x 6’ trailer to a store 
and a web-site. We still love doing the week-end “train shows” and we travel 
throughout the Midwest. 
 
 

Click here for Spring Creek Model Trains website: 
mailto:https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 
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The purpose of the Union Pacific Historical Society is to gather, preserve, and disseminate 
historical photos, documents, and information relating to the employees, management, 
equipment, facilities, traffic and operations of the Union Pacific Railroad including its 
predecessor and subsidiary lines for the benefit of our members and the public. 

 
 
The Streamliner is the official publication of the Union Pacific Historical 
Society; four issues are included with annual membership. Memberships 
and individual copies may be purchased from the Company Store.  

            UPHS 2027 Convention 
                                        Omaha, Nebraska 

                                                                               Summer 2027 
                                                                                 Details TBA 

We invite you to join the Union Pacific Historical Society! Join with Union Pacific 
enthusiasts from all over the world by submitting your one-year membership 
application. 
 

Click here for the UPHS website:  mailto:https://uphs.org/ 
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                                                                   and a lot more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to start reading today: 
mailto:https://nscalemagazine.com/ 
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WKR Update 
In October, Midwest Model Trains jumped into my inbox with an e-
mail detailing a sale on Jackson Railcar 73-foot centerbeam flatcars 
and proper loads.  
 
One of the available road names was the NOKL or Northwestern 
Oklahoma Railroad and since we like to use road names from around 
this area, we persuaded the WKR Purchasing Department to acquire a 
few with loads. 
 

 

 
(Above) One of the new arrivals straight out of the box. The details are excellent and the car weight was just 
right. 
 
 
 
 
(Right) The slight WKR modifications began by 
painting the wheel sets with “Rail Tie Brown” on the 
outer faces, inner faces, and axles. You can also see 
the couplers are body mounted. 
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WKR Update 

 
(Left) we finished the mods by painting the Micro-Trains couplers with 
“Rust” color. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Right) While attempting to add the Jackson 
Railcar lumber loads, we discovered that the 
paper wrapping was coming unstuck along the 
bottom edge. 
 

 
 
(Left) The issue was quickly mended with a tiny touch of Tacky Glue on the tip of an 
applicator, and everything was sealed. 
 
 

 

(Above) The car with covered lumber load installed. The lumber loads do have small magnets in them near the 
center to keep them in the car, but you first must properly align them to attract each other instead of repelling. 
(Ask me how I know this.) 
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WKR Update 

 
(Right) The completed fleet on the workbench ready to start 
earning revenue. 
 
 
(Below Both) Two finished cars on the layout. 
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WKR Update 
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Our mission is to preserve and promote the heritage of the Missouri Pacific Railroad and its affiliates. This 
includes the Texas & Pacific, Chicago & Eastern Illinois, Kansas Oklahoma & Gulf, Alton & Southern and 
many other roads that were part of the MP family. 

 
          The MPHS publishes a quarterly magazine called The Eagle.  

All members receive a copy of this magazine as part of their membership 
dues. New members will receive a copy of the current issue as soon as 
their dues have been received. 

The Eagle is a full-color magazine printed on high-quality, heavy paper. 

Copies of this magazine can be purchased through our Company Store. 

           A comprehensive index of The Eagle issues is available. 
 
 

2027 Annual Convention 
October 7th to 10th 

Cape Girardeau MO. 
 
 

Click here to visit the MPHS:  https://mopac.org/ 
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Anything you ever wanted to know about the NMRA can be found on their website: 

mailto:https://www.nmra.org/ 
 
 

Follow the activities of the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA on their website: 
mailto:https://www.mcor-nmra.org/ 
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Free-mo was developed with the idea that a set of standards focusing mainly on module endplates would enable 
faithful modeling of prototype trackplans and operations in a modular environment. The length and track 
configuration of a Free-mo module or module set is up to the modeler. Free-mo takes the boredom out of 
running trains monotonously around a double or even a triple track mainline. With Free-mo, less is more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here for the SKFM Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/275439299189284/ 
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Click this link to start reading today: 
mailto:https://www.trains.com/ 
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For all your model railroading needs, click here: 
mailto:https://midwestmodelrr.com/? 
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 MeWe 
Follow both the Mid-Continent Region and the Western Kansas Division, NMRA on MeWe: 
 

MCoR: mailto:https://mewe.com/midcontinentreg/feed 
WKD: mailto:https://mewe.com/westernkansasdiv/feed 
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WKR Project 
 
One scenic area of the WKR has been sorely 
neglected, the water tower on section 3. This is a 
photo of the scene utilizing a Walthers water 
tower, surrounded by a scratch-built chain link 
fence. Just two problems, rather plain and not 
finished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Right) We had determined that the Walthers tower although it 
looked nice, was too short for N-scale. In North Dodge City, they 
have begun erecting new, more modern water towers such as this 
one. 
 
