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As of 1 January 2006, all NMRA members living 
within the boundaries of the Mid-Continent Region 
are members of MCoR and your division or area.  I 
would like to welcome all of the new members, 
MCoR now has 1072 members.  MCoR is made up 
of the States of Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Arkansas, about 1/3 of Illinois and the 
lower half of Iowa.  MCoR is divided in to 24 
divisions/areas.  This handcar goes to all 1072 
members as part of your NMRA membership 
benefits.  MCoR produces a quarterly publication 
called the Caboose Kibitzer which includes 
modeling and prototype articles, rail fan trips, and 
anything else related to modeling.  For a 
subscription fee of $6.00 a year, either sent to the 
membership chairman, or paid to NMRA HQ at the 
time of renewal, you may select a hardcopy mailed 
to you, or you may also elect to go on-line and 
download the CK from our web site.  If you choose 
the latter, you must go to http://www.mcor-
nmra.org and log on with your four digit MCoR 
number and have your E-mail address in our 
database in order to get to the on-line CK.  The web 
site will check for your MCoR number, your E-mail 
address and make sure you are a current NMRA 
member before you will be allowed access to the 
CK.  Currently, over half of our members have 
provided an E-mail address to MCoR.   
 
I would encourage everyone to check out the MCoR 
web site at http://www.mcor-nmra.org.  You can 
find the MCoR Call Board, which lists all MCoR 
Board of Directors (BOD) members, committee 
chairs, department chairs, and officers.  You can 
find information about your division, and even go to 
their homepage from the MCoR web site.  All 
MCoR conventions are also posted on the MCoR 
home page.  There is also an "Ask The Experts” 
feature, where you can ask your modeling questions 
to all MCoR MMR’s.  Gary’s Switching List gives 
all known train shows, meets, and conventions in 

MCoR.  It is only listed on the web site due to its 
date sensitivity.  CHECK IT OUT! 
 
I would like to welcome our newest division, the 
Eastern Iowa Division, which was chartered at the  
last BOD meeting.  EID is gearing up to be a very 
active division, and they are considering sponsoring 
the 2008 MCoR Convention.  If you live in that 
area, please give them your support as they start to 
revitalize the division.   
 
The 2006 MCoR Convention will be held in 
Council Bluffs, IA from June 1 to 4, 2006.  All 
MCoR conventions are two full days of activities..  
There will be over six prototype tours, more than a 
dozen layouts on tour, and also more than twelve 
clinics to attend.  There will be a silent auction, as 
well as NMRA model and photo contests with all 
awards given out at the awards banquet on Saturday 
evening.  MCoR has contracted with Intermountain 
Railway Co. to produce four different numbered 
Rock Island boxcars which have never been 
produced before.  The cars are reported to be 100% 
accurate by some of our most knowledgeable RI 
modelers. Be sure and get yours either by mail order 
or pick them up at the convention.  These cars will 
be offered to MCoR members on a first come first 
severed basis at a reduced price; the more cars you 
buy, the lower the price.  Check out the convention 
and special cars on the web site above and in the 
latest CK.  You may also contact Charles Fennen; 
his contact information is on the Call Board.                                                  
. 
 
As of our last MCoR board of directors meeting, no 
one has stepped up to host the 2007 MCoR 
convention.  Any division or combination of 
divisions/areas may sponsor a MCoR convention.  
Actually, any railroad club in any of the 
division/areas can step forward and propose to host 
a convention; however, the convention must be 



officially sponsored by the MCoR.  Help is 
available from Gary Hemmingway, the MCoR 
Convention Chairman.  Our Regulations require 
that MCoR holds an annual convention with both 
the annual business meeting and a semiannual BOD 
meeting.  Please consider stepping forward and help 
us with the 2007 convention. 
 
Because of the change to automatic membership in 
MCoR with payment of NMRA dues, MCoR’s dues 
have now been converted to a subscription fee for 
the Caboose Kibitzer.  This fee has not been 
increased in well over ten years.  In order to 
determine if the current subscription fee is 
appropriate, I have appointed a committee to look 
into MCoR’s overall financial situation and make 
recommendations regarding the subscription fee to 
the BOD at the June meeting.    
 
Presently under the new NMRA Regulations, the 
MCoR is divided between the NMRA’s Central and 
Western Districts.  Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, and Arkansas members vote for the 
Western District Director on the NMRA BOD, 
while Iowa and Illinois members vote for the 
Central District Director.  The MCoR BOD is 
looking into petitioning the NMRA BOD to 
consolidate all of MCoR under one district. 
 
