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http://www.mcor-nmra.org/Publications/Kibitzer/Volume70-3.pdf
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1 Indian Nations Divisign ~ Ray Brunner | dir2901@mcamra.org 13 Little Rock Area William Hobbq dir2913@mcamra.or
2 Turley Creek Divisio Ray Brown dir2902@mcammra.org 14 Cowboy Line Division Cral;\;\]/llhDArthenkOV\ "dir2914@mcammra.or
3 Kate Shelley Divisiof 6] dir2903@mcammra.org 15 Oklahoma Hartland Divisipn Kurt Konrath | dir2915@mcammra.or
4 Eastern lowa Divisioph Allen Merta, MMR dir2904@mcammra.org 16 Northern Oklahoma Are o] dir2916@mcamra.or:
5 Western Heritage Divigion Rick Stone dir2905@mcamra.org 17 Western Kansas Divisiop Robert Simmonslir2917 @mcomra.or
6 Kansas Central Divisipbn  Larry Tiffany | dir2906@mcemra.org 18 Platte Valley Division Jim Wells | dir2918@mcamra.or
7 Chisholm Trail Divisign ~ Phil Aylward | dir2907 @mcammra.org 21 Fallen Flags Division John Rietveld| dir2921@mcamra.or:
8 Maple Leaf Area Joseph Giunto | dir2908@mcarmra.org 22 | Nebraska West Central DivjsioGene Tacey | dir2922@ mcomra.or
9 Central Missouri Areq  Dean Smith, MMR dir2909@mcavmra.org 23 Great Midwestern DivisignDoug Harding, MMIRIiF2923@ mcamra.or
10 Gateway Division David Lowell | dir2910@mcaomra.org 24 Southern Arkansas Areg 6] dir2924@mcamra.or:
11 Ozark Mountain Areq Pamela MacPhai| dir2911@mcammra.or
12 Northern Arkansas Arpa  Tim Force dir2912@mcamra.or
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MCoR NMRA Division Meetings

Note: COVID -19 cancelled many in -person meetings in leu of ZOOM meetings. And

now, some Divisions are resuming in -person meetings. Check before showing up...
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The Head End
By Larry Diehl, President MCoR
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Editords Musings
By Pat Hiatte
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Convention Recap
By Larry Diehl

i GRAND ISLAND Expp..
%@?mm@ RE@IL@NJAL MNU AL CR is

Hosted by -
Platte Valley Division, MCO\E -

=0
:

Grand Island is a very nice place! They have a large ice cream store downtown! ... and it
wasn’t on the list of “field trips™!

The Ramada Inn ... well, bigger and nicer than [ imagined, and the food at the banquet was very
tasty, cherry or apple pie topped off the meal! Hard to beat this!

The big atrium was the hub of activity. We had one operating layout, a “T Scale” modeler
group, the T-Nuts ... “T” scale is small!

The train show opened off the atrium. We had plenty of chairs, some sat around telling BS
stories!




Our contest room was a little remote, but lighting was good and we had plenty of table
space. A little short in numbers as we had 39 models, 8 photos and 4 passes! But we were
above average for overall quality of models. David Lowell from Gateway/St. Louis entered a
“Transfer Caboose” that caught my eye, very good! Over 100 points. (Future entrants, beware,
this man is good!) Ray Brown, no slouch, he ran away with the Best of Show, as voted by
members.

We had several models score over 100 points! Based on judging, the Best of Show, “Blue
Ribbon” went to San Migual Junction Display by Larry Alfred with 116 points. Overall, we had 9

models achieve merit awards, plus 6 merits for track work pursuant to MMR.

David Lowell was presented with two “Achievement Program Certificates” toward MMR.

The train show sported 38 vendor tables and 3 tables exhibiting “Chinese Auction” items.

We had 13 clinics on varied subjects, such as livestock facilities, history and operations on a
short line railroad, detailing figures and electronic solutions within JMRI!

Clinics were well attended and most people I saw appeared to be pleased.

Layout Tours may have topped the marquee. We had 9 excellent layouts open. I didn’t
make all the layouts, but what [ saw was excellent.

Lloyd Larson’s “Pennsy” was very nice! Great detail and scenery, ran very well, layout lighting
was great. Those wooded areas did look like Appalachia.

John O’Neill Layout



Lloyd Larson Pennsy Layout

And I've never seen a “man cave” like Rick Sickler’s ... first the layout was big, in its own
separate building! There were operating military vehicles, two functioning “speeders”, several
station baggage carts. The layout was old school “DC control”. Several operators, and they
knew how to switch those blocks, ran 4 helix’s, avoided collisions, kept the trains running and
deal with switching ...

Rick Sickler Layout & Man Cave

The Banquet ... Well, it turned out to be very good, well attended, with over 65 persons.

Good bartender! Good food, extremely tasty! Pork roast, chicken, excellent mashed potatoes,
green beans (with bacon), other greens, rolls, gravy ... and pie! Cherry/Apple ... hard to beat!



Good Speaker, Stephen Priest ... one of the owners of “Class One
Models” accompanied by his wife Cinthia, Editor of NMRA Magazine, an
excellent modeler in her own right. Stephen held everyone’s attention with
an excellent and interesting presentation.

AP Awards ... were presented to David Lowell, Gateway Division. Then awards were
announced for the contest room including Larry Alfred’s “Best of Show Judged”, Ray Brown of
Turkey Creek Division, “Best of Show Popular Vote”, Larry Alfred’s special “Light [ron Award” for
best narrow gauge representation.

3 M" @
T = [ think a lot of folks enjoyed the “Chinese Auction”... the excitement builds as

Ray Brown is shaking the cup ... he pours in the tickets ... and your fate is determined! ... he
speaks the number! ... you scramble through your tickets! ... Oh Shoot! ... that guy across the
room proclaims he has won! (How did he look through his tickets so fast?) Did this slow you
down as much as it did me?

Cinthia, then delivered your winnings. Excitement now restarts for the next item!




All in all, a fun time! Learned some things about livestock facilities, great layouts,
interesting speaker and real good pie!
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