 

(Left) Talk about karma, just as we were coming to this conclusion, and 
deciding on this project, Midwest Model Railroad Hobby Shop Popped up on 
our E-mail with several products, one of which was the Jackson Railcar kit 
N62080 - Water Tower – N Scale of the very style of water tower!  

 
 
 
 
 
(Right) The kit comes in three pieces, a 
base with entry doors, mid-section, and top 
all precisely 3-D printed. All the details are 
crisp and clean. Fortunately, there is the 
same style water tower just a quarter-mile 
from my house, so grabbing the camera, 
we went to check on the details. 
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WKR Project 
 
 
Although security gates 
prevented us from 
walking up to the water 
tower (Left) we did get a 
zoom shot of the doors 
on the base, an exact fit 
to the kits doors (Right). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The colors are pretty basic, white for the tank top and a 
medium brown for the tower. Diving into the craft paint 
locker, the closest match we had was 472 Mushroom, 
that after drying was nearly an exact match. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(Right) We started painting the middle section. Since the 3-D plastic is 
so dark, it would require three coats of paint. On the demo section, the 
top two rows of bricks have only a single coat of paint, the next two 
rows down have two of the coats, while the bottom three rows of bricks 
feature all three coats. Satisfied that three coats would do, we also 
painted the base section. 
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WKR Project 

(Above) At this stage, we realized we needed a concrete pad for the base which was cut from a scrap piece of 
0.080 sheet styrene and the base was glued to it with Super Glue. The base section was now detailed with the 
concrete pad and base ring of the tower painted Model Master Gull Grey, which is a good concrete color, then 
the roll-up door was painted Model Master Aluminum and the entry door painted white. The tower dome was 
painted white. 
 
The next part of the project is to construct and install two new cell towers, and their bases are shown above. 

 
 (Left) Earlier in the year, we came across Whistle Stop Models, a 
3-D printing source, and picked-up several kits including a few cell 
towers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Right) After fiddling with the kits for a while, we 
decided we did not care for the multiple piece tower, 
so searching through our stock of K & S aluminum 
rod, we hit upon 3/16-inch was a good match for the 
kit pieces. 
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WKR Project 
(Left) We did some research on the 
internet and discovered that in urban 
and suburban areas a cell tower 
typically stands 50 to 100-feet tall if 
stand alone, or they can be mounted 

directly to building rooftops and water towers. Using an N-scale ruler, we determined that cutting the aluminum 
rod in half was just about right. 
 
(Right) Each kit contains a 20-foot container 
to be used as protection for the electronics. 
The lowest piece of the shaft also contains a 
ramp to hold the antenna coax cables as they 
transition into the electronics shack. This part 
will be removed from the post and reused 
with our new shaft. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Left) Tower one, the one next to the water tower, has a double array and is already 
superglued to the aluminum rod shaft. 
 
 
 
(Right) Tower two will be placed on the other side of 
the layout and features a single array. It too is glued to 
its aluminum shaft. 
 
In next month’s issue, in Part II, we put it all together 
and plant the cell towers and water tower on the WKR. 
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Click here to start reading today: 
mailto:https://www.tracksidemodelrailroading.com/magazine/ 
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Click here to start shopping:  mailto:https://micromark.com/ 
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Date Book 
November 

14th & 15th  49th Annual OKC Train Show                            Oklahoma City, OK. 
Sat & Sun https://www.okctrainshow.com/ 
 
 

December 
11th & 12th Lawrence Model Railroad Club Holiday Train Show                                         Lawrence, KS 
Fri & Sat https://trainshows.net/event/1909/lawrence-model-railroad-club-holiday-train-show 
 
 
12th & 13th  Festival of Trains                                 Wichita, KS. 
Sat & Sun https://www.festoftrains.com/ 
 
 

January 2027 
2nd & 3rd Great train Show                                   Kansas City, MO. 
Sat & Sun KCI Expo Center  mailto:https://www.greattrainshow.com/ 

 
No McPherson, KS. Show 

 

February 
6th & 7th Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet       Wichita, KS. 
Sat & Sun Cessna Activity Center 
  https://trainshows.net/event/2085/wichita-train-show-and-swap-meet 
 
 

March 
13th & 14th Garden City Model Train Show            Garden City, KS. 
Sat & Sun    mailto:https://www.facebook.com/BootHillModelRailroadClub 
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Click here for the details: 
https://www.okctrainshow.com/ 
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