MCoR BOD has received a request to investigate 
having certain areas in Northern Iowa transferred 
from the Thousand Lakes region to MCoR.  
According to NMRA Regulations, two thirds of all 
NMRA members in each three digit zip code 
affected must sign a petition to be submitted to both 
TLR and MCoR for approval before the effected 
areas can become part of MCoR.  If TLR rejects the 
petition, then the petition will be presented to the 
NMRA BOD for approval. The NMRA Regulations 
are available to download from the NMRA web site 
at http://www.nmra.org.  The MCoR Regulations 
are available from me; just ask if you would like a 
copy.  
 
Over two years ago, MCoR, Turkey Creek Division, 
and Gateway Division, created a fund called the 
Heart of America fund by each contributing 
$15,000 each to the NMRA, for a total of $45,000.  
The NMRA had asked for the funds to use as seed 
money for special projects so as not to affect the 
cash flow of the NMRA itself.  The money was 
provided with the understanding that initial 

proceeds from funded projects would be used to 
replenish the fund up to its original amount and that 
any profits beyond the $45,000 could be used at the 
discretion of the NMRA.  Once the NMRA no 
longer needed this fund, it would be returned to the 
donating parties.  The NMRA Treasurer is obligated 
to report the fund activity to the MCoR BOD within 
one month after each NMRA BOD meeting.  The 
last report indicated the intention of using $17,000 
to fund the 2006 NMRA calendar. 
 
Although there are a few inactive divisions in 
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, and Iowa, these four 
states make up the most active part of MCoR.  Of 
concern are the divisions and areas in the states of 
Arkansas and Oklahoma.  Although these two states 
have directors assigned for some of the divisions or 
areas, there has been minimal NMRA-related 
activity across these states.  We have had no MCoR 
convention in either state in over ten years.  I 
simply can not believe there are no active NMRA 
members in these two states.  We are looking for 
volunteers to fill the vacant and inactive director 
positions.  Being an area director does not have to 
take up all that much of your time.  If you become 
the area director, you will be expected to 
communicate as appropriate with the members in 
your area.  Once a month, I will send you a list of 
members that have joined or rejoined NMRA and 
that live in your area.  Just send them a welcome 
letter and let them know you are available to assist 
them.  You would be required to attend at least one 
of the two annual BOD meetings.  One is always 
held in Kansas City in January and the other is held 
in conjunction with the annual MCoR convention.  
You must submit a report about activities in your 
area even if you do not attend the BOD meetings.  
Your primary purpose is to communicate with your 
area members, letting them know about shows and 
other activities in your area, as well as where and 
when the MCoR convention will be held each year.  
The Membership Dispatcher (me) will give you a 
list of all your area members each month.  Postage 
costs, etc. can be reimbursed to you from the MCoR 
Treasurer, John Shaw.  Please consider volunteering 
to become an area director.  Let’s get both 
Arkansas, and Oklahoma up and running actively 
again. 
 
 
 
 



AP REPORT 
 
Since the last report published in the CK, the 
following certificates have been earned. 
GOLD SPIKES 
Wendy Harlow – Western Heritage Division 
AP CERTIFICATES 
Howard Junkers Volunteer Platte Valley Division 
Dennis Gerloff Volunteer Platte Valley Division 
Dianne Mullins Volunteer Platte Valley Division 
Sherman Luhn Volunteer Platte Valley Division 
James Wells Volunteer Platte Valley Division 
Earl Mullins Author Platte Valley Division 
Earl Mullins Dispatcher Platte Valley Division 
Earl Mullins Civil Engineer Platte Valley Division 
Howard Junkers Dispatcher Platte Valley Division 
John O'Neill Dispatcher Platte Valley Division 
James Lorhan Dispatcher Platte Valley Division 
James Wells Dispatcher Platte Valley Division 
Paul Myers Scenery Turkey Creek Division 
Gary Hankins Volunteer Turkey Creek Division 
Fred Hulen Structures Turkey Creek Division 
Louis Seibel Volunteer Turkey Creek Division 
Dave Roeder Author Gateway Division 
 
Please congratulate these members next time you 
see them; they have worked hard to earn these 
certificates.  Activity in the AP has been very slow  
in Iowa, Oklahoma and Arkansas.  I sure would like 
to see some AP certificates from those 
divisions/areas in the next report.  If you have any 
questions about the AP, please email or call me. 
Marty Vaughn, MCoR AP Chairman 
 (785)883-4468, wmvaughn@mchsi.com 
 
Below are the MCoR officers and BOD. 

 
PRESIDENT 

MEMBERSHIP DISPATCHER 
COMPUTER MANAGER 

RICHARD E. NAPPER, MMR 
7244 NW US HIGHWAY 24 

TOPEKA, KS 66618-5605 
H (785) 582-4209 

FAX(785) 582-5268 
CELL (785) 220-6148 

E-mail: renapper@mindspring.com 
E-mail: mmr196@mindspring.com 
E-mail: renapper@usadatanet.net  

 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
CK ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

LARRY R. ALFRED, MMR (BETSY) 
14633 SOUTH CHALET DRIVE 

OLATHE, KS 66062-2527 
H (913) 782-6584 

E-mail: lalfred2@comcast.net 
 

SECRETARY 
CONTEST CHAIRMAN 

WHIT D. JOHNSON (CARLA) 
1117 EAST 16TH STREET SOUTH 

NEWTON, IA 50208-5076 
H (641) 792-0712 

B (515) 232-4122 EXT. 502 
CELL (815) 342-0301 

E-mail: whitjohnson@mchsi.com  
 

TREASURER 
MCoR WEBMASTER 

JOHN A SHAW (KAREN) 
7869 WEST 153RD TERRACE 

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66223-2700 
H (913) 897-8122 

CELL (913) 636-3710 
E-mail: jashaw@birch.net  

 
INDIAN NATIONS DIVISION 

DAVE STEENSLAND 
6314 SOUTH SANDUSKY 

TULSA, OK 74136-1623 
H (918) 494-7799 

E-mail: dbsteen@cox.net 
 

TURKEY CREEK DIVISION 
PAUL W. MYERS 

10904 NORTH HARRISON STREET 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64155-7364 

H (816) 734-3719 
E-mail: paulwmyers@kc.rr.com  

 
KATE SHELLEY DIVISION 
RICK W. LIEBICH (MARY) 

P. O. BOX 285 
121 MAIN STREET 

RIPPEY, IA 50235-0285 
H (515) 436-7765 

E-mail: mliebich@iastate.edu 
 

EASTERN IOWA DIVISION 
GARY ZILLYETTE 

3395 CLEARWATER DRIVE 
BETTENDORF, IA 62722-2811 

H (563) 320-2970 
                          E-mail: bnsfguy@mchsi.com  
 

WESTERN HERITAGE DIVISION 
CHARLES FENNEN 
15218 GERTRUDE 

OMAHA, NE 68138-6487 
H (402) 895-9556 

E-mail: cdejfennen@tconl.com 
 

KANSAS CENTRAL DIVISION 
CHRISTOPHER C. DANCY(JOHNNY) 

309 NORTH OHIO AVE. 
SYLVAN GROVE, KS 67841-8117 

H (785) 526-7480 
E-mail: candjdancy@wtciweb.com 



CHISHOLM TRAIL DIVISION 
PHILIP R. AYLWARD 

603 CHESTNUT STREET 
HALSTEAD, KS 67056-2302 

H (316) 830-3498 
E-mail: aylward1@cox.net 

 
MAPLE LEAF DIVISION 

STEVE MARQUESS (JUDY) 
503 WEST CENTRAL AVE. 

BENTONVILLE, AR 72712-5246 
H (479) 273-3175 

E-mail: sjmarqu@quixnet.net 
 

SOUTH CENTRAL MISSOURI AREA 
BRAD SLONE 
P. O. BOX 313 

DIXON, MO 65459-0313 
H (573) 308-7144 

E-mail: bradslone@yahoo.com 
 

GATEWAY DIVISION 
JAMES ANDERSON (NORMA) 

329 HILL TRAIL 
BALLWIN, MO 63011-2654 

H (636) 394-1305 
E-mail: andersjd@swbell.net 

 
OZARK MOUNTAIN AREA 

UNASSIGNED 
 

NORTHERN ARKANSAS AREA 
UNASSIGNED 

 
LITTLE ROCK AREA 

JOHN O. WALLACE 
#9 PINE CHAPEL DRIVE 
BRYANT, AR 72022-3352 

H (501) 847-3435 
E-mail: johnomt@yahoo.com 

 
SALT VALLEY CENTRAL AREA 

UNASSIGNED 
 

OKLAHOMA SOUTHWESTERN AREA 
BARRY M. QUENSEL (SUSAN) 

480 SE LASSO LOOP 
LAWTON, OK 73501-2025 

H (580) 351-2037 
W (580) 581-2585 

E-mail: QuBert1@aol.com 
 

NORTHERN OKLAHOMA AREA 
DAN L. HARRIS 
P. O. BOX 3604 

ENID, OK 73702-3604 
H (580) 233-4452 

E-mail: dlharris@enid.com 
 

WESTERN KANSAS DIVISION 
                                         UNKNOWN 

 

PLATE VALLEY DIVISION 
JOHN O’NEILL 

4112 WEST FAIDLEY AVE. 
GRAND ISLAND, NE 68803-3327 

H (308) 384-5011 
E-MAIL: jponeill@computer-concepts.com 

 
ILLOWA RAILS AREA 
MICHAEL E. WORLEY 
320 EAST 13TH STREET 

WASHINGTON, IA 52353-2643 
H (319) 653-3782 

E-mail; meworley@lisco.com 
 

NORTH CENTRAL MISSOURI AREA 
UNKNOWN 

 
FALLEN FLAGS DIVISION 

UNASSIGNED 
 

NEBRASKA WEST CENTRAL DIVISION 
GENE R. TACEY 

P. O. BOX 485 
SUTHERLAND, NE 69165-0485 

H (308) 386-2489 
E-mail: taceys@gpcom.net 

 
GREAT MIDWESTERN DIVISION 

JOHN H. AVERILL 
14910 92ND LANE 

INDIANOLA, IA 50125-7261 
H (515) 961-3018 

E-mail: GMDMCoR@cs.com 
 

SOUTHERN ARKANSAS AREA 
UNKNOWN 

 
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 

4121 CROMWELL ROAD 
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421-2119 

B (423) 892-2846 
FAX (423) 899-4869 

                                 http://www.nmra.org 



MCoR Board of Directors Meeting 
Johnson County Library 

Olathe, KS 
January 14, 2006 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of MCoR 
was called to order at 10:18 A.M.., January 14, 2006, at 
the Johnson County Library in Olathe, KS.  The 
presiding officer was President Richard Napper.  A 
quorum was present, including the following officers 
and members: 
 
Richard Napper MMR    
 MCoR President, Kansas Central Div. Director 
Larry Alfred MMR    
 MCoR Vice President 
John A. Shaw     
 MCoR Treasurer, MCoR Webmaster 
Whit Johnson     
 MCoR Secretary, MCoR Contest Chairman 
Jim Anderson     
 Gateway Div. Director 
Charles Fennen     
 Western Heritage Division Director 
Rick Liebich     
 Kate Shelley Division Director 
Paul W. Meyers     
 Turkey Creek Division Director 
John Averill     
 Great Midwestern Division Director 
Chris Dancy     
 Kansas Central Division Director 
Richard Hester    
 Nebraska West Central Division Dir. (Proxy) 
Lester Lorhan     
 Platte Valley Division Director (Proxy) 
Barry Quensel    
 Oklahoma Southwest Area Director 
Gary Zillyette     
 Cedar Rapids, Davenport, & Moline Area Dir. 
Dan Harris    
 Northern Oklahoma Area Director 
Brad Slone     
 South Central Missouri Area Director 
Gary Hemmingway    
 MCoR Convention Dept. Chairman, Area Meet Chair 
Marty Vaughn MMR    
 MCoR AP Chairman 
Robert Amsler     
 MCoR Attorney 
Don Wetmore     
 MCoR Clinic Chairman 
Robert Jefferis    
 Caboose Kibitzer Editor 
Louis Siebel     
 MCoR Advertising Manager 

Paul Richardson MMR    
 Turkey Creek Division Superintendent 
Alan Merta     
 Cedar Rapids, Davenport, & Moline Area Asst. 
Dir. 
Robert Whiting    
 Nebraska West Central Division Member 
Jack Boren     
 Turkey Creek Division Member 
Ray Immel     
 Great Midwestern Division Member 
 
Proxies were presented by John O’Neill, Platte Valley 
Division for Lester Lorhan, and Gene Tacey, Nebraska 
West Central Division for Richard Hester. 
 
The minutes of the June 10, 2005 BOD meeting were 
read by Whit Johnson, MCoR Secretary.  A motion to 
accept the minutes of the January 2005 BOD Meeting as 
read was made by Charles Fennen, seconded by John 
Averill.       
     PASSED 
 
Treasurer John Shaw gave a report on MCoR Finances.  
A motion was made to accept the report by John Averill, 
seconded by Charles Fennen.    
    PASSED 
 
Directors Reports: Reports were presented as published. 
 
Richard Napper reported the Region has a total 1054 
members.  Of the members 578, currently are 
subscribers to the Caboose Kibitzer. 
 
Convention Committee:  Gary Hemmingway, MCoR 
Convention Committee Chairman addressed the BOD 
with the fact that no Division or Area has stepped up to 
host the 2007, MCoR Convention.  There was discussion 
about several solutions and directions the MCoR could 
consider.  President Napper referred the issues back to 
review committee and assigned Gary Hemmingway as 
chairman, along with Richard Hester, Charles Fennen, 
Rick Liebich, Don Wetmore, Chris Dancy, and all of the 
MCoR Executive Officers to serve on this committee.  A 
resolution is to be presented in June 2006, at the next 
regular BOD Meeting.  The 2005 Convention report 
shows a fiscal loss for the event, but the event is still 
considered to have been successful on all other areas.  
Some discussion as to areas we can all learn from in 
hosting these events followed.  The 2006 Convention, 
hosted by the Western Heritage Division is well under 
way and proceeding.  Registrations are considered low, 
but it is still early in the time line for this type of event. 
 
President Napper called a break in the meeting at 12:00 
P.M. 



 
President Napper called the meeting back to order at 
12:48 P.M. 
 
Caboose Kibitzer Editor Bob Jefferis reported on the 
Caboose Kibitzer.  The publication is now back on 
schedule and working to maintain this status.  Articles 
and photos are requested to be submitted to Bob Jefferis 
for publication.  All submitted materials and ads must be 
in before the deadlines published without exception in 
order to maintain the schedule. 
 
Marty Vaughn MMR, AP Chairman, reported that there 
have been 34 AP Certificates processed for MCoR, 7 
Golden Spike Awards, and 0 new MMRs.  These 
numbers are since the June 2005 BOD meeting. 
 
There was no report from the NMRA Treasurer on the 
status of the Heart of America Fund.  Discussion was to 
notify the NMRA President that the NMRA was in 
violation of the contract that accompanied the funds that 
were part of this project. 
 
There was no Trustee Report from the NMRA.  
Discussion was presented that we have been told that the 
Central and Western Directors do not report to the 
MCoR BOD.  Bob Amsler, MCoR Attorney, pointed out 
the at the NMRA Regulations state that the Director 
appointed to the NMRA Board by the Region Advisory 
Council (RAC) is the person who is to report all 
communication from the NMRA Board to the Regions 
worldwide. 
 
Old Business 
 
The car project committee reported a 400 car run in four 
numbers has been placed and initial payment of 50% 
was paid.  The cars are being advertised in the Caboose 
Kibitzer and orders are being taken at this time. 
 
A motion was made by Gary Zillyette to set the price for 
the Caboose Kibitzer at $6.00, per year.  This price is set 
for both hardcopy and electronic copies of the Kibitzer.  
Seconded by Rick Liebich.  PASSED 
President Napper appointed a committee including the 
executive officers and the MCoR attorney to research the 
costs of both methods of publication and distribution in 
detail and report back to the BOD in June 2006. 
 
A motion was made by John Averill, to accept the 
revised Division Constitutions and Bylaws with the 
conditions set forth by the MCoR attorney pending the 
Divisions approval.  Divisions included in this motion 
are Kate Shelley Division, Kansas Central Division, and 
Nebraska West Central Division.  Motion was seconded 

by John Shaw.      
   PASSED 
 
The Gateway Division and Western Heritage Division 
documents approved at the June 10, 2005, BOD were 
approved by the MCoR Attorney 
 
New Business 
 
The CD&M Area presented a petition from members in 
the area to be granted a charter to become the Eastern 
Iowa Division.  A motion was made to grant the charter 
and accept the constitution and bylaws presented 
pending the approval of the Division membership on 
changes recommended by the MCoR Attorney, by John 
Averill.  Seconded by Chris Dancy.   
     PASSED 
 
Potential border adjustments with the Thousand Lakes 
Region were discussed.  Kate Shelley Division has two 
members that have been affected by the new NMRA 
Regulations and would like to change regions.  The new 
Eastern Iowa Division also has several individuals who 
want to become part of the MCoR and Eastern Iowa 
Division.  This was assigned to Gary Zillyette, Allen 
Merta, Richard Napper, and Whit Johnson to work on 
getting the members defined, the zip codes defined, and 
a petition signed to present to the NMRA Board for 
approval. 
 
Discussion of having decals made in alternate scales of 
the current MCoR Car project was held.  At the present 
time there was not enough information or interest in 
MCoR doing this project.  It was suggested that the 
Western Heritage Division consider following up on this 
as a Division project. 
 
Meeting adjourned 3:12 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Whitney D. Johnson 
MCoR Secretary 
  
 
Remember the FRISCO! 
 

 
 
 
Richard E. Napper, MMR 
MCoR President